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Sitting with Uncertainty 
Two years ago, I gathered up every bottle of hand 
sanitizer I had in my possession — the jumbo-size 
pumps in my office, the miniature bottles in my 
car and the smaller pumps strategically located 
throughout my home — and gave them away.  
When a well-meaning friend gifted me a new, 
lavender-scented sanitizer shortly after this purge, 
my loving and supportive partner, Sarah, found 
it in my car and hid it away for my own good. We 
used to joke that I was single-handedly keeping the 
makers of Purell in business, so parting with my 
supply was no small feat. 
I had just started a type of therapy called expo-
sure with response prevention (ERP). The gold 
standard in treatment for obsessive-compulsive 
disorder (OCD), ERP involves gradually exposing 
yourself to the things you fear most and then 
resisting the urge to use compulsions to ease the 
anxiety that comes up during the exposures. 
OCD expresses itself in myriad ways that are 
always unique to the individual. While my OCD 
has shape-shifted throughout my life, it has con-
centrated in recent years on health and contami-
nation. Instead of hand-washing, though, my most 
visible compulsion was hand sanitizer. I used it 
before and after I touched anything. If I even had 
an intrusive thought about germs, I applied it liber-
ally, just in case. Once, after accidentally touching 
my cheek, I splashed it on my face like water. At my 
worst, I dabbed it on my hands up to 30 times a day 
(in addition to better-than-average hand-washing). 
My OCD would have me believe that a pandemic 
was always lurking around the corner, and that I 
could literally never be too careful.
When suggesting new exposures (like saying 
goodbye to all of my sanitizer), my therapist 
would cheerfully exclaim, “Ooh! I have an idea! 
This will be fun.” I can promise that nothing 
about ERP is fun, but, going through it, I learned 
how to sit with uncertainty by accepting how 
little control we have over most things. I learned 
that worry, or rumination, is not the same as 
care, or compassion, and that hypervigilance is 
antithetical to mindfulness. 
Treatment helped me get back to enjoying 
things like attending concerts and going to movie 
theaters (during flu season!), and playing with my 
friends’ sweet kids, without first seeking reassur-
ance that they are healthy. There is no cure for 
OCD, but after two years of hard work and many 
unforgettable exposures (like that time I had to 
lie face-down on the floor of a public restroom), 
my therapist and I agreed that I had the tools to 
handle things mostly on my own. I had essentially 
graduated from ERP school. 
And then, like a disaster movie ripped 
straight from my OCD nightmares, something 
terrible actually happened: A novel coronavi-
rus appeared seemingly out of nowhere and 
spread across the world, wreaking havoc on our 
collective health and psyche, and claiming lives 
as it traveled. As COVID-19 infection rates rose, 
international health experts asked everyone to 
adopt the very behaviors I’d only recently (and 
triumphantly) abandoned. 
During OCD recovery, we often use other peo-
ple as barometers for gauging true threats. Now, 
the people I had chosen as barometers because 
of their non-germophobic ways suddenly fretted 
out loud, to me, about the virus, and their new 
(legitimate) fears sounded eerily similar to my 
intrusive thoughts. Even my therapist, who, 
during my very first visit, boasted that he never 
used hand sanitizer and was just fine without it, 
began applying it throughout the day, per public 
health recommendations, he said.
At its most debilitating, OCD can shrink a 
person’s world by making her afraid to ever leave 
her home or interact with other humans. Life 
becomes about avoiding triggers and dodging any 
perceived danger. I had gone through treatment 
specifically to prevent this fate, only to emerge 
into a new world in which our very survival now 
depended on us, well, staying at home and avoid-
ing physical contact with other humans. 
“Everything is upside down. We’re living in 
the Twilight Zone now,” my therapist told me 
during an afternoon phone session. And we 
would figure out a way through it together, he 
assured me, while simultaneously figuring out 
the intricacies of Zoom.
“We’re all in this together” has become a 
COVID-era cliché because it’s true: This virus 
has directly impacted each and every one of us, 
be it physically, emotionally, economically or all 
of the above. 
In that spirit, we asked dozens of Kenyon 
folks to share their experiences and observations 
about adjusting to a new reality. We heard from 
members of the Class of 2020, who finished out 
their final months at Kenyon from a distance; 
from alumni working on the front lines of this 
pandemic; and from celebrated authors Laura 
Hillenbrand ’89, who survived a terrifying battle 
with COVID-19, and Stephanie Danler ’06, who 
released a new book this spring while quaran-
tined with her growing family. 
The stories in this issue are heartfelt, personal 
and honest, and they gave me the courage to 
write about my own experience with OCD for 
the first time, for you. Right now, we don’t know 
what life will look like on the other side of this 
pandemic, but we can document what it’s like to 
live through it alone, together. 
The other day, when I was cleaning out my 
kitchen junk drawer, I unearthed the half-used 
lavender hand sanitizer that Sarah had hidden. I 
promised myself (and Sarah) that I would use it 
sparingly until the time comes when it is safe, once 
again, to stow it away.
— Elizabeth Weinstein 
EDITOR, KENYON ALUMNI MAGAZINE
A NOTE FROM  
THE EDITOR:  
The stories in this 
magazine were written 
and edited in the 
spring, when COVID-19 
dominated global news 
cycles. At press time, 
the world continues to 
shift, and conversations 
about racism and 
systemic oppression 
have rightfully altered 
our national dialogue. 
Visit Kenyon.edu for 
important updates on 
COVID-19, Kenyon’s 
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A crisis in civility
I am a baby boomer and I was quite annoyed 
after reading the kicker in the “Hot Takes” item, 
“We’re Hip to the Youths.” We have a person who 
sits in the Oval Office of the White House who 
takes great pleasure in constantly unleashing 
a Twitter torrent of insults and name-calling 
meant to belittle and demean all the people he 
doesn’t like. That has fueled a crisis in civility 
in this country, and I do not expect the alumni 
magazine to contribute to that but rather to help 
elevate and rise above. Why? Because that’s the 
Kenyon I attended.
I used to eagerly anticipate the arrival of the 
magazine, what I consider my “letter from the 
Hill,” for all the latest news and developments 
of all things Kenyon. I got no further than the 
“Hot Takes” item before putting that issue down, 
completely disinterested in reading on. The 
kicker comment was not funny; it was snarky. 
Not all baby boomers are Neanderthals.
Tom Shantz ’73
A lovely new look
I enjoyed the new layout of the alumni maga-
zine, which I received today. We receive three 
alumni magazines, and Kenyon’s is by far the 
most fun and readable. Each issue is downright 
joyous, somehow, even when the subject of a 
given article is serious. I really like the layout, 
organization and writing. It’s a lovely new look.
Peter Stephens P’14
Keep it personal
I don’t usually write to editors but I was 
delighted with the “new look” of the alumni 
magazine. I found myself reading through much 
of it (not my usual habit in the past).  The photos 
were wonderful, beautiful. And the stories felt 
more personal somehow. I felt like I was meeting 
a person and not just a report on someone. Keep 
it personal. Even the obits were quite interesting 
— even moving. Thanks for your effort. For once 
I actually felt a reconnection to Kenyon.
Richard Passoth ’65
The right spirit 
I just set down the sleek new version of the 
Kenyon Alumni Magazine and walked right to 
my keyboard to share my congratulations with 
you all for a wonderful redesign. Having lived 
with and loved the wide-angle version of the last 
decade, I wasn’t sure the rich visuals and great 
big Kenyon spirit would fit in a slimmed-down 
design — but they sure do. The detail-hungry 
photography and the high print quality make 
a few bits of magic happen, notably making 
the tiny type easy to read, and expressions and 
emotion just leap off the page. I especially liked 
the “Life Along the Kokosing” story, because it’s 
so decidedly and positively non-Kenyon, while 
still bringing up the really important threads 
that knit college to community without a lot of 
promotional fanfare. Most important to this 
reader, you got the spirit right, with a current 
sense of millennial cool in your features, while 
keeping alive and well the warm and, yes, quirky 
personality of the Kenyon I remember so vividly. 
Congratulations to all and I look forward to the 
next issue.
Sarah Stone, Executive Director, 
Five Colleges of Ohio, Inc. 
Lords and Ladies
In a letter to the editor, Goldberg and Slevin 
(Kenyon Alumni Magazine, Winter 2020) 
advocated for changing the name of Kenyon’s 
sports teams from the “Lords” and “Ladies,” 
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TO OUR LETTER 
WRITERS
We welcome letters of 
300 or fewer words. 
Letters to the editor 
may be used for 
publication unless the 
author states the letter 
is not to be published. 
Letters may be edited 
for style, length, clarity, 
grammar and relevance 
to Kenyon issues. 
PLEASE ADDRESS 
SUBMISSIONS TO: 
Editor, Kenyon Alumni 
Magazine, Office of 
Communications, 
Kenyon College, 
Gambier, Ohio 43022. 




In the article “When In … Seattle” (Winter 2020)  
we incorrectly identified the husband of Abbe 
Jacobson ’89 as Curtis Brown; his name is Curtis 
Kopf and he graduated from Brown University in 
1987. We regret the error.
due to the perception that these titles represent 
racism, sexism, class oppression and transpho-
bia. “Lords/Ladies” was adopted as a tribute to 
Kenyon’s founders, lords Kenyon and Gambier, 
rather than as a generic term. They were likely 
products of their era, however. The first Lord 
Kenyon (1732-1804) was a lawyer and judge, 
while the first Lord Gambier (1756-1833) was a 
naval officer.  They were working people.  That 
they donated money to an American to build a 
college in the U.S. suggests they were not heavily 
invested in “class oppression.” I don’t have a 
strong opinion about whether Kenyon’s athletic 
teams should adopt another name. As Kenyon 
becomes more diverse, retaining “Lords” and 
“Ladies” may serve to expand our idea of what a 
“Lord” or “Lady” is and remind us of the notable 
cultures found across all the world’s continents.
Lynn Shaffer ’84
Prior quests for perfection
I loved the “Grit on the Gridiron” article in 
the Winter 2020 magazine. Coach Rosenbury 
sounds like he may be the right coach for Ken-
yon, and the three seniors who were highlighted 
have demonstrated remarkable leadership and 
dedication. Three cheers to coaches and players! 
May you see the success you deserve.
On another note, though, I was a bit disap-
pointed in the sidebar, “The Quest for Per-
fection,” so I thought I might add a bit more 
perspective. In the fall of 1966, Kenyon had not 
seen a winning season since 1950. In the fall 
campaign of 1966, the team won one game, 14-13. 
I was a freshman on that team, and in his pep 
talk before we were annihilated by Denison in 
the last game of the season, 63-0, the head coach 
told us all not to get hurt. The coach/AD was 
let go, and Coaches Morse and McHugh were 
hired from a Division II school to turn Kenyon’s 
woeful program around. They brought two 
things in with them: permission to recruit and a 
machine nicknamed the “Green Monster.” The 
turnaround in Kenyon’s football program began 
there, at the summer practice of 1967. But noth-
ing would have happened if not for the two cap-
tains, who knew they would never see the fruits 
of the attitude they brought to the field every day 
(John Greller and Gary “Pinky” Pendergraph). 
They were truly inspirational.
After a grueling pre-season we lost every game. 
But we were in every game we played, and we 
knew it. We had also started nine freshmen on 
offense. The next season we were 5-4 — the first 
winning season since 1950. My senior year, 1969, 
we were 6-3. We lost one game by two points and 
another by one point. We considered it a disap-
pointing campaign because our expectations 
of ourselves had been raised so high. When, as 
alumni, we heard about the 1972 season, we all 
felt some of the pride of that accomplishment 
because we had lived “the turnaround.”
Paul Keiner ’70 P’99 
More grit on the gridiron
“Grit on the Gridiron” (Winter 2020) is an 
excellent article that is lacking, however, in 
completion! Not once were the Kenyon football 
teams of 1950, 1951 or 1952 mentioned. In 1950 
Kenyon garnered its first undefeated team, going 
5-0-1. The reason for only six games: the College 
decided to play freshmen and the rules of the 
conference forbade freshmen from playing on 
the varsity.
As quarterback on the 1950, ’51 and ’52 teams, 
I was privileged to play with some great men. 
That undefeated season was 70 years ago and 
yet, in my 88th year, I can still remember some 
of the outstanding plays many of my teammates 
made. Sadly, a number of them are no longer 
with us. But we survivors savor and remember 
fondly our great football teams of Kenyon from 
1950, ’51 and ’52.
Dom Cabriele ’53
 
EDITOR’S RESPONSE: We are grateful to both  
Paul and Dom for setting the record straight on  
Kenyon’s previous football team triumphs. We 
regret our error of omission.
Illegible
My copy of Kenyon Alumni Magazine for Winter 
2020 arrived today. Very handsome and colorful. 
Unfortunately, also illegible, because of the tiny 
font used in so many articles and, especially for 
us geezers, the alumni news.
Kipp Barksdale ’64
Tiny Print
I received the redesigned Kenyon Alumni Maga-
zine. I regret to say I found it totally unreadable 
due to the inexplicable choice of tiny, tiny print. 
Do you not realize that anyone over the age of 
perhaps 40 can’t read that comfortably without 
a magnifying glass? I’m sad. I’m sure there is 
lots of fun and/or interesting stuff in there but I 
won’t be reading it. 
Linda Michaels, former associate director of 
public affairs (retired)
EDITOR’S RESPONSE: After several readers 
expressed concern about readability in the  
Winter 2020 Kenyon Alumni Magazine, we made 
updates to enhance legibility throughout the 
publication. Please email any additional concerns 
to editor@kenyon.edu.



































Our social media expert, David Hoyt ’14,  
scours the Kenyon web so you don’t have to. Here’s his  
report on what’s … well, let’s not call it “going viral.”
MEMES ARE MEANT  
TO BE SHARED 
— but it’s still good online etiquette to credit 
their originators. Unfortunately, that didn’t 
happen when Tillie Wang ’23 shared a Roll Safe 
meme (I’ll give you a minute to Google this) 
with the campus-centered comedy clearing-
house Kenyon Memes for Philandering Teens. 
Wang’s clever creation was quickly co-opted 
by college students nationwide whose insti-
tutions also use the Duo security app. I guess 
imitation is the sincerest form of flattery?
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS
The “Music and Entrepreneurship” course 
taught by Professor of Music Ted Buehrer 
’91 had a viral moment on TikTok thanks 
to a class visit from Los Angeles-based 
composer Kenneth Burgomaster ’91. Maeve 
Griffin ’23 recorded a clip of the Zoom video 
conference in which Burgomaster explained 
how he used samples of Miley Cyrus’ 
voice to write a series of short transitional 
riffs for the TV show “Hannah Montana” 
— micro-compositions that have found 
fame in their own right as a popular TikTok 
sound. See page 13 for more on this class.
 KNOWING THAT KENYON’S  
NEWLY ADMITTED CLASS OF 2024 
WOULD MISS OUT 
on the traditional pomp and circumstance of 
a high school graduation this spring,  
bestselling author John Green ’00 shared 
a video message of encouragement and, 
as he’s apt to do, a good story. When Green 
missed his class’s Commencement, the late 
Professor of Religious Studies Donald Rogan 
threw him a non-traditional ceremony that 
was even more meaningful. Kenyon’s seniors, 
whose formal Commencement has been 
delayed, also took the message to heart. 
Watch Green’s message at  
bulletin.kenyon.edu.
WHETHER INSPIRED BY  
TOO MANY STRAIGHT DAYS OF 
QUARANTINE PASTA  
or just good old-fashioned nostalgia for  
Gambier, Gabrielle Healy ’18 (@g_healy_)  
took to Twitter in April to ask: 
“what was your regular  
Village Market run?” 
Responses ranged from 
 “a bag of salt and black 
pepper kettle chips and a 
giant can of Peace Tea”  
to  
“hint-of-lime chips  
and a carton of Paul  
Newman lemonade”  
and  
“wine when I was too lazy 
to drive to Walmart.”  
You only get four years in Gambier, but late-
night junk food memories never grow stale. 















In addition to being the Village of Gambier’s newly 
elected mayor, having begun his four-year term in 
January 2020, Leeman Kessler is known across the 
internet for his “Ask Lovecraft” web series, in which he 
impersonates the early 20th-century American super-
natural cosmic horror writer H.P. Lovecraft. He spoke 
to the Kenyon Alumni Magazine from his Gambier 
home, which he shares with Chaplain and Harcourt 
Parish Priest-in-Charge Rachel Kessler ’04; their two 
children, Amanda (6) and Martin (2, pictured); and a 
border collie mix named Bilbo.
Online: leemankessler.com 
Birthplace: Ogbomoso, Nigeria 
How would you describe yourself in a sentence? 
Normally I say “Nigerian-born, clergy spouse,  
H.P. Lovecraft impersonator mayor,” but that’s  
not really a sentence.
In a time of physical distancing, what role do  
you see yourself playing in keeping the Gambier 
community connected? 
This has been so difficult, because so much of how I 
engaged with the community was in person at the coffee 
shop, the post office, the bookstore, the VI, the church, 
Peirce and on and on. Meeting people by schedule or 
by accident and hearing from them directly informed 
so much of my mayoral routine. Now I’m trying to make 
do with phone calls, email and that most ephemeral of 
connections — social media. Still, we’re all doing what we 
can to keep people informed about what’s happening in 
the area. Our hope is to have as little additional disrup-
tion in the village on top of everything else and to make 
ourselves as available as possible.
How do you reconcile being mayor of a small Ohio 
village with having a hometown so far away? 
Gambier has rapidly become my hometown. I’ve 
grown up in a lot of different places — I was born in 
Africa and grew up for a good long while in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and then lived in Toronto for almost a 
decade. So I’ve always been mobile. And Gambier is an 
international community. There are people here from 
all over the world.
What’s your proudest accomplishment? 
Oofa doofa. That’s really hard to say. Creatively, one of 
my biggest things I’m proud of was getting to perform 
my Lovecraft show for George R.R. Martin at his Jean 
Cocteau Cinema in Santa Fe, New Mexico. That was 
definitely a career high for me. He’s been such a huge 
hero of mine for a long time.
What’s the best advice anyone has ever given you?
“No apologies, no preambles.” My drama teacher in 
high school would always yell at you if you said “Well, 
this isn’t going to be very good,” or “I’m sorry if you 
don’t like this.” He said, “Just start the work. Don’t 
make excuses.”  —DAVID HOYT ’14
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“Our hope (is) to create an 
environment that recognizes and 
affirms people from all walks of life.” 
— GAMBIER MAYOR  
Leeman Kessler ’04 
on the Village of Gambier becoming Knox County’s 
first municipality to adopt comprehensive,  
LGBTQ-inclusive anti-discrimination legislation,  
in the Mount Vernon News. 
“We can be superheroes. ...  
We can be the ones running 
towards the fire in our own 
internally built hazmat suit. And 
that is a tremendous opportunity.”
— COVID-19 SURVIVOR 
Diana Berrent ’96 
speaking with Agence France-Presse about donating 
her antibodies in the fight against the virus.
“In Knox County, Ohio, the first 
recorded presence of an African 
American person was in 1808. There 
have always been settlements.”
— PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY AND LEGAL STUDIES 
Ric Sheffield 
on WOSU Public Media, discussing his work  
to “reclaim and spread the lost history of African 
Americans in the state.”





As COVID-19 spread through-
out China this winter, Profes-
sor of Political Science Pam 
Camerra-Rowe emailed her 
former student, Nick Kaufman 
’19, to ask how he was doing. 
Kaufman, a Fulbright student 
researcher had been living 
and working in China’s Anhui 
province since August and 
was grappling with uncer-
tainty about his future there. 
At the end of January, and 
before ultimately deciding 
to leave China, Kaufman 
responded to Camerra-Rowe 
with the following note.
In early February, WBUR’s “Here & Now” interviewed 
Kaufman about his experience in China at the outset 






























































Professor Camerra-Rowe and Nick Kaufman ’19 in 2019
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Hi Professor!
Thanks for your concern. Yes, it has
 been a very odd couple of weeks. Co
verage of the  
virus kept a pretty low profile in the
 Mainland throughout December an
d early January.  
It wasn’t until I took the train from 
the southern city of Guangzhou acro
ss the border to 
visit Hong Kong that I became awar
e of it. I disembarked from the train
 at Hong Kong 
Kowloon West railway station, hoist
ed my backpack on and trotted up th
e steps, only to be 
faced by a wall of doctors in hazmat 
suits who were armed with body-he
at scanners. As one 
wary Hong Kong doctor pointed his
 gun-shaped thermometer at my for
ehead, I thought, “I 
wonder what the deal with this is?”
Temperature checks have become m
uch more common in recent weeks;
 they are 
required for riding the subway, visit
ing museums and even entering the
 university campus. 
I do worry that my close rapport wit
h the university guards who monito
r students coming 
in and out of campus has been a hind
rance to them performing their duty
, however. Last 
week, Da Yi, a guard I’m close with a
t the West Gate, was working the tem
perature checks. 
Walking in to grab my lunch, I lined
 up with the other students who wer
e being checked 
and dutifully removed my cap. Da Y
i, upon seeing me, signaled me out o
f line with a stern 
“Ni Ke!” (the sinicization of my nam
e).
“Your temperature was perfect yest
erday.” 
“It was.”
“Do you feel healthy?”
“Yes.”
“Do you think that you have the Wu
han Coronavirus?”
“I certainly hope not.”
He gave a satisfied grunt and then w
aved me through, no temperature ch
eck required. 
Since then, the university has electe
d to suspend the start of the spring s
emester and has 
instituted a mini quarantine of the c
ampus — no one is allowed in or out
. Stuck on the out-
side, I’ve had to replace my afternoo
n ritual of running on the university
 track with jogging 
through my neighborhood, instead. 
Save for a few hearty cab drivers, the
 streets are largely 
empty, keeping the pollution down a
nd giving my lungs a break. Mostly e
veryone is staying 
inside and avoiding crowds. 
It’s tough finding fresh meat and veg
etables to cook, and I struggled to fin
d an open 
restaurant. However, a godsend has
 been a local Anhui chain called Lao
 Xiang Ji that 
serves up provincial favorites (most
ly chicken over rice). The branch in 
my neighborhood 
is the only place open and has served
 my last three dinners. With a city on
 edge, petrified 
about going outside and getting sick
 — their delivery business is boomin
g. 
It’s delivering so much that the loca
l delivery guys from Eleme and Meit
uan (the Chi-
nese equivalent of Uber Eats — but o
n motor-scooters, not cars) have cam
ped out at the 
restaurant, motor-scootering off wit
h the next order as soon as it’s prepa
red. They’ve come 
to occupy the majority of the dining
 area, chain-smoking, drinking (drin
king and driving 
laws don’t appear to apply to motor-
scooter delivery folks) and gambling
 away their earn-
ings on low-stakes card games of “la
ndlord”— a Chinese favorite.
Initially they were amused to find a 
seemingly feckless American wande
ring around 
their beleaguered city. But now I’ve 
become an expected guest, and they
 raise their glasses 
at me when I come in and ask if I’m 
sick of chicken over rice yet.
On a more glum personal note, my gi
rlfriend, Camille, found out this mor
ning that her 
study-abroad program in China was 
canceled on account of the virus. So s
he’s headed back 
to Kenyon rather than out to visit me
. Of course, this is quite disappointin
g, as she was due 
to arrive in some 36 hours. Perhaps m
ost distressing in the short term is de
aling with all the 
reservations I had made for our visit 
together, including, but not limited t
o, dinner at a high-
end Shanghai restaurant with a beau
tiful view of the lit-up Bund, and a we
ekend of biking 
through the spectacular karst mount
ains of Yangshuo in Guangxi.
Now I’m stuck with a hold on a table in
 Shanghai and down payments I’ve alr
eady paid for 
two bike rentals. I’m not really sure w
hat to do with them. Maybe I’ll ask on
e of my new motor-
scooter delivery friends if he wants to
 come away with me on a romantic we
ekend for two.
Have a great week!
Nick
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The Upside Down
Dannie Lane ’22, a Chinese and economics 
double major from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
took this photo of Henry Spencer Moore’s 
sculpture “Large Spindle Piece” in the 
Science Quad months before Kenyon’s 
campus closed in response to the –
pandemic. “Perspective is a funny thing,” 
he said of the image, which has taken on 
new meaning for Lane (and his social media 
followers) in the age of COVID-19. “It’s 
easy to live outside of the present, to take 
for granted the opportunities we have. In 
March, Kenyon students were faced with a 
realization — a change in perspective — and 
what was once mundane, uninteresting 
or overlooked, like a walk through the 
Science Quad, quickly became a memory. 
It’s cruel that we don’t know a good thing 
until it’s gone. But, on the brighter side, 
this displacement will undoubtedly fill 
us with a new sense of gratitude for the 
simple joy of being together — whenever 
that day arrives.” See more of Lane’s 
photography at dannielane.com.
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Lucy Irwin ’20  >
“Lisa” 
(from “My Favorite Strangers” series)
Oil on canvas | 6' x 5' 
“The people depicted in this series have prepared and 
served me breakfast, lunch and dinner for four years. In an 
open letter to Kenyon’s senior class, Lisa wrote that she 
wishes she could ‘protect and take care of each and every 
one (of the students she sees),’ and that her enthusiastic 
greetings are how she makes ‘her kids’ feel seen and loved.”
STUDENT VOICE  |  SENIOR ART EXHIBITION 
A New
 Medium
Studio art majors showcase  
their final projects online
Every  spring, graduating studio art majors take 
part in a beloved end-of-the-semester tradition 
when their final projects are shown together in a 
Gund Gallery exhibition. 
Under extraordinary circumstances this year, 
the seniors, who were determined to continue 
with their planned show, created a virtual gallery 
of their paintings, photographs, prints, sculp-
tures, installations, and new and mixed media 
projects online. “While we can’t be together 
during this difficult and unpredictable time, we 
can relish the experiences we shared making art 
together when Horvitz was our home, and our 
projects danced in (our professors’) dreams,” 
they wrote on the website. 
The artworks featured here, along with many 
others, can be viewed on the website housing the 
gallery, seniorartexhibitionkenyon.com.
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< Sarah Townsend ’20  
“SCREAM”
Inkjet prints on Pictorico film | 32" x 17-20" each 
“In this series, I photograph my female friends and 
myself ferociously screaming and install these  
photographs as a maze; I encourage these women 
to embody anger, scream at sexism, and gain agency 
through this emotional catharsis.”




Luan, poplar, enamel 
paint, paint markers | 
72" x 36" x 5.625"
“My family has moved 
often, living in seven 
different homes across 
Mexico, France, Belgium 
and the U.S. ‘Memo-
ryscapes’ stands as a 
visual representation 
of the multifaceted 
relationships I keep 
with my past and 
present homes.”
MWF 10:10-11 A.M.




cian: Building a 
Career, Earning a 
Living and Making  
a Difference,” 
by David Cutler
“Lessons from a 
Street-Wise  
Professor: What You 
Won’t Learn at Most 
Music Schools,” 
by Ramon Lee Ricker
 60-SECOND SYLLABUS  |  MUSIC 325 
 State of
the Art
Music and Entrepreneurship 
in the 21st Century
There’s more to the music industry than soloists 
taking elegant bows by their Steinways and 
rock stars jamming for sold-out crowds. “State 
of the Art: Music and Entrepreneurship in the 
21st Century,” a new course offered by Pro-
fessor of Music Ted Buehrer ’91, leverages the 
experiences of Kenyon alumni to illuminate 
career paths that combine musicianship with 
management, event planning and business 
sense. Among the special guests to Skype and 
Zoom their way into the classroom this spring 
were “Half Waif” indie singer-songwriter Nandi 
(Plunkett) Levine ’11, TV and film composer 
Kenneth Burgomaster ’91 (whose virtual visit 
with Buehrer’s class, in which he shared how he 
composed musical transitions for the Disney 
Channel’s “Hannah Montana,” went viral on 
TikTok) and Suzanne Wilson ’93, president of 
the Phoenix Symphony. 
Like musicians all around the world, who faced 
canceled gigs and innovated new ways of making 
music during the COVID-19 global lockdown, 
Buehrer and his students swiftly changed course 
when Kenyon shifted to remote learning. Instead 
of producing a live, in-person musical event for 
their final project, the class created the Kenyon 
Harmony Project. The online concert showcased 
submitted videos of virtuoso performances and 
original compositions by Kenyon community 
members, including a “Quarantine Ditty” by 
Sarah Dailey ’20 and Leah Dunbar ’20 on ukulele: 
“Right now we’re living in separate harmony; 
even miles and miles apart we still share TV.” 
The project culminated in a virtual choir join-
ing forces for a moving rendition of “Kokosing 
Farewell.” Every student spearheaded a different 
element of production, from artistic direction 
to social media marketing to audio and video 
editing, and racked up more than 1,500 views on 
their livestreamed YouTube event — certainly a 
bigger audience than could have ever crammed 
into Rosse Hall.  —  DAV I D  H OY T  ’ 14
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Future’s So Bright
Class President Jodi-Ann Wang ’20  
completed her senior year at Kenyon from 
her hometown of Vancouver, Canada.
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CLASS OF 2020  |  LIFE NOW 
College,  
Interrupted 
The Class of 2020 entered college in a time 
of political uncertainty. They forged deep 
connections and believed the world would 
soon be theirs to shape. Enter, pandemic.
BY MARY KEISTER
PHOTOGRAPHS BY GABRIELLE REVERE
PHOTOS BY GABRIELLE REVERE
The day before Kenyon’s spring break started, Senior Class Presi-dent Jodi-Ann Wang ’20 emailed her classmates:    “Here’s the news we’ve all been waiting for!!!!” she wrote, 
announcing that Samie Kim Falvey ’96 
would deliver the address at the 192nd Com-
mencement, scheduled for May 16. 
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“Enjoy your Friday and have a wonderful spring 
break!” she added in closing the Feb. 28 email, 
before crossing “Commencement announcement” 
off her presidential to-do list. Next up: the Senior 
Week schedule, packed with activities meant to 
ease the heartache that accompanies scores of 
farewells. Wang got to work. “I had the Senior 
Week schedule in my email draft folder, ready to 
send to seniors,” recalled the international studies 
major from Vancouver, Canada. “And then school 
was canceled.” 
In the days between Feb. 28 and March 16, 
2020, virtually every American college and uni-
versity would be forced to reimagine its oper-
ations as concerns about COVID-19 in the U.S. 
crescendoed. On March 9, the first three cases of 
COVID-19 were confirmed in Ohio, and Governor 
Mike DeWine declared a state of emergency. On 
March 10, Kenyon announced plans to extend 
spring break by a week and shift to remote 
learning for an additional week in order to reduce 
potential exposure. A day later, the World Health 
Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic. 
Soon after, life in Ohio quieted with a steady drip 
of closures: Gatherings. Fitness centers. Salons. 
Dine-in restaurants. In-person voting. 
On March 16, armed with new knowledge 
about the pandemic’s scope, the College issued 
an immediate suspension of its residential pro-
gram for the rest of the semester.
Senior Week, with all its revelry, looked 
unlikely. Wang never sent her email. 
Support through community
Wang and her peers in Kenyon’s Class of 2020 
have faced the strange before. In some ways, this 
remarkable end to their time as Kenyon students 
mirrored their earliest days in Gambier. Their 
first semester in 2016 began with all the usual 
trappings of fall: First-Year Sing, midterms, Fam-
ily Weekend, the crunch of golden leaves along 
Middle Path. It also included a presidential elec-
tion with a widely unexpected outcome, one that 
jolted many Kenyon students from the relative 
predictability, thus far, of their days at college. 
In the hours, days and weeks after the 2016 elec-
tion, students sought support through community. 
Hundreds gathered the following day in Peirce 
Hall, the Kenyon Collegian reported, to process, 
together, the election results and their meaning 
for the world. Some students joined groups such 
as the Black Student Union (BSU), Sisterhood and 
Adelante, to find solidarity in uncertain times. 
“You feel so small when you’re 18 and just got 
to college and all these things are happening 
around you and you don’t really have a say,” said 
English major Camila Wise ’20, of Camarillo, 
California, about her experience that fall. 
Over the next four years, these seniors did 
learn how to have their say, gaining voice and 
confidence through rigorous coursework, 
extracurriculars, internships, off-campus study 
— everything they had been told would lead to a 
lifetime of career excellence. 
Kenyon’s campus evolved in impressive 
ways, too, through their four years: Construc-
tion projects included the relocation of Unity 
and Snowden houses, a new Black Box Theater 
and Village Market, a film center in downtown 
Mount Vernon and a renovated bookstore. Farr 
Hall was demolished, and in its wake rose new 
apartments, study spaces and a new home for 
the Gambier Deli. Since 2019, a pair of cranes 
deployed to construct the new Chalmers Library 
(expected to be complete in 2021) has accentu-
ated the Gambier skyline.
Kenyon’s physical campus — even, tempo-
rarily, sans library — helps drive some of the 
Farm Life  
Because of international 
travel restrictions, Lina 
Berón Echavarría ’20, an 
environmental studies 
major from Quito,  
Ecuador, finished her 
spring semester on 
campus. In March, she 
moved to the Kenyon 
Farm to care for the ani-
mals in the absence of 
other student farmers.    
“I had the Senior Week schedule  
in my email draft folder, ready to send.  
And then school was canceled.”
— Jodi-Ann Wang ’20,  SENIOR CLASS PRESIDENT
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close bonds that generations of students have 
enjoyed, said Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Shaun Golding, who studies rural communities 
facing transition. 
“Schools like Kenyon have meticulously laid 
out campus spaces that are conducive to engen-
dering a strong sense of community,” Golding 
said. “Having one dining hall, for example, cre-
ates an environment where people have to bump 
into each other randomly without trying. That is 
one of the hallmarks of rural life that makes peo-
ple attached to rural communities: institutions 
that are anchors, like hospitals and schools, that 
become spaces where you have these random 
unplanned meetings.” 
But what happens when your campus 
becomes off-limits due to a pandemic and you 
can no longer congregate in Peirce, along Middle 
Path, on the Science Quad or Ransom Lawn? 
Were the bonds of this class strong enough to 
survive the physical distance and global uncer-
tainty awaiting it?
  ‘The glue of a small college’
Even as society churned with the pandemic’s 
effects, Gambier spring still blossomed. “The flow-
ers are budding, the trees are getting green. The 
physical space of Kenyon hasn’t changed. But it’s 
changed in spirit,” said Lina Berón Echavarría ’20.
Berón Echavarría, an environmental studies 
major, witnessed the evolution of the semester 
up-close. She had planned to spend spring break 
on campus instead of flying home to Quito, 
Ecuador. (Her decision proved prescient: On 
March 16, Ecuador and Colombia, where she 
also holds citizenship, announced a halt to all 
incoming international travel.) 
But instead of reuniting with her friends and 
classmates at the end of spring break, she spent 
the rest of the semester enjoying the company of 
only one housemate and many goats, ducks and 
chickens at the Kenyon Farm, where she moved 
in mid-March to care for the animals in the 
absence of other student farmers. 
The change in community spirit that Berón 
Echavarría and others experienced tracks with 
the complicated emotions that come with the 
closure of a community institution, Golding said. 
“Rural communities grapple with institu-
tional loss pretty regularly in the U.S. Hospitals 
close, and schools consolidate. Suddenly the 
community anchor is no longer there, and you 
are left floating,” Golding said. “But I think it’s 
rare that a community is suddenly dispersed like 
this. When a class graduates, they’re dispersing 
automatically, but there are rituals and rites of 
passage that are engineered to make that some-
thing that is emotionally fortifying rather than 
emotionally devastating.” 
When Kenyon announced its plans to suspend 
its residential program, Tommy Johnson ’20 
sensed a new urgency to stay connected with his 
peers. The political science major from Pittsboro, 
North Carolina, made sure to continue at least 
one ritual that had been vital to his senior year: 
breakfast. While on campus, he would start each 
day in Peirce Hall with Justin Sun ’20 and Nate 
Gordon ’20. Johnson arranged for the trio to now 
gather each Thursday morning on Google Meet, 
where they watch one another make breakfast 
before resuming their usual banter regarding 
current events and their Kenyon studies. 
“Everyone is lamenting the loss of those con-
nections you don’t always think about,” said Sun, 
an English and Spanish double major from San 
Jose, California. “Of course I’m still going to talk 
to my best friends through this, but those people I 
smile at as I walk by, or whom I share a meal with 
every now and then? We don’t have those connec-
tions anymore. That’s kind of the glue of a small 
college, when we’re all together on the Hill.” 
Students got creative in sustaining friendships 
through letters, social media, virtual trivia nights, 
book clubs and poetry swaps. Student Council 
President Delaney Barker ’20, a political sci-
ence major from Monroe, Ohio, celebrated her 
April birthday with friends by watching a show 
together on Netflix Party. Wang regularly checked 
in with her senior class constituents via email 
and Instagram posts. Wise maintained a group 
text with fellow English majors to commiserate, 
then celebrate, the process of completing their 
honors theses. Leah Dunbar ’20 collaborated with 
classmates in her “Music and Entrepreneurship” 
class (see page 13) on a virtual musical initiative 
titled the Kenyon Harmony Project. Many stu-
dents relied on the popular short-video platform 
TikTok to stay attuned to the pulse of their peers. 
“It’s piecemeal, but it’s not nothing,” Sun said.
But even with group texts and virtual happy 
hours, an undercurrent of loss swept through the 
latter half of the semester, manifesting in myriad 
ways. For Wise, being far from friends meant 
relinquishing “the kind of spontaneity of walking 
Coffee Talk  
During quarantine, 
Tommy Johnson ’20 
of Pittsboro, North 
Carolina, continued one 
ritual that had been 
vital to his senior year, 
over Google Meet: daily 
breakfast meet-ups 
with Justin Sun ’20 and 
Nate Gordon ’20. 
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down Middle Path and stumbling across a friend 
… and feeling comfort wherever I go because 
there’s always someone I love nearby.” For Erin 
Donnelly ’20, an English and French double 
major from Lisle, Illinois, upheaval from campus 
meant an unmooring from the daily routine she 
had cultivated through her four years: wake up 
early, shower, then hustle to Wiggin Street to snag 
a good table before the morning rush. “And now 
it just kind of blends together,” she noted of her 
April days at home. “I can still get up and take a 
shower, but then I don’t go anywhere.” 
“I’m not remembering Kenyon as much for the 
big moments as I am just for the day-to-day way 
that I lived my life there and enjoyed it so much 
— walking around campus, feeling like I had a 
purpose, somewhere to be,” Donnelly added. 
Berón Echavarría lost an opportunity to share 
with her peers the capstone project for her studio 
art minor, a colorful window installation in Peirce 
Hall. Wise lost time to cross off the final item 
on her Kenyon bucket list: a lazy spring dip in 
the Kokosing. Wang lost the moments she had 
worked for all year: when, after finishing graduate 
school applications, her honors thesis, and wrap-
ping up end-of-year Senior Week plans, she could 
finally lean back and relax with friends in her 
campus apartment. Shannon Paige ’20, an inter-
national studies and modern languages and lit-
erature double major currently living in Atlanta, 
lost the moment she had planned to, at long last, 
sign the Matriculation Book. (“I kept forgetting 
every year,” she sighed, “and I had thought, well, it 
will be cute to do it during graduation week.”) 
All the seniors lost the last spring at Kenyon 
that they had idealized: sunny afternoons spent 
socializing on lawns, long conversations with 
beloved professors, extensive goodbyes, a lan-
guid easing into their postbaccalaureate selves, 
an upholding of the traditional rhythm of a 
Kenyon education. And while the College held a 
virtual celebration of the class in May and plans 
to host an in-person Commencement ceremony 
on campus at some point in the future, this year 
would nevertheless be the first since 1829 that 
the College did not hold a spring Commence-
ment ceremony. 
  ‘An age of resilience’
Instead of joyfully flinging mortarboards into 
the air with one united whoop, these seniors 
have scattered back to childhood bedrooms 
around the world — and it’s not the same situa-
tion as just going home for summer break, notes 
Looking Back 
Shannon Paige ’20, an 
international studies 
and modern languages 
and literature double 
major living in Atlanta, 
regrets not signing 
the Matriculation 
Book earlier in her 
college career.
“Now, for me, independence is less  
about being on your own spatially and  
more about being able to  
be a support for people in my life.”
— Tommy Johnson ’20
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Associate Professor of Psychology Dana Krieg, 
an expert in developmental transition. 
“Research shows that individuals in emerging 
adulthood, ages 18 to 25, report feeling unstable 
and ‘in between’ childhood and adulthood. Being 
forced to move home unexpectedly and facing 
uncertainty about the future will likely exacer-
bate both those feelings,” she said. “Many of our 
students have been abruptly put into caregiving 
roles during this pandemic, caring for quaran-
tined and ill family members, helping siblings 
navigate remote learning, and worrying for 
themselves and others.”
The pandemic shifted the notion of indepen-
dence previously held by Johnson. “It’s hard to 
feel like you have agency when your day is just 
staying put at home with your parents,” he said. 
“But now, for me, independence is less about 
being on your own spatially and more about 
being able to be a support for people in my life.” 
“When you go away to college, you learn so 
many new things about yourself,” Donnelly said. 
“Who I am at Kenyon is the more independent 
version of myself, and so coming back home has 
felt like a push and pull to not return to a depen-
dent, almost less mature version of myself.”
That’s an expected feeling, Krieg said. 
“Emerging adulthood has been described 
as the age of possibilities. It’s also an age of 
resilience,” she added. “During early adulthood, 
under normal circumstances, there are things 
that don’t work out as planned. I encourage our 
students to look for the positives and reflect on 
what’s important to them.”
  ‘By breaking us apart,  
it created bonds.’
If there’s a positive outcome from this pandemic, 
it may be this: Undoubtedly, this Class of 2020 
will experience a connection like no other. 
“The thing about COVID-19 is that by break-
ing us all apart, it created bonds. There’s a level 
of understanding and deeper relationships that 
are more intimate,” Johnson said. 
“This has emphasized for me how the relation-
ships I’ve made at Kenyon with my professors and 
classmates are the strongest point of my educa-
tion,” said Dunbar, a music major from Hillsbor-
ough, New Hampshire. “This has reiterated how 
willing people are to be there for each other.”
“I had always been so excited for that final 
Senior Sing, for Senior Week, for graduation, 
for the last Summer Sendoff, and for everything 
to end so unceremoniously has been incredibly 
disappointing and heartbreaking. But hopefully 
establishing these kinds of ways to connect with 
each other will make it more likely that we’ll 
stay connected into the future, and we’ll keep up 
these patterns,” Barker added. 
“We know now that our relationships can 
withstand us all being far apart.” 
Advice for 
Uncertain Times
We invited former senior class presidents 
to share their advice with members of 
the Class of 2020 as they graduate into 
a world filled with uncertainty. Here are 
some of their words of wisdom.
Sarah Wasserman ’03
“Kenyon has shaped you, but it didn’t 
make you. Your world is so much 
bigger than Middle Path, your life so 
much more than this moment in time. 
Allow yourself to grieve the things you 
have lost in the present but know that what lies ahead is so much 
stranger and more beautiful than you can imagine.”
Gwen Faulkner ’08
“Your post-college 20s will be the first times in your 
lives without a clear road map of what comes next. 
Use today’s uncertainty to empower you to take big 
risks and not be fearful of ‘wrong turns,’ as those 
wrong turns are often more important to 
finding your way than the ‘right’ ones.”
Sarah Zukowski ’09
“You don’t need to walk across a stage 
with a diploma in hand to be ready for life 
after Kenyon. The Kenyon experience 
forms relationships that continue well 
beyond Gambier and fosters a community 
that will support and surprise you for years ahead, something you 
will soon realize is uniquely Kenyon. It’s especially clear when your 
non-Kenyon post-grad friends start getting annoyed at how often 
they hear, ‘Oh, I know them — they went to Kenyon!’” 
 
Leland Holcomb ’14
“Where history puts a period, the future starts 
a new sentence. Though you enter a turbulent 
world, Kenyon sends you pen in hand to write 
your story. It won’t be as you imagined, but that’s 
OK. Be patient and grateful. You are going to 
lead fascinating, valuable and precious lives.”
Madeleine Jacobs ’15
“In moments of doubt, fear or uncertainty, never 
underestimate the importance of small gestures. 
Whether it is a passing smile, an extra hand or a 
word of comfort, there is always room for a 
little more kindness in the world.”
Sriya Chadalavada ’19 
“Uncertainty gives rise to insecurity, doubt 
and worry. But it also leads to ingenuity and 
discovery. It’s OK if you don’t know exactly 
what you’re doing, particularly during this 
time of uncertainty. Every step, even if it’s 
a misstep, still counts as a step forward.”
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In March and early April, as essential workers fought 
at the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic and others 
flattened the curve by sheltering in place, we asked more 
than 50 Kenyon alumni what it felt like to be in their shoes 




Snapshots of a pandem
ic
22  |   KENYON ALUMNI MAGAZINE
“What have I 
learned about 
myself ? That  
I am useful in the  
apocalypse!”
CAMILA ODIO ’11, A HOSPITALIST PHYSICIAN AT YALE-NEW 
HAVEN HOSPITAL, IS SLATED TO START AN INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE FELLOWSHIP AT THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF 
HEALTH IN BETHESDA, MARYLAND, THIS SUMMER. 
I am so grateful that all my years of training have 
allowed me to contribute to my community in 
this way. My optimism is kindled daily by the 
teamwork I witness between doctors, nurses, 
respiratory therapists, pharmacists, physician’s 
assistants on the clinical side, and scientists, 
research coordinators and medical students on 
the investigative side. The best parts of human-
ity are highlighted when we work together.
“My wife and I have 
gotten pretty good at 
changing our daugh-
ter’s diaper while on a 
conference call.”
BENJAMIN HELFAT ’03 IS PRINCIPAL OF BOSTON ADULT 
TECHNICAL ACADEMY. 
My wife and I had our first child, Lucy, in Septem-
ber. A six-month-old needs constant attention 
and doesn’t care if you’re talking to the superin-
tendent of schools! We take social distancing very 
seriously, and it’s been hard not to include our 
parents in Lucy’s early months. We’ve taught the 
grandparents how to Zoom and FaceTime, and 
thankfully Lucy is great on camera. We even did 
our Passover seder on Zoom; it wasn’t the same, 
but we’re thankful and proud that our family is 
being prudent, safe and responsible. 
“Literature reminds  
me that epidemics 
have always been a part 
of history.”
JENNA WALKER ’04 IS A COPY EDITOR AT BOCCONI 
UNIVERSITY IN MILAN.  
For generations writers have woven narratives 
around plagues and pandemics. In times of 
uncertainty, it’s comforting to remember that 
the human condition has remained largely 
unchanged, and studying literature throughout 
the years is proof of that. Wealthy people escap-




JON MEREDITH ’94 IS  
THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
DIRECTOR AT DURHAM 
ACADEMY IN DURHAM, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
The anxiety that this 
virus generates has 
penetrated my usually- 
optimistic persona. 
I’m not sleeping as 
well as I usually do. My 
17-year-old daughter 
has asthma and when 
she spiked a fever last 
week, I’m not sure I 
was ever as terrified. 





care of the 






BONHAM ’92 IS VICE 
PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT 
AFFAIRS AT KENYON 
COLLEGE. 
Closing down a 
residential campus 
was an emotionally 
fraught, intense 
process filled with 
complex and weighty 
decisions amid great 
uncertainty. In the 
aftermath, I needed 
to focus on my 
family, and perhaps 
on giving myself 
some grace, too.
As we have settled 
into a “pandemic 
normal,” we seem 
to be tapping into 
our humanity a little 
bit more. When all 
of this is over, I feel 
hopeful that all 
of us will be more 
intentional about 
checking in and sup-




























ERIN SCHAFF ’11 IS A STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER FOR  
THE NEW YORK TIMES IN 
WASHINGTON, D.C.
I’m still going out every 
day to cover the coronavi-
rus pandemic and politics. 
It was an adjustment to 
learn how to properly 
wear personal protective 
equipment and find ways 
to connect with people I’m 
photographing when they 
can’t see my face behind 
a mask, but it’s getting eas-
ier with time.
Pictured:  Schaff has her 
temperature taken backstage 
before attending a press brief-
ing  on COVID-19 by President 
Donald Trump.
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ing disease-ridden cities to isolate and entertain 
themselves were described by Giovanni Boc-
caccio in the 1340s; the same topic also inspired 
Edgar Allen Poe’s allegorical “Masque of the Red 
Death” in 1842. There are several similarities 
between Alessandro Manzoni’s depiction (in 
“The Betrothed”) of the 17th-century plague in 
northern Italy and today’s coronavirus pan-
demic, including an initial denial of the situation 
and distrust of experts, fake news circulating on 
the origins of the epidemic, deserted city streets 
and quarantine restrictions, just to name a few. 
And Gabriel García Márquez’s “Love in the Time 
of Cholera” is a good reminder that, with sci-
entific progress, a disease that was so prevalent 
more than a century ago is now rare in many 
parts of the world. 






JULIA GRINER ’90 IS 
CO-OWNER OF GRANO & 
FARINA COOKING SCHOOL 
IN ROME.  
We don’t have those 
issues here.
“An emergency 
physician asked me, 
‘How am I going  
to decide who gets  
a ventilator?’ ”
KIP WILLIAMS ’89 IS STAFF CHAPLAIN AT IUH METHOD-
IST HOSPITAL IN INDIANAPOLIS. 
I work in the cardiovascular intensive care unit 
(ICU) at Methodist. This is a very busy ICU that 
provides the highest and most complex kinds of life 
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“Photographers are  
pivoting to capture  
this experience through 
the right lens.”
ANNA WATTS ’14 IS A DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHER AND 
VIDEOGRAPHER BASED IN NEW YORK.
As months of lockdown have dragged on and publi-
cations suffer financial losses, freelancers like myself 
have lost most of our income. Like so many of my 
peers, I feel a lot of anxiety about the future in and 
out of this industry and question how I can best con-
tinue to make meaningful work about this moment 
without placing anyone at undue risk. With so much 
grief in the world, creativity has been challenging, 
but ultimately I feel incredibly grateful to have my 
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“Many people are get-
ting a crash course in 
effective, empathetic 
communication.”
JAMAL JORDAN ’12 IS A DIGITAL STORYTELLING EDITOR 
FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES AND A MULTIMEDIA DOCU-
MENTARIAN. HIS BOOK “QUEER LOVE IN COLOR” WILL BE 
RELEASED NEXT YEAR. 
I was getting daily news updates of the emerging 
crisis back when this was just a mysterious illness 
infecting a few people in Wuhan, China, in 2019. 
The Times was ahead of the curve in encour-
aging people to work from home. In early 
March, we were sent an all-company email that 
described the upcoming ordeal as “one of the 
greatest crises of a generation,” which was the 
first time I realized that things were about to 
change, and quickly. 
I was already a huge fan of telework before the 
onset of the crisis, but it’s been fascinating to see 
my colleagues become more comfortable with 
our digital tools and realize that some of them 
have made our work processes a lot easier. 
I’m noticing a lot more emotional check-ins 
and general intention and clarity around the 
ways people speak to each other. I find a lot of 
personal gratification through accomplishment 
and productivity, and being forced to slow down 
the daily rhythms of life has left me thinking of 
the things I value most. 
patients who have to be placed on life support. I am 
used to a seasonal increase in the acuity, complex-
ity, morbidity and mortality of patients. But this is 
now happening in every ICU at Methodist. 
There were a few moments that stood out to 
me in March: When my director was on vacation 
and we realized that he might not be able to fly 
home. When an emergency physician asked me, 
“Eric, how am I going to decide who gets a ven-
tilator?” When a veteran emergency nurse said, 
“You need to pray for us every day.”  
What is new? I provide spiritual care to family 
members on the phone. I provide more spiritual 
care to the medical staff than I have in the past, 
maybe twice as much. I spend more time in oper-
ational planning meetings addressing questions 
such as, ‘What are the options if our morgue is full?’
To the question, “What can you do with a 
philosophy major?” My answer is, “I am doing it 
right now.” 
I am calling on my knowledge of ethics, 
religion and history every day. I am telling my 
medical colleagues things that help them hold 
on to the “bigger frames” of culture in making 
sense of this crisis. 








HUGGINS ’83 IS A 
REPORTER FOR THE  
ASSOCIATED PRESS  
WHO LIVES IN  
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
I focus on legal affairs 
as a reporter, but I 
cover a little bit of 
everything, from  
politics to entertain-
ment. That’s been  
consistent in my 
career all the way back 
to the Collegian. 
Not now. 
From the time I 
log onto my work 
accounts in my home 
office until I leave 
downtown after the 
(governor’s) daily 
briefing, it’s all coro-
navirus, all the time. 
The universal 
impact of the pan-
demic surpasses even 
the aftermath of 9/11 




Nothing else has come 
























Pictured: Watts documented Junior Elite gymnast 
Annalise “Tiger” Newman-Achee, 14, for ESPN, as 
she adapted her intensive training schedule into 
a home-based routine without a gym, coaches or 
equipment. Gymnasts like Newman-Achee, Watts 
noted, “are competing against the backdrop of a 
contemporary moment that has spotlighted girls’ 
safety and vulnerability in athletics, and placed 
women center stage in a fight for recognition and 
equal pay. With the COVID-19 pandemic, their 
training has taken another uncharted turn.”
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“Dr. Anthony Fauci 
was my boss.”
JACK KILLEN ’71 IS A RETIRED PHYSICIAN-SCIENTIST 
RESIDING IN FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA.
I spent my career in research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health. I was deputy director and then 
director of the Division of AIDS at the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 
It has been a marvel watching my former boss, 
Tony Fauci, lead the nation through the corona-
virus crisis. His leadership style and scientific 
rigor, honed in the early HIV/AIDS years, are 
legendary. It is beyond good fortune that he 
is there — still — at the center of the country’s 
response to infectious diseases, offering the very 
best scientific advice he can, to any and all.
One thing I hope we all remember when we 
come out the other side of this catastrophe is 
that Tony also represents an army of other pub-
lic servants whose technical expertise in their 
own fields and commitment to the public good, 
regardless of political or ideological orientation, 
match his. I know this for a fact, having been 
there and worked with thousands of them over 
the course of my career.
On March 13, I came down with what turned 
out to be a mild-moderate case of COVID-19, 
confirmed by a positive test. The same day two 
friends were admitted to the hospital. Both ended 
up on ventilators in the ICU. One died several 
days later. The other finally came off the ventila-
tor after two weeks and is now recovering. 
I was luckier. I spent two weeks sick and incred-
ibly exhausted before I turned the corner. I feel 
well now. Hopefully I am now immune and con-
tributing my part to herd immunity if and when 
there are subsequent waves of infection. But we’ll 
have to wait and see as science unravels the many 
unknowns about the biology of the disease.
Many times every day, my husband, Fred, and 
I are reminded of our experience as gay men in 
the early years of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Like 
then, death, fear, deep uncertainty, unanswerable 
questions and constantly changing information 
are all around. This time, however, it’s everyone in 
the country who is affected. We learned a lot back 
then about the meaning and vital importance of 
community, channeling our anxiety, grief and 
anger into action, and adapting to new scientific 
findings. We can all do that again if we try.
“The client extended a 
leg for a ‘shoe bump.’” 
WHITNEY BROWN ’04 IS AN ASSOCIATE VETERINARIAN 
AT CLOVER VALLEY VETERINARY SERVICE AND  
OWNER OF FULL CIRCLE VETERINARY SERVICES IN 
BREMERTON, WASHINGTON.
I was at a home euthanasia appointment before 
actual social distancing was put into place. It 
occurred to me driving home that I would not be 
able to continue to practice and see appointments 
if things progressed, which of course they have. 
We have switched to curbside service where 
pet owners stay in their vehicles. Our techni-
cians come and receive the pet, we perform our 
exam, diagnostics and treatment in the clinic, 
then we return the pet to the owner and discuss 
our findings using social distancing practices. 
We use telemedicine where appropriate, but it 
is challenging when your patient can’t tell you 
what is wrong and you can’t perform a standard 
exam and are limited to pictures or video.
“I thought I was 
prepared until I 
realized I was not.”
JESSICA BROWN ’88 IS PRINCIPAL OF JULIA R. MASTER-
MAN SCHOOL IN PHILADELPHIA. 
I remember closing the school on a Friday and 
thinking that this COVID-19 situation was tem-
porary. When we were charged with distributing 
computers three weeks after the school closure, 
Philadelphia was running into one of the most vul-
nerable times of COVID-19 and the stay-at-home 
order was in full effect, with the apex approaching. 
My staff developed a safe plan to distribute 
computers in our parking lot, taking all of the 
precautions necessary. Staff volunteered to call 
hundreds of families and work on the action 
plan. The discussion was bold, and everyone 
chimed in with ideas. 
In the time of crisis, people come together. 
This has drawn many of us closer.
“In a matter of days, our 
core business was put 
on permanent hold.”
LAUREN KEILING ’08 IS THE DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC 
INSIGHTS AT ESPN IN NEW YORK. 
Using various data sources, we now analyze the 
new ways in which people are getting their news 
and entertainment across TV, radio/podcasts, 
streaming, web and app. Given that many Ameri-
cans are now in their homes for longer periods of 
the day, it is fascinating how time allocation has 
shifted. As an example, Americans are spending 
an additional hour in front of their TV screen 
per day. We are now asking fans how we can best 
serve them during this time and help maintain 
the sense of community and connection that is 
inherent to sport. 
“This would 








SKILLINGS ’93 IS THE VICE 
PRESIDENT FOR FINANCE 
AND ADMINISTRATION 
AT OBERLIN COLLEGE IN 
OBERLIN, OHIO. 
I am the daughter of 
a loving mother living 
with Alzheimer’s 
disease. The first emo-
tional jolt of this sea-
son came when I went 
to visit my mother 
at her retirement 
community, Kendal at 
Oberlin. As I entered 
the lobby of her build-
ing, I was greeted by 
a staff member who, 
while screening visi-
tors, shared the latest 
directive from Gover-
nor Mike DeWine to 
protect those in care 
facilities: This would 
be my last in-per-
son visit with my 
mother until a future, 
unknown date. The 
emotion of a daugh-
ter who already felt 
she was not visiting 
enough was released 
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DOCUMENTING COVID-19
“It became clear how 
vulnerable a gig worker 
was to the virus’s eco-
nomic repercussions.”
AJ REID ’19 IS A FREELANCE VIDEOGRAPHER, PHOTOGRAPHER, GRAPHIC 
ARTIST AND PRODUCTION ASSISTANT FOR TV AND EVENTS IN MIAMI. 
When did I know things had changed? I was gearing up to film 
a promotional video for a local after-school program when 
the program director sent me an email informing me that the 
school was suspended indefinitely due to COVID-19. That 
same day, a big gala I was booked to work on was canceled. 
Soon after realizing I was out of work, I decided to call on 
my visual arts background. I enjoy drawing faces, so I had 
the idea of doing portrait illustrations for anyone interested 
in commissioning them. A highly personalized piece of art 
can be a powerful thing for someone to own and identify 
with, especially in a time of isolation. So as an artist, I feel a 
responsibility to bring joy to people who want to see them-
selves or their loved ones in a new (and colorful) light.
“That night, I cried 
and cried.”
HUGH FORREST ’84 IS CHIEF PROGRAMMING OFFICER 
FOR SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST, A CONFERENCE AND  
FESTIVAL IN AUSTIN, TEXAS. 
I oversee a staff of about 50 people who curate, 
create, manage and execute all the conference 
and festival content for South by Southwest 
(SXSW) 2020, which was scheduled to begin 
on March 13. I think it was about March 1 that 
it became obvious how quickly the virus was 
moving in the U.S. — and that there was really 
no way that the event could happen this year. At 
that point, my reaction was grief. 
My team had worked so hard for the last 10 
months putting together this year’s event. And to 
have all that work fall apart so quickly was devastat-
ing. But it would have been even more devastating 
to Austin and to the world had the event taken place 
— and if the city had become a hot spot as a result.
I am only beginning to come out of the shock 
of all this, but there was a big bloom of creativ-
ity (particularly in the technology and startup 
sector) a few years after 9/11. I’m betting that 
we’ll see similar results on the other side of this 
COVID-19 crisis.
“Even in normal times, 
I’m a news junkie.”
AMY STEVENS ’94, OF COLUMBUS, OHIO, IS VICE PRESI-
DENT OF THE HEALTH POLICY INSTITUTE OF OHIO (HPIO). 
Much of my time is devoted to reviewing research 
evidence and translating it into actionable infor-
mation for Ohio policymakers (legislators and 
state agency leaders), our primary audience.
Some days are “All-COVID” days, where 
I spend at least eight hours reading journal 
articles, media stories, government websites; 
summarizing what I find; and discussing it 
with colleagues. On some days I also do media 
interviews or reply to media questions via email 
on the public health response to COVID-19. It’s 
tough to focus on other topics when the stream 
of information about the virus is constant. 
Advice from mental health experts is to limit 
your media consumption, but I can’t look away. 
I started a new cleaning regimen each 
morning where I go around and sanitize all the 
high-touch surfaces in our house, like the fridge 
door and the kitchen faucet handle and light 
switches. As I do this, I feel the futility of battling 
an invisible foe. Is the virus here? I have no idea. 
Am I killing it? Not sure.
“I am  
optimistic 
that we will 
get a vaccine.”
SCOTT PICKETT ’95 OWNS 
AND RUNS BEST FRIENDS 
MOBILE VETERINARY 
CLINIC IN ASHEVILLE, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
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“QUEERANTINE”   
A PHOTO SERIES BY ALLY SCHMALING ’14 
As a freelance photographer, storytelling has 
always been at the core of what I do. Energetic 
exchange — that is my medium. So when the 
whisperings of COVID-19 began and gig after gig 
was swiftly canceled, my career turned on its head 
in an instant. Alongside the grieving, I’ve had to 
reimagine what the future of my career could be, 
and what photography and storytelling could look 
like under this new set of circumstances. 
After some wallowing, I got that itchy feeling 
in the back of my brain that said, “This is a pivotal 
moment. You need to document this.” So I started 
“Queerantine,” a documentary series celebrating 
queer personhood, chosen family and community 
resiliency amid the coronavirus pandemic. Start-
ing first in my neighborhood of Jamaica Plain, 
Massachusetts, but quickly expanding to the 
greater Boston metro area, I have photographed 
nearly 50 different queer households to date.
I had initially caught wind of similar projects 
on social media, most notably #frontstepsproj-
ect, a movement started by photographers and  
typically capturing upper middle class nuclear 
family portraits within physical social distancing 
guidelines. I wanted to adopt that framework 
with a more documentary and activist edge. In 
documenting my own community, the LGBTQ+ 
community, I wanted to capture folks in a less 
poised and more personal way. I wanted to show 
the beautiful breadth of what queer family, and 
queer love, looks like.
All subjects in this series were photographed at 
their front doors — sometimes in their bedroom 
slippers, sometimes in full drag. I always stood 10 
feet away, on the sidewalk, masked and cautious. 
And I asked all of my subjects the same two ques-
tions: “What tiny, unexpected moments of joy have 
you found in this mess?” and “What does queer 
community look like/feel like/mean to you?” 
In this time, especially, I am poignantly 
reminded that the queer community has sur-
vived epidemics like the AIDS crisis and, like 
other marginalized communities, has histor-
ically been unprotected or unacknowledged 
by legal and institutional support. Without 
systemic support and recognition and, in many 
cases, without the assumption of nuclear family 
as a support network, queer people have had no 
choice but to develop pathways of community 
compassion to survive and to thrive.  
Follow @allyschmaling on Instagram for more 
“Queerantine” content.
DOCUMENTING COVID-19
“Queer people  
are no strangers  
to adversity.”
IN QUEERANTINE: Left, Gera (they/them) and Lav (she/they) 
have developed “a better appreciation for just quietly spending time 
together”. Above right, Kirbie (she/her) and Po (he/they) are “just 
figuring each other out”. Below right, Naomi (she/her) “pulled the 
Six of Cups, which relates to childhood joy, childhood memory.  
That’s what a lot of this has been for me.”
30  |   KENYON ALUMNI MAGAZINE
“I don’t think of death 
or worry about it.  
This is my job.  
High risk. It’s what I do.” 
CHRISTOPHER E. BONACCI ’88 IS AN ORAL AND MAXIL-
LOFACIAL SURGEON WHO HAS A PRIVATE PRACTICE IN 
VIENNA, VIRGINIA. 
As an oral and maxillofacial surgeon who 
trained in New York City at the peak of the 
AIDS epidemic, infection control is something 
(this community of professionals does) better 
than anyone. We are a high-risk profession for 
transmittable disease and, already, the first 
oral surgeon has died of COVID-19.
I have no money coming in. Zero. I’m insured 
against everything except a pandemic. That 
is the risk we take as small business owners. I 
never imagined that after a life of doing every-
thing by the book I could be financially wiped 
out in a few months. 
I’m grateful for government support to keep 
my business open and my staff and their families 
safe for a couple more months. We, the world, are 
all in this together as we create a new beginning.
“We feel a sense 
of urgency.”
ELIZABETH STANTON ’07 IS A DIRECTOR OF PROFES-
SIONAL PRACTICE AND THE MAGNET PROGRAM AT GOOD 
SAMARITAN MEDICAL CENTER IN LAFAYETTE, COLORADO. 
A challenge that (many of us) are facing right 
now is the anticipated patient surge. There will 
be a shortage of nurses — especially critical-care 
nurses — to care for patients. There’s also the 
anticipated shortage of resources. 
To prevent that environment from becoming 
really chaotic, every hospital has a plan to care 
for these patients if that number overwhelmed 
their hospital. This is something that Seattle 
and New York have encountered. I can’t imagine 
what it would be like to work there right now. We 
have to have a plan in place to be mindful about 
how we would manage that. 
My team and I have been asked to review the 
literature to find out the safest staffing model to 
provide care in an area of limited resources. We 
haven’t experienced the surge yet, but thinking 
of that model of care was hard. It’s so different 
from the way anyone who is alive in health care 
right now  — who hasn’t worked in a crisis — 
would think about it. 
It feels so frustrating that our country is in a 
position where we have limited resources. But 




come together with 
singular urgency 
and purpose.”
LINDA SLANEC HIGGINS ’84 IS SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
OF RESEARCH AND EXTERNAL INNOVATION AT GILEAD 
SCIENCES IN FOSTER CITY, CALIFORNIA. 
The moment that stands out in my mind is a 
discussion I was having the first week of February 
with Dr. John Mellors, our longtime Gilead friend 
and advisor, a well-known infectious disease phy-
sician-scientist and a luminary of the HIV world. 
John said there was evidence of COVID transmis-
sion by asymptomatic people. 
That hit me like a blow to the chest. 
I don’t remember whether he or I said, “Then 
a pandemic is inevitable. It’s a question of 
when, not if.” I didn’t really hear anything after 
that. We were no longer dealing with scenarios 
or what if or could be, but a Huge Reality crash-
ing down. This is 
not a drill.
That moment was 
a conversion from 
intellectual to an 
emotional response. 
It felt real, and the 
implications felt 
very real. Not “out-
break” but “pan-
demic.” After that 
comes endemic? 
What does that look 
like? How long till 
we get to “after?” I 
suppose I did all the 
normal things the rest of the day, and in the days 
after, but in my head I was processing furiously.
Drug discovery and development require major 
teamwork. Good working relationships are essen-
tial. I spent most of my day doing this in person 
and running around campus, or the world, getting 
from one meeting to the next. Now I’m talking to 
people all day every day on Zoom. 
Collaborations and consortiums are pro-
liferating to beat the virus, unencumbered by 
competitive, economic and regulatory consid-
erations of normal times. The pace is amazing. 
Keeping up when the context is changing and 
there is no road map is challenging. 
When so much is changing, the need to be 
intentional about Doing the Right Thing is 
intense. We are defining our future through our 
actions now. This is an incredible motivator.  
The people I see in my personal and professional 
life doing inspirational things, small and large, 
give me optimism.
“It brought 
me back to 
stories of 
the Cultural  
Revolution  
in China.”
PAIGE YANG ’09 IS A DOC-
TOR OF ACUPUNCTURE 
AND CHINESE MEDICINE 
IN KAILUA, HAWAII. 
I still have close 
friends in China from 
my time studying 
abroad while at 
Kenyon. I got in touch 
with them once the 
hospital was built 
almost overnight in 
Wuhan. They shared 
the severity and fear 
they had based on 
how quickly things 
were spreading. I was 
also doing business 
with some manufac-
turers in China at 
the time, and they 
got shut down. 
Once they got shut 
down they started 
sending me photos 
of themselves in 
isolation with masks 
on, grocery shopping 
in gloves, hats and 
masks, and stories of 
taking temperatures 
in order to enter 
stores and buildings. 
They also said people 
were getting fined for 
being outside, and one 
even shared that they 
weren’t sure if they 
had enough rice. 
When I heard that I 















BY LAURA HILLENBRAND ’89 H’03
 
March 14, Saturday. The sway of an Oregon road. 
Light scattered over pavement. A creek. A breeze 
sings through trees. I stop my car and breathe it in.
Something’s wrong.
My chest feels strangely compressed, as if 
bound. My lungs feel dense. Pulling air is effort. I 
inhale, exhale, listening: A sifting sound. I cough 
but it’s dry. My throat and mouth are raw, and 
my tongue tastes metallic. 
The COVID-19 pandemic is coming. In my 
little town, people are frightened. Schools are 
closing, gatherings banned. Shoppers scuffle 
over toilet paper, summoning police. COVID 
tests are in extremely short supply. Officials are 
pleading for PPE donations from veterinarians, 
nail salons, anyone. A local doctor has been 
forced to use a scuba mask. Up in Seattle, people 
are dying in exponentially growing numbers. 
Feeling a flicker of worry, I drive home and quar-
antine myself.
I’m breathless. Brushing my teeth, I pant. 
I’m shimmering hot, then rattling with chills. 
I suck chocolate to cool my scorched throat. 
My bones ache. I take a walk but turn back two 
houses away, exhausted. When speaking, I stop 
mid-sentence to catch air. I cough in jagged fits, 
feeling like I’m breathing through a pillow. 
All week, I rollercoaster. One hour I’m strug-
gling to breathe, the next better. I ride out the 
crises, waiting for the ebbs. Toward week’s end, 
my chest feels freer. I’m through the worst, I think.
I’m not. On day seven, a walk to my kitchen 
leaves me so winded I sink onto a step. I’m down 
for 10 minutes, stunned. My lungs feel bruised, 
as if my chest has been struck. That evening, a 
friend gets me on the phone with an ICU chief. 
He’s worried. “I can hear it,” he says of my 
obstructed breathing. He has an ER doctor call. 
They give me a presumptive diagnosis of COVID 
but don’t think I have to go to a hospital tonight. 
Day eight. I wake to the weight of the fallen 
sky on my chest. I rise gasping, lightheaded. My 
lungs feel as if they’re collapsing. 
A health care worker friend races over with 
a pulse oximeter. She tosses it to my porch and 
watches through a window as I hold up fingers 
to show blood oxygen readings. The numbers 
fall and fall. I’m stammering and can’t think 
cogently. Chills shudder through me. I text the 
ICU doctor. Get to an ER now, he says. 
Expecting a flood of patients, the hospital is 
building tents in the parking lot. I must go in 
alone, they’ve told me, in a mask. I have a good 
mask for wildfire smoke, but I can’t pull enough 
air through it. I tug it off and fumble to get a 
lighter mask on. I reel in, woozy, moving through 
a drowning dream. They’ve closed the glass win-
dows at the desk, so I have to nearly shout. Calling 
out the letters of my name is too much. I stagger, 
my back slaps a wall, and I slide to the floor. 
They tell me to stand outside, by the ambu-
lance door. No one comes. My coat has slid 
halfway off. I’m too weak to pull it up, so I stand 
in swaying disarray, chest heaving, shaking vio-
lently. I sink to the concrete. 
The doors open. I push myself up. They hurry 
me into a sealed room. On the bed, I’m breath-
ing hard, trembling in tooth-chattering bursts. 
The staff swirls around me, wearing elaborate 
gear, running tests. I answer questions, groping 
through mindfog, stifling my cough.
Hours pass. I breathe better. Another ebb has 
come. They let me leave, telling me to assume it’s 
COVID. If I nosedive again, come back.
Weeks pass. I don’t get better. A pulmonolo-
gist at a COVID clinic confirms I have the virus. 
With luck I won’t crash again, he says, but it’ll 
be a long road back. My internist says massive 
inflammation has shut down some 75% of my 
lung capacity. 
I write my siblings about ventilators and the 
decisions they might have to make if I deterio-
rate again. I ask them to have no regrets if they 
have to let me go. I write people I love, saying the 
things I never said.
Friends leave groceries in the driveway. The 
exertion of calling out thanks fells me. My 
boyfriend takes me on drives in the countryside. 
On bumpy roads, my lungs jar painfully. Once, 
I get out and try a slow downhill walk. After a 
few dozen yards, I sink into a ditch, gasping, and 
return home simmering with fever and wrecked 
by exhaustion. I fall into sobs but have to 
smother them. I can’t breathe and cry at once. 
It’s been seven weeks. I rest, meditate, sleep 
and hope I’m healing. I live in this moment, 
this breath, all I have, all I need. I have jagged, 
grieving hours, but most shine with an unlikely, 
overwhelmingly grateful joy. How precious is the 
ephemeral beauty of everything. 
Yesterday on our drive we came upon a sheep 
in labor in a field. I got out and walked to her. I 
sat in the grass, realizing my legs had carried me 
there with effort, but without failing. My breaths 
came in constricted pulls, but they were enough.
A tiny brown lamb slid into the world and 
rose to her first trembling steps. I sang out with 






















eral beauty of 
everything.”
Laura Hillenbrand 
‘89 H’03 is the 
bestselling author 
of “Unbroken: A 
World War II Story of 
Survival, Resilience, 
and Redemption,” 
and “Seabiscuit: An 
American Legend.”  
In an update, Hil-
lenbrand reported 
that after two and 
a half months, her 
symptoms finally 
began to ease. She’s 
now confident that 
she’s on her way 
to a full recovery.
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A Perfect Kenyon Morning
Leah Dunbar ’20 took this photo 
while walking through campus on a 
fall morning. “There’ve been many 
perfect Kenyon mornings, but this one 
may have been the most magical,” she 
said. Read more about Dunbar, and 
the Class of 2020, on page 14. 

















In “Stray: A Memoir,” Stephanie Danler ’06  
confronts the demons of her past.
BY ELIZABETH WEINSTEIN  |  ILLUSTRATION BY FRANZISKA BARCZYK 
 “It’s a strange time to be on a trip,” Stephanie Danler ’06 said when I reached her by phone on a Friday afternoon in March. She was in Hawaii with her husband and their tod-dler son, Julian. “We got here before things 
turned,” she added, referring, of course, to the 
COVID-19 pandemic that was beginning to spread 
like wildfire on the mainland. Otherwise, they 
would have canceled. 
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She had briefly stepped away from her  
family (which is about to grow larger when 
she gives birth to a second child this summer) 
to talk with the Kenyon Alumni Magazine 
about another big arrival — the publication of 
her much-anticipated second book, “Stray:  
A Memoir,” by Knopf in May. Danler’s first 
book, the 2016 novel “Sweetbitter,” was a hit 
with critics and readers alike. It was adapted 
into a TV show, produced by Danler herself, 
which ran for two seasons on Starz. 
“Stray”— a probing meditation on place, family, addiction, memory 
and trauma — is an unexpected, but perhaps not surprising, follow-up to 
“Sweetbitter.” Danler, whose prose sings with poetic cadence, has never 
been a stickler for genre conformity. 
A heaviness hung in the air and on the phone line. “It feels weird to talk 
about anything other than the virus,” I admitted to Danler. 
“Yeah, I know,” she said. “It feels very self-indulgent or something.”
During our conversation, which has been edited for length and clarity, I 
asked Danler about the experience of promoting a book while navigating the 
uncertainty of a pandemic — as well as her thoughts on memoir and privacy, 
boundary-setting and self-care, the power of Kenyon friendships and more.
a dried-up lake bed in central California, or my 
mother taking my sister and me to Disneyland 
for dinner.  I was interested in the question, 
“Why are these scenes tender to me?” I left out 
anything that did not cause me a little bit of pain. 
If it hurt me, even if I didn’t quite understand 
why, or what it meant, I knew it was probably an 
essential part of this story, which is really just 
a story of turning a small corner — it’s a very 
subtle moment of transformation. 
The writer Roxane Gay has talked about the 
process of creating boundaries for herself and 
sticking to them, especially when writing mem-
oir. How did you approach boundary-setting 
while working on “Stray”?
Well, there’s the contractual boundary of thera-
pized culture, which is, “If you treat me like X, Y or 
Z, you will not have me in your life.” I had drawn 
up contracts like that with my parents several 
times during their various rehabs. Those are help-
ful because they get you in the practice of articu-
lating what is acceptable and what is not accept-
able. But they are hard to enforce because there 
is context and extenuating circumstances and, 
of course, there’s the volatility of the heart. For 
most of us, when we love people with addiction, 
compassion is both our greatest flaw and strength. 
Then there are boundaries that are made in the 
mind, which I think were more essential to the 
writing of this book. I have to be able to separate 
from my guilt, from my shame and from my need 
to be liked. It doesn’t mean that I don’t feel guilt or 
shame, or disgust at how unlikable I am or my par-
ents are. It just means that, for the sake of telling 
the truth — my truth —and for the sake of writing, 
I have to hold the hard line there. 
The book takes place mostly in California, mov-
ing in and out of scenes from the distant and 
more recent past. Tell me about your decision 
to structure the book around location rather 
than chronology. 
I wouldn’t have written this book if I wasn’t 
actually on the soil of California. There was a 
reverberation that I got from being back home, and 
from being in this landscape, that was so foreign 
and familiar to me and was causing me to remem-
ber. In New York, it’s easy to obliterate your past 
and fill up your cup with the present tense, which 
is partially what “Sweetbitter” is about. When I 
came back to California in 2015, I had to reckon 
with how false that was and how much trauma and 
suffering I carry with me, even if I can keep myself 
really busy to distract myself from it. Place was 
really what caused the book, and so I continued to 
anchor it in place. I’m inseparable from the mood 
of the place where I am. The character in “Stray,” 
which is me, is also deeply affected by the trauma 
of Los Angeles itself — how it was made, what it 
cost and the uncertainty of its future.
How does it feel to be promoting a new book 
right now?
For me, touring is so much about connecting 
with readers. So if I don’t get to tour, I will find a 
way to be with readers this year when it is safe. 
My thoughts are with everyone, but I’m think-
ing a lot about independent booksellers right 
now. I’m thinking a lot about businesses that 
have been hurt. Quarantine is fantastic for read-
ing, but it’s about how you continue supporting 
your community.
Let’s talk about your book, “Stray.” Does it feel 
different to talk about a memoir versus a work 
of fiction like “Sweetbitter”?
It feels very different. The stories I wrote about 
in “Stray” are very much alive and still a part of 
my life, whereas when I finished “Sweetbitter,” 
the universe of that novel felt complete and dis-
crete, like it was its own entity. “Stray” is about 
the ongoingness of navigating family, and there’s 
really no artifice to hide behind. 
Reading “Stray,” I was struck by how it felt 
deeply personal while also preserving some 
mystery. How did you decide which areas of your 
life to share and which to keep for yourself?
When I was gathering material for “Stray,” I 
was really interested in scenes (from my past) 
that haunted me, and I collected those for 
years before I sat down to write the book. The 
scenes could be a landslide in Laurel Canyon or 
Stray: A Memoir 
By Stephanie Danler
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It felt to me like the person you were hardest 
on in “Stray” was yourself. Toward the end of 
the book, you ask, “What if I could be kind to 
myself? Turn this one corner? What else, I won-
der, is possible for me?” What have you learned 
as you work toward this goal?
That makes me really emotional just hearing 
you say that. Children who grow up in abusive, 
unstable and neglectful situations often struggle 
with being kind to themselves, because that’s 
not what they have been modeled. I think that 
is something I will struggle with for the rest of 
my life. When I became pregnant with my son, I 
wasn’t scared that I was going to be an alcoholic 
or neglect him or abandon him — those are my 
parents’ mistakes. I was more concerned that I 
wouldn’t be able to teach him how to be kind to 
himself, or how to trust the world, because that 
is something I am still working on. When I was 
writing “Stray,” we had moved to Barcelona. My 
husband had quit his job and was taking care of 
Julian so I could write this book. I gave myself 
three months to write the first draft. I would fin-
ish a day of writing and remembering, and end 
up being haunted, and then look at my son, my 
husband and the city of Barcelona, and I could 
not understand how I could possibly deserve this 
moment of beauty — how this woman I am writ-
ing about in “Stray” could maintain or hold this 








38  |   KENYON ALUMNI MAGAZINE
Bulletin Q&A
self that there is a possibility for grace, health, 
good decisions and love. 
My favorite parts of “Stray,” and of “Sweetbit-
ter,” center on the power of female friendships. 
How have the friendships you formed at Kenyon 
evolved since college?
Carly de Castro ’06 and Alex McKenna LeClair 
Grey Heitz Close ’06 were roommates in 
McBride. They were both from L.A., but from a 
very different L.A. than the one I grew up with, 
and I was just kind of in awe of them. They 
ended up becoming my best friends through-
out college. We all lived together, and when I 
would go back to California (on breaks) I stayed 
with their families (instead of with my mom). 
We continue growing and evolving together — 
Carly and I lived in New York together in our 
20s and Alex and I lived together in our early 
30s. Now we all live in L.A. and are in totally 
different phases of our lives, and we are bonded 
not just through the fun that we had, but by 
loss. Carly lost her mother when we were 25, 
and Alex lost both her parents in a four-year 
span during our late 20s and early 30s. And I 
have ambiguously lost my parents. The three 
of us understand each other’s hurt, and we also 
understand the importance of the family that 
you choose. As we all have kids it has become 
even more important. We all keep showing up 
for each other. Kenyon friendships seem to 
have such a solid foundation. In my experience 
they last well into adulthood. 
Given the sensitive nature of the material, at 
what point, if any, did you share manuscripts 
with the people who appear in the book?
I did, but late in the game. I gave a few people 
an opportunity to change whatever they needed 
me to change, and I was fortunate that no one 
needed that much from me. I did not let my 
parents read it. I don’t have a relationship with 
them that I am protecting, and I needed for it to 
be my story. The most important readers for me 
were my sister, my aunt, and Carly and Alex — 
the people who lived through this period of time 
with me. I let my ex-boyfriend read it, as well, 
because I have no desire to intrude on his life. 
I worked really hard to tell a true story about 
us while protecting his privacy, and I wanted to 
make sure that I had done that successfully.
I imagine that writing a book is a very different 
experience from working on a TV show. What did 
you learn from working on the Starz adaptation 
of “Sweetbitter,” and what surprised you most?
The experiences could not be more different: 
One requires extreme isolation and introspec-
tion, and the other requires an extroverted 
open-mindedness. What surprised me was 
how similar running a TV show is to running a 
restaurant, and I don’t think that I would have 
been adept at it or been able to maintain my 
position on the show if I hadn’t run restaurants 
for so long. I don’t blink from 14- or 18-hour 
days. I love the camaraderie of being on set, and 
I love the writers’ room. You sit around a table 
and you say, “What else could happen within 
this world that I created?” I found it so exciting. 
I had no desire to reproduce “Sweetbitter” beat 
by beat. If I did, I think I would have adapted it 
as a film, because that’s a complete story. I was 
interested in expanding the world and getting to 
know characters in ways that I wasn’t able to in 
the book, and once you get the actors involved, 
they knew so much, instinctually, about char-
acters that I had created but they embodied. I 
learned so much from watching the actors. 
What projects are on the horizon for you?
I hope I get to continue making film and televi-
sion because I love writing scripts. They move 
quickly, there is a certain levity to them and I 
thrive on that collaboration. Right now, I am 
mostly working on my third book, which is a 
novel. I have been nursing this novel along for 
a while and it has wanted my full attention. On 
the day I sent in the final copy edits on “Stray,” 
my editor wrote to me and asked if I was going 
to take a few days off and relax. I was like, “I’m 
already 30 pages in!” So I am working on that 
and I’m having my second baby in July, which is 
enough for this moment.
Anything else you’d like Kenyon readers 
to know?
I don’t want to sound like a cheerleader or 
advertisement for Kenyon, but publicly and 
privately, I credit it with the career I have right 
now. I feel lucky that I got that education, 
because it wasn’t a given that I was going to go 
to a prestigious university. I was going to go 
absolutely nowhere; I took getting into Kenyon, 
and then getting accepted into P.F. Kluge’s “Intro 
to Fiction Writing” class as signs, or omens, that 
I was supposed to do this.  
“‘Stray’ is about the 
ongoingness of navigating 
family, and there’s really 
no artifice to hide behind.”
 —Stephanie Danler ’06




the Creek Bed 
We Could  
Have Been
BY CLAIRE OLESON ’19
 
Oleson won the 2019 
Newfound Prose Prize 
after graduating from 
Kenyon. The short 
stories included in her 
first chapbook, which 
were workshopped 
during her college 
writing classes, “ex-
plore the watery edges 
of a gendered self and 
the briars of strained 
relationships,” the 
publisher notes.  
(Newfound) 
Columbus Noir
EDITED BY ANDREW 
WELSH-HUGGINS ’83 P’17
Welsh-Huggins is a 
legal affairs reporter for 
the Associated Press, 
based in Ohio. He is 
also the author of two 
nonfiction books and 
six mystery novels fea-
turing his popular char-
acter, private detective 
Andy Hayes. With 
the “Columbus Noir” 
anthology he steps 
into the editor’s seat, 
curating “a collection 
of shadowy tales from 
the city’s best storytell-
ers,” including former 
Kenyon Review fiction 







Account of Life, 
Food and How 
to Cook 
BY TONY RIDGWAY ’66
 
Ridgway is a household 
name in Naples, Florida, 
where his family-run 
restaurants have fed 
tourists and locals 
for decades. “Kitchen 
Privileges” is a 500+ 
page cookbook-memoir 
filled with lush food 
photography, archival 
images, family mem-
ories, detailed recipes, 
and tips and techniques 
for home chefs of all 
abilities. From apple 
butter to umami, it’s a 
flavorful collection.  
(Caroline Ridgway) 
Perfect Tunes:  
A Novel
BY EMILY GOULD ’03
 
Journalist, author 
and Emily Books 
co-founder Gould 
returns with “Per-
fect Tunes,” a story 
about friendship, art, 
proximity to stardom 
and family secrets. 
InStyle magazine calls 
the book “as much a 
meditation on what it 
means to grow up as 
it is an ode to moth-




The Untold  
Story of the 
Greatest Sitcom 
of the 2000s
BY ANDY GREENE ’04
Greene, a senior writer 
for Rolling Stone 
magazine, interviewed 
cast members, writers, 
directors, produc-
ers, crew members, 
Hollywood executives 
and TV critics for this 
in-depth oral history 
of “The Office,” an 
American sitcom 
that aired on NBC 
from 2004-2013. The 





Radnor ’96 auditioned 
for the role of Michael 
Scott, which famously 
went to Steve Carell), 
humorous and heart-
warming anecdotes, 
and examples of 
scenes that were left 
on the cutting-room 
floor.  (Dutton)
For a more complete 
listing of recent publica-




















“HEROES OF THE FOURTH TURNING”  
an excerpt
In March, Will Arbery ’11, a playwright and filmmaker from 
Texas and Wyoming, was announced as one of 10 winners of the 2020 
Whiting Awards. This prestigious prize is given to emerging writers 
in recognition of their excellence and their promise, and the winners 
receive $50,000 to advance their artistic pursuits. We asked Arbery to 
share a scene from his acclaimed play “Heroes of the Fourth Turning,” 
which had its world premiere in the fall of 2019 at Playwrights Hori-
zons in New York City and was a finalist for this year’s Pulitzer Prize for 
drama. Here, Arbery shares the inspiration behind one pivotal moment, 
in which Kevin, a 20-something alumnus of Transfiguration College of 
Wyoming, has come back to the school to see to see the new president — 
his friend Emily’s mother — inaugurated. Learn more about the author 
and the play at willarbery.com. 
Kevin is very drunk.
Like my sister, faith is 
deeply important to Emily. 
But as we see throughout 
the play, her faith is not 
easily categorized. It’s 
thorny. Wild.
Emily is chronically ill 
with an unnamed disease. 
Before this, Emily revealed 
that she’s inspired by 
Flannery O’Connor’s 
quote: “Give me the 
courage to stand the pain 
to get the grace.”
This character is inspired 
by my sister Monica. 
During her long illness 
she grew weary of people 
categorizing her as some 
sort of saint.
I’ll name the unnamed dis-
ease for you here. It’s Lyme 
Disease. I remember fin-
gers fluttering fast against 
the skull, the heart. Get out 
of there, get out of there...
I was raised in a deeply 
Catholic and conservative 
environment. My parents 
teach at a tiny Catholic col-
lege in Wyoming. This play 
was an attempt to capture 
the feelings of drunken 
nights under the big sky, 
talking about God.
This speech was inspired 
by something my child-
hood best friend, Nathan, 
said to me once. He 
wanted a faith that was 
passionate and literal. 
He couldn’t stand the 
banality of most Sundays.
I debated whether or not to 
delete Kevin’s confession 
here. He’s such a tortured 
fellow, which makes him 
likable to a lot of audience 
members. And what he 
says next makes the pic-
ture much more compli-
cated. So it had to stay.
The upswell in astrolog-
ical literacy, and the rev-
erence with which people 
discuss it, is sometimes 
indistinguishable to me 
from the deeply religious 
background in which I 
was raised.
It’s hard for me to 
write anything without 
referencing Borges. 
My other play last year, 
“Plano,” had some 
labyrinth-talk as well.
Kevin is addicted to the 
internet and feels deep 
shame about his desires 
and his tendencies.
About Annotated: Kenyon alumni create 
books, poems, magazine articles, songs, 
plays, screenplays and much more. Here, 
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KEVIN  Yeah. I know you se
e the grace in everything. 
EMILY  Not in everything. 
KEVIN  Okay, not in everyt
hing. 
EMILY  There’s so much pai
n. And there’s so much time.
 So much time of me just 
sitting in my pain. And I ge
t so angry. I get so small. 
I want to die. 
I want to die a lot. And tha
t’s as graceless as you can 
get, believe me. 
It’s… nuh-uh. It’s really, r
eally ugly, and it just… and
 I, anyway… sorry…!
KEVIN  No it’s okay. Gosh 
Emily, I didn’t know.
EMILY  Whatever it’s just 
the disease. It’s just the b
ug eating my brain. But we 
all have that inside of us. 
We all have a labyrinth in t
here & it’s just 
you and the Trinity,   trying
 to find the way out.
KEVIN  oh god yeah you’re 
right 
 i’m not doing it ri
ght
 idiot idiot 
EMILY  Doing what right? 
KEVIN  Any of it. I’m empt
y. 
EMILY  No you’re not. What
 are you talking about?
KEVIN  I just am. When I t
hink of the Eucharist… when 
I think of what we actu-
ally believe that to be? We 
are talking about the murder
 of our God— we’re 
witnesses, every day, to the
 sacrifice He made for us, wi
th His physical 
body. We’re talking about hi
s blood, his wounds, and we 
are proclaiming his 
mangled body to be in the ro
om with us. And then we eat 
Him and He liter-
ally becomes part of our cel
lular body. How are we not f
alling down on the 
ground and WEEPING — every t
ime? Why am I ever bored? Ju
st waiting to get 
out and have brunch? Because
 it’s been 2000 years and we
 know the story 
already? But the story is ne
w every time because there a
re new kinds of 
sinning every day — and He d
ies for those sins, every ti
me, every day, all 
over the world, in every chu
rch. He is dying He is dying
 He is dying, He 
is giving us His body so tha
t we can LIVE, and meanwhile
 I’m just sneakily 
checking my phone and speed-
praying by rote, just saying
 the words. I never 
feel anything… and I definite
ly don’t think in those term
s… the labyrinth, 
the grace…
EMILY  Why should you thin
k in those terms? Those are 
my terms, don’t take ’em. 
KEVIN  A maze, a maze soun
ds fun, instead of this empt
iness —
EMILY  Emptiness is beauti
ful! It’s all beautiful. I d
on’t know. Please, can we 
just — every second we’re no
t destroying something, dest
roying someone, 
destroying the world, destro
ying ourselves — every secon
d we’re creating 
and co-existing instead of t
earing this place apart — I 
just think it’s 
miraculous.
KEVIN  but see but emily
 sometimes i want to
 destroy
EMILY  You do? 
KEVIN  Yes — yeah. It’s th
e only thing I can get to, i
n my brain: gather everyone 
in a place, the entirety of 
the secular world, all their
 phones and porn 
and astrology and orgies, an
d then blow it up, as though
 destroying will 
let truth rise out of that —
 something solid and undenia
ble will emerge for 
us then, and we can look at 
it with our eyes, and know i
t to be true.  
EMILY  Yeah whoa
 Your labyrinth is n
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Share what’s  
happening in your  
life. We want to hear 





Robert K. Warmeling, 
Beachwood, Ohio, 
updates: “Joan and I 
are pretty fortunate to 
still be pretty mobile, 
so we have been able 
to do some traveling 
— twice to Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, to 
spend time with our 
daughter Anne (Opre) 
Carroll ’83. Plus she 
joined us on one of two 
Caribbean cruises. We 
also spent a week at our 
family island in Canada.”
1954
John T. Seaman Jr. 
writes that he and 
Barbara are enjoying a 
comfortable life at The 
Garlands of Barrington, 
Illinois: “Good food, 
good friends and inter-
esting conversation. We 
were delighted to have 
Kyle W. Henderson ’80 
come to call and  
bring us the latest news 
from Kenyon.”
1957
James D. Morgan, New 
York City, celebrated 
his 85th birthday by 
leading a symposium 
last year at Brooklyn 
Friends School titled 
“Yes, a Better World Is 
Possible!” Jim explains 
that he “wanted to 
help younger folks feel 
more hopeful in these 
challenging times.” 
A hundred friends 
attended the morning 
session, “an original 
theater/multimedia 
piece exploring the twin 
global crises of climate 
change and economic/
social inequality. After a 
sumptuous vegetarian 
lunch (noting the role of 
animal protein produc-
tion in environmental 
destruction), partici-
pants spent the after-
noon in small groups. 
A lively closing session 
offered drawings, skits, 
songs, even raps, that 
edified and delighted 
those present.” Marna 
Herrity ’77 teaches 
there and contributed to 
the event’s success.
1958
David F. Taber, Winfield, 
Illinois, and his wife, 
Jennifer, downsized 
two years ago. Their 
daughter, Madeline, 
visits from Denver. 
1959
Raymond L. Brown, 
Hadley, Massachusetts, 
serves as treasurer 
and statistician of the 
56-team New England 
Prep Soccer League. 
“Always a couple of 
players from this league 
on the Kenyon squad,” 
Ray writes. “I also do 
the standings for NE 
prep girls soccer and 
field hockey, and work 
out at the Williston 
Northampton School, 
where I taught and 
coached for 40 years.” 
He and Cathleen 
spend winter months 
with two dachshunds 
in North Fort Myers, 
Florida. Roger C. 
Smith, Moneta, Virginia, 
took a trip last July to 
Russia. “Red Square, 
the Kremlin and St. 
Petersburg cannot 
compare to our own 
America!” he writes. 
“Still enjoying our 




David J. Gury, Ocean 
Ridge, Florida, mar-
ried Elias Baez III on 
Sept. 28. Last summer 
they visited Paris and 
took a river cruise 
from St. Petersburg to 
Moscow. In August they 
stopped by Gambier 
to visit granddaughter 
Cameron J. Peters 
’20. “All the buildings 
on campus and other 
Gambier developments 
are amazing,” he adds. 
Edward Hirshfield 
has lived in Cupertino, 
California, for 56 years, 
and he and Claire 
have been enjoying 
their beach home at 
Pajaro Dunes. Lots of 
family close by. “I have 
expanded my mental 
acrobatics,” he writes, 
“by bringing my ‘System 
to Alleviate Congestion 
on Our Roads’ — along 
with multiple inventions 
— to prospective part-
ners who might be will-
ing to take on its devel-
opment.” This year Philip 
C. Levering, Yaphank, 
New York, has visited 
Peru, Holland, Belgium, 
Niagara Falls, Toronto, the 
Greenwood Cemetery 
in Brooklyn and the 
Kenyon campus. “I hope 
to live long enough to 
see the new library when 
it’s finished,” he adds. 
Richard M. Schori, 
Reno, Nevada, updates: 
“Alive and well except for 
a lingering lower back 
problem. Reno is quickly 
becoming a sophisti-
cated high-tech city, but 
still not too large. We 
have a wonderful view 
in the foothills of the 
mountains going up to 
Lake Tahoe. Seven hours 
drive from our cabin in 
Oregon, and two more to 
Corvallis and three lovely 
grandchildren. We just 
bought a Tesla Model 3, 
which will use up some 
of our excess electricity 
generated by our solar 
roof panels.”
1961
John E. Baker, Erie, 
Pennsylvania, is “15 
years into retirement 
and missing a lot 
of dear friends,” he 
informs. “I continue to 
shoot for nonprofits 
and, for the first time, 
exhibited in one event 
for the Arboretum at 
Frontier Park. Sold a 
few prints and felt very 
famous. When I die, 
those prints will be 
worth millions!” Dale S. 
Bessell, Rochester Hills, 
Michigan, toured Spain 
and Portugal with his 
wife, Betty. “We flew into 
Barcelona,” he notes, 
“spent a few days there, 
then toured several 
beautiful, historic cities 
in Spain before flying 
out of Lisbon. The high-
light was two days in 
Seville, where we visited 
our oldest grandson, 
who is in his junior year 
at Loyola University’s 
campus there. Made our 
trip even more special.” 
Daniel O. Holland and 
his wife, Patty, “success-
fully escaped winter” to 
Waynesboro, Virginia. “I 
suspect our classmate 
John C. Clark and I 
would be extremely 
glad to welcome you to 
the Commonwealth. I 
have finished the rough 
draft of my next novel 
(the seventh).” Richard 
E. Wintermantel 
enjoys his downsized 
residence in Paradise 
Valley, Arizona. “Almost 
fully retired,” Dick and 
Betty now travel the 
world at leisure — “so 
much less demand-
ing than business.”
“He’s 89 and very rapidly walks 
the sidewalks of London.” 
 
— Stewart D. Brown '62 on reuniting with his  
only surviving (and long-lost) cousin through 23&Me.
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1962
Stewart D. Brown, 
Hilton Head Island, 
South Carolina, lost 
contact 63 years ago 
with his only surviving 
cousin, whom he last 
saw in 1956 before “he 
headed to the Sahara 
to find oil for Esso — 
now ExxonMobil,” Stew 
writes. But “thanks to 
23andMe,” he explains, 
“I found him in London. 
He’s 89 and very rapidly 
walks the sidewalks 
of London. He’s been 
married to his fifth 
wife for 30-plus years! 
Judy and I just returned 
from visiting him. We 
brought along family 
and genealogy pictures 
of our mutual grandpar-
ents in Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri, dating back 
to before 1890. What a 
great reunion!” 
1963
Alan W. Beck, New 
Albany, Ohio, recounts 
his response when 




lems finding parking 
on “game day” in 
Columbus: “I simply tell 
them a few Kenyon-OSU 
football scores (from 
the 1890s) and then 
drive up to the Kenyon 
football field and park 
just a few steps from 
a free seat. Go Lords!” 
Robert W. Goldman, 
Sugar Land, Texas, now 
chairs the advisory 
board for Kenyon’s 
Center for the Study of 
American Democracy. 
“The board will assist 
Director David Rowe, 
professor of political 
science, in developing 
the focus and content of 
the Center’s program-
ming,” Bob informs. 
Theodore L. Walch, 
Studio City, California, 
still teaches cinema 
studies and philosophy 
at Harvard-Westlake 
School in Los Angeles. 
“It’s the best place on 
Earth to work,” Ted 
writes. “Extraordinary 
colleagues; exceptional 
kids. I’m a lucky guy. I 
hope to keep doing this 
as long as I’m able and 
as long as they let me.”
1964
Philip J. Harter, Decatur, 
Georgia. laments down-
sizing: “Fifty-five years of 
accumulating treasures, 
storing them in a large 
house with a two-car 
garage, only to require 
that they be weeded and 
pruned to fit in a gradu-
ate school-sized apart-
ment. The pits. Oh, the 
agony. But we did it.” Phil 
adds, “We are, remark-
ably, still married; we 
even usually speak.” The 
farm in Vermont where 
Phil and Nancy spent 
much time over the 
last 30 years absorbed 
some of the overflow. 
Edwin L. McCampbell, 
Surfside Beach, South 
Carolina, retired from 
general medicine after 51 
years as a primary-care 
physician. “To celebrate,” 
he announces, “I am 
the proud owner of a 
brand new Tesla. What 
a spectacular car!” 
He continues to serve 
as medical director of 
Amedisys Hospice in 
Myrtle Beach. Ronald E. 
Wasserman, Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, and his 
wife traveled last year 
to the Czech Republic. 
“Near the Charles 
Bridge,” he writes, “wear-
ing his Kenyon sweatshirt 
and Kenyon polo shirt 
was Thomas H. Fancher 
’72. Tom and I reminisced 
about our different times 
at Kenyon.”
1965
David F. Banks, London, 
U.K., describes last sum-
mer as “a blur — with a 
great deal of hard work. 
Too much for a fat old 
man.” David is involved 
with a Hollywood-based 
independent filmmaker 
and a Vancouver-based 
playground equipment 
company, both of which 
demanded his time 
when he expected some 
summer relaxation. 
Also: “Getting myself 
ready for David H. Lynn 
‘76 P’14  retiring from 
The Kenyon Review. 
He’s been brilliant, and 
I wish he would stay for 
five more years.” John 
A. Lynn, Indianapolis, 
reports that he and 
Elizabeth “survived our 
53-day maiden RV voy-
age” last summer, then 
a “63-day Western min-
isterial itinerary” from 
October to December. 
“As for my now 
65-month battle against 
bone marrow cancer,” he 
reports, “on paper my 
blood numbers still need 
to improve significantly, 
but I don’t feel sick at 
all.” A highlight was a 
San Francisco trip to see 
a Golden State Warriors 
game in which their 
friend, NBA star Kevon 
Looney, played. Richard 
E. Passoth, Denver, sold 
his condo in one day 
and moved into “a very 
nice retirement com-
munity. Great market in 
Denver.” He’s not push-
ing a walker, though, he 
reports: “Hiked 12 miles 
on three hikes with a 
2,500-foot elevation 
gain last weekend. So 
sympathies are not 
expected or required.”
1966
Richard A. Cantine, 
Rancho Palos Verdes, 
California, approaches 
53 years of marriage to 
Liz, whom he met during 
his junior year abroad 
in Beirut. Dick took a 
cruise last summer 
down the Snake and 
Columbia rivers with 
three friends from 
the UCLA Graduate 
School of Management. 
“Focused on the history 
of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition to reach the 
Pacific,” he explains. 
“Especially enjoyed 
the trip up the Snake 
into Hells Canyon.” 
William B. Gibson, 
Akron, Ohio, made his 
first visit to Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, where 
he “walked the 
course taken by my 
great-great-grandfa-
ther’s Georgia regiment 
as they attacked the 
Union lines on Cemetery 
Ridge, July 2, 1863. He 
was badly wounded, 
captured, impris-
oned and eventually 
exchanged.” Bill recom-
mends the national park 
as “instructive, thrilling 
and sobering: combined 
Union and Confederate 
losses were over 53,000 
killed, wounded, missing 
or captured.” Less 
historically, as he puts 
it, “Dolly just became 
a great-grandmother, 
which, I guess, makes 
me a great-grandfather. 
Time flies.”
1967
The Reverend William 
C. Scar reports: “Gail 
and I have happily 
retired (semi-) to Aiken, 
South Carolina, a horse 
community with great 
charm and hard-work-
ing folks. We loved our 
lifetime in L.A. but don’t 
really miss it. Much 
energy is consumed by 
Gail’s health challenges, 
which so many of 
you can understand. 
Meanwhile, I am slowly 
resuming my psy-
chotherapy practice. 
The world needs our 
prayers. Be well.” 
Charles Schwarzbeck 
is going on three years 
now in San Miguel de 
Allende, central Mexico. 
“My work here with 
couples is exciting, 
and our International 
Couples Retreat is 
getting good expo-
sure,” Chas announces. 
“Chandra’s additions 
of cultural, athletic and 
culinary experiences 
give our guests lots of 
cool choices.” 
1968
Peter L. Arango, 
Medford, Oregon, 
reports that Fredrick 
D. Linck ’69 visited 
last summer to drag 
him “back out on the 
golf course for ritual 
dismemberment, made 
tolerable only by Fred’s 
humor, wisdom and 
tales of a past not even 
dimly remembered. 
Glad no videos exist. 
Still able to neither con-
firm nor deny.” Last May, 
Geoffrey J. Hackman, 
Palo Alto, California, 
and Kathy Weiss toured 
“I hope to keep doing this  
as long as I’m able and as long  
as they let me.”
— Theodore L. (Ted) Walch ’63 on teaching cinema studies and philosophy 
at Harvard-Westlake School in L.A. 
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the Scottish highlands 
and islands; Wales; 
Dublin, Ireland; and 
the Scilly Islands “en 
route to Normandy for 
the 75th anniversary 
of D-Day,” he updates. 
David Eisenhower 
(Ike’s grandson) and 
Julie Nixon Eisenhower 
traveled with their 
group. Geoff appreci-
ated David’s presen-
tations on Operation 
Overlord and memo-
rial remarks at the 
American cemetery. 
Timothy R. Holder is 
enjoying retirement with 
wife Sue and daughter 
Holly in “Wilmington, 
North Carolina, not 
Delaware.” Four years 
ago they adopted Holly, 
whose Afghani name 
is Khalida Yaar. Holly 
works various jobs and 
sends money back to 
her now 13-year-old 
sister, Nigina, to pay 
for schooling, Tim 
informs. “Trust me, this 
is a very big deal for a 
girl to go to school in 
rural Afghanistan. We 
couldn’t be happier 
about Holly and Nigina.” 
Michael C. Johnston, 
Stratham, New 
Hampshire, collaborated 
with Joel A. Fisher ’69 
on a project involving 
video interviews with 
artists who “reflect on 
the increasing rigor that 
experience brings to 
one’s work, as well as 
the possibility that later 
work might be inacces-
sible to a younger audi-
ence.” Mike explains: 
“When we were both 
in Paris in 2008, Joel 
asked me to video his 
interview with Irving 
Petlin, an artist activist 
during the Vietnam 
War.” At the time, Petlin 
had been planning his 
painting “The Eleventh 
of January (2009),” now 
at the Kent Gallery in 
New York. Mike adds, “It 
is thrilling to reconnect 
with Joel and move this 
effort forward.”
1969
Stacy A. Evans, 
Granville, Ohio, updates: 
“I am enjoying retire-
ment after 45 years 
of active ministry in 
the United Methodist 
Church (West Ohio 
Conference). It may 
seem a little ironic that 
we chose Granville, 
Kenyon’s perennial 
adversary in sports and 
other endeavors. Both 
Gambier and Granville 
are gems among central 
Ohio communities.” 
William J. Murray 
summers in New 
Hampshire and winters 
in Oro Valley, Arizona: 
“Playing as much golf 
as possible in both 
locations,” Bill writes. 
“And volunteer work. 
Celebrated 40 years of 
marriage and 50 years 
since Kenyon.” Jeffrey 
W. Zoller, Thomasville, 
Georgia, reports: “50th 
reunion was a great 
event and well worth the 
travel—much thanks to 
the planners. Kenyon 
looks great. Our Deke 
crew is already looking 
forward to our 55th!” 
Jeff has enjoyed “smell-
ing the roses” in the 
decade since his career 
concluded, visiting 
children and grandchil-
dren. “Sincere thanks to 
Brackett B. Denniston 
III,” he adds, “on begin-
ning his second term as 
Chairman of the Board 
of Kenyon. He has made 
a very positive contribu-
tion to Kenyon College.”
1970s
1970
James P. Finn, 
Columbus, Ohio, sends 
his first update in some 
time: “I continue to be 
quite involved with the 
College, currently serv-
ing on the Board of the 
College and the Kenyon 
Review. Ongoing for 
many years now, these 
activities provide me a 
window to the goings-on 
in Gambier. Enjoyable 
and rewarding.” John 
K. Morrell, River John, 
Nova Scotia, Canada, 
is retired from full-time 
ministry and enjoying 
a beachfront home. “A 
planned motorhome 
trip last winter didn’t 
pan out,” he informs, “as 
our used vehicle needed 
extensive repairs, but we 
took a trip to Vermont 
and Montreal with our 
oldest granddaugh-
ter. Survived six days 
without power during 
Hurricane Dorian — 
between the motor-
home generator and a 
neighbor with power, we 
fared very well. Took a 
three-day motorhome 
trip to Prince Edward 
Island the following 
weekend.” John was 
appointed to serve four 
churches on the north 
shore, committed to 
two Sundays a month. 
Anthony W. Olbrich, 
Boise, Idaho, writes 
that he is “making a 
concerted effort to 
reinvent myself as an 
active person” six years 
into retirement from 
banking. “Meetings 
and conferences have 
been replaced by tennis 
clinics, friendly matches 
multiple times a week, 
plus competitive league 
play.” Tony walks a 
lot, too, after getting 
hooked on trekking the 
Camino de Santiago. 
He’s hiked the Camino 
de Invierno, a 200-
mile journey through 
forested mountains and 
vineyards in northwest 
Spain, the “classic” 
Camino Frances, 500 
miles through southern 
France and crossing 
Spain east to west, and 
the Camino Portugues, 
400 miles heading 
north from Lisbon. 
“All of these Caminos 
end in Santiago de 
Compostela,” he 
describes, “a place that 
even a jaded person 
will find spiritually 
inspiring.” William F. 
Paraska, Alpharetta, 
Georgia, traveled to 
London last year to 
“retrace the planning 
and execution of D-Day, 
ending on Omaha Beach 
and attending the 75th 
anniversary ceremony 
at the U.S. cemetery,” 
he updates. In France, 
Bill and Susan visited 
Randolph Giarraputo. 
Last fall in Aspen, Ouray 
and Telluride, Colorado, 
they did some fishing 
and hiking with Thomas 
G. Bentson Jr. “Ended 
the trip,” Bill adds, “with 
Susan doing her second 
pack burro race up in 
Frederick, Colorado.” 
David S. Thompson, 
Tucson, Arizona, reports 
that he was in neu-
rology/neurosurgery 
in Connecticut for 25 
years before traveling 
as “a locum tenens 
neurologist, providing 
primarily acute stroke 
hospital care for 10 
years. I fully retired five 
years ago.” Dave and 
his wife now divide their 
time between Tucson 
and their summer 
home in Taos, New 
Mexico. “I have kept in 
touch with my room-
mate Jim Nininger 
on a regular basis.”
1971
Glenn W. Fritz, 
Chesapeake, Virginia, 
reports that he “had the 
pleasure of attend-
ing one of Kenyon’s 
greatest football wins 
ever, a 32-31 dou-
ble-overtime victory at 
Catholic University last 
Sept. 7. Coach James 
Rosenbury’s first game 
will be long remem-
bered as a coaching 
masterpiece.” Robert A. 
Penney Jr., Middlesex, 
Vermont, submits that 
his first ever update 
to the bulletin “will 
attempt to encapsulate 
almost 40 years”: “I 
left dear old Kenyon for 
the Vermont College of 
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“I am getting a chance to  
enjoy my third childhood with  
my grandchildren.”
— Mitchell L. Jablons ’73 on inching toward retirement  
from his career as an anesthesiologist
Medicine,” he begins, 
followed by a residency 
in Buffalo, New York, and 
a stint with the National 
Health Service Corps 
in southern Arizona. 
“The next six years were 
spent in Utah. Bobbie 
and I married; one of 
the ushers was Larry 
S. Stuart ’70.” After 
three sons joined the 
family, Rob returned to 
Vermont and practiced 
family medicine there 
for 33 years, retiring in 
April 2019. “Enjoy having 
the time to pursue a lot 
of long-neglected inter-
ests, but still doing some 
occasional medical vol-
unteer work.” Norman 
E. Schmidt, Cleveland, 
enjoys regular visits with 
Susan Paley Weaver 
’73, John H. Emack 
’72, James F. Loomis 
’73, Arthur B. “Chip” 
Sansom ’73 and a few 
other northeastern Ohio 
alums. He and Roger J. 
Kalbrunner ’70 visited 
the Baseball Museum 
at League Park, where 
early 20th-century 
Cleveland clubs played. 
With another friend, 
Norm also attended 
a Nobel Committee–
sponsored conference 
on the changing climate 
at Gustavus Adolphus 
College in Minnesota. 
William J. Williams, 
Laurel, Maryland, visited 
Gambier last September 
for the first time in 25 
years. “I met with two 
impressive professors, 
Wendy Singer and Bruce 
Kinzer, and a group of 
bright, articulate history 
majors,” Bill writes. “I 
hope to return in 2021 
for our 50th — it’s still a 
very special place.”
1972
Thomas R. Moore, 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania, 
attended the 50 Years 
of Women at Kenyon 
ceremony last fall, 
seeing Pegi Goodman 
’73 P’09, ’18, Jan S. 
Guifarro ’73, Julia 
Miller Vick ’73, Ellen 
Pader ’73, Donna 
Kantey Parker ’73, 
Caroline H. Nesbitt ’73 
and classmate Susan 
Emery McGannon, 
among many others. 
Tom writes: “Pegi and 
her son (Samuel Leeds 
’09) and daughter 
(Maia Leeds ’18) pre-
sented a great fashion 
display in Colburn 
Gallery. William R. 
Wallace and Samuel 
Barone were both there 
with their wives. John 
T. Ryerson Jr. was also 
there. The Black Box 
Theatre was dedicated 
in honor of Harlene 
Marley H’05.” In August, 
Todd J. Rosenberg, 
Akron, Ohio, caught up 
with retired Professor 
Reed Browning over 
lunch at the Granville 
Inn. “Driving home, we 
swung by Kenyon,” Todd 
recalls. “It was startling 
to see two construction 
cranes towering over 
the Hill. Very un-Gam-
bierlike. Hopefully the 
finished product will be 
a beautiful addition to 
campus.” In September, 
Todd walked his daugh-
ter down the aisle. “She 
looked radiant; we’re 
still smiling.”
1973
Stephen H. Huber Sr. 
retired last year after 
a 26-year career with 
the State Teachers 
Retirement System 
of Ohio, concluding it 
as director of alterna-
tive investments. He 
reunited with freshman 
roommate and fellow 
Phi Kap John A. Davis 
at their 50th high school 
reunion. Steve is now 
“concentrating on exer-
cise, getting the most 
out of our cottage on 
Lake Erie and being the 
best granddad I could be 
to eight energetic grand-
children, ably assisted 
by my wife, Annette (47 
years married). We are 
beyond fortunate that all 
three of our children and 
their families appreciate 
the Midwest quality 
of life in Worthington, 
Ohio, and have settled 
near us.” Mitchell L. 
Jablons, Watchung, 
New Jersey, and his 
wife spent a month 
skiing in Park City, Utah, 
“fulfilling a top priority 
on my bucket list,” Mitch 
reports. “In June, we 
welcomed the birth of 
our second grandchild, 
Avery Ruth. Continue 
to work occasionally 
as an anesthesiologist 
but am having more 
fun getting a chance to 
enjoy my third child-
hood with my grandchil-
dren.” Shirley J. Leow, 
Lakewood, Colorado, 
reports she “enjoyed 
seeing many of the first 
class of Kenyon women 
during September. Met 
some of the chemistry 
department staff and 
students on Friday 
afternoon. Good to see 
the expansion of science 
majors and talk with 
students interested in 
pursuing a scientific 
career.” Shirley also 
spent time with Jayne 
(Holmes) Arnold and 
her husband at their lake 
home in southwestern 
Ohio: “Was fun to kayak 
and be on the water, 
as Colorado is rather 
landlocked.” Lucinda H. 
Peterson, Maineville, 
Ohio, enjoyed an outdoor 
art fair in Loveland, Ohio, 
where she has an art 
studio. She describes the 
Kenyon celebration of 50 
years of women at the 
college as “energizing, 
exciting and emotional 
in a positive way! And 
two weeks later I had 
my 50th high school 
reunion, so I really 
traveled through time. 
Wonderful to reconnect 
with old friends.”
1974
Alva G. Greenberg 
updates: “After 45 years 
living in five of the six 
towns in the Lower 
Connecticut River 
Valley, I am packing 
up and moving to New 
Haven. Excited for the 
opportunities, but a bit 
apprehensive about 
going urban after so 
many decades. I will still 
have plenty of room for 
my three children, their 
spouses and four grand-
children. Plus a good 
backyard for the two 
Scottish terriers.” This 
fall Alva will co-curate an 
exhibition called “Sound 
Visions” at Lehman 
College, and was 
“thrilled” last summer to 
visit with Janet Noakes 
McGannon. 
1975
Douglas B. Anderson, 
Middlebury, Vermont, 
received the Arthur 
Williams Award for 
Meritorious Service 
to the Arts from the 
Vermont Arts Council. 
“I’m now officially a big 
deal in a little state,” 
Doug jokes, “though 
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it’s odd to get a lifetime 
achievement award 
when I feel I’m just 
getting started. It makes 
you think, ‘Well, maybe 
I should get out while 
they still like me!’ I don’t 
actually get anything—
no free parking space, 
no drink tickets — but 
there was a ceremony, 
and of course it’s good 
to know that what 
we’ve accomplished in 
Middlebury is making 
an impression through-
out the state.” Philip 
B. Olmstead, New 
Hartford, New York, 
shares the wonderful 
experience he had on a 
“glorious fall weekend” 
with the 45th reunion 
planning committee: 
Constance Chapman 
Dillon, Steven C. 
Durning, Pamela A. 
Martin-Diaz, Kevin D. 
McDonald, Elizabeth 
Lerch Oxley, Elizabeth 
K. Parker and Philip 
R. Purdy. “The brief, 
halcyon days of my 
Kenyon experience were 
enhanced and renewed 
by the happy three days’ 
work! Beyond rekindling 
friendships, there were 
walks along Middle Path, 
trails through the woods 
and along the Kokosing, 
which inspired me to 
break into the anthem 
of the same name,” Phil 
recalls. “We lounged in 
Wiggin Street Coffee, 
chatted with under-
graduates who shared 
their aspirations and 
politely heard us out, 
and met with retired 
and retiring professors 
over lunch at Peirce. We 
marveled at the cranes 
and construction. My 
Welsh corgi, Aidan, 
happily submitted to 
hours of belly rubs from 
students and passersby. 
We listened to President 
Sean Decatur paint a 
promising and ambi-
tious picture of the way 
forward for Kenyon, but 
for me the true epiphany 
was Sunday morning 
worship at the Church 
of the Holy Spirit, where 
singing ‘Amazing Grace’ 
brought it all home!” 
Alice Cornwell Straus, 
who retired from the 
Admissions Office in 
June of 2018, updates, 
“Have spent the past 
year enjoying Gambier 
and traveling abroad.”
1976
Stephen W. Grant, 
Thomaston, Maine, 
spent a month last sum-
mer in the Philippines 
before returning to his 
job in special educa-
tion at his local middle 
school. “Working with all 
grades this year,” Steve 
informs, “which is inter-
esting. Best regards to 
all ’76ers and especially 
to all Kenyon alums in 
Maine.” David H. Lynn 
writes: “I guess the big 
news for me is that this 
spring I’m stepping 
aside as editor of The 
Kenyon Review after 26+ 
years. It’s time, and I’m 
so ready! But I’m not 
actually retiring — can’t 
quite afford that yet — 
but will be doing special  
writing projects for our 
great president, Sean 
Decatur. So I’ll still be  
in Gambier.”
1977
Madia R. Barber and 
Timothy G. Barber 
celebrated their 41st 
anniversary: “Thank you, 
Kenyon, for introducing 
us!” she writes. “We 
have a new granddaugh-
ter, Sutton Claire; our 
eldest granddaughter 
is 3 now. She and her 
parents live nearby, so 
we are blessed to see 
them often.” Madia and 
Tim divide their time 
among Charlotte, North 
Carolina; Atlanta and the 
North Carolina moun-
tains. Jerome Mindes, 
Rockville, Maryland, 
reports: “Hosted my 
third dinner of class-
mates traveling to and 
living in the D.C. area. 
October 2019’s dinner 
featured visiting guest 
Michael J. Spetrino, 
Diane K. Braunstein, 
Amy (Kirshbaum) 
Harbison and John H. 
Harbison ’79, John J. 
Bogasky and Sarah E. 
Allen ’79. All welcome 
at Chez Jerome.”
1978
Mindy Roffman Eads, 
Los Angeles, updates: 
“After a few months as 
art director on ‘Magnum 
P.I.’ in Hawaii, I am now 
back in L.A. working on 
a new legal drama called 
‘All Rise,’ which airs 
Mondays on CBS. We 
designed and built over 
10,000 square feet of 
sets in a short six-week 
time frame, and with an 
additional 4,000 square 
feet now complete we 
finally slowed down to a 
manageable pace! Both 
my children are moving 
ahead in their careers, 
one a successful artist 
and the other getting a 
master’s at NYU in musi-
cal theater composition. 
Now if only humanity 
can work together to get 
the climate crisis under 
control … well, at least 
that is a start!” Julie 
S. Jacobs, Tiburon, 
California, celebrated 
the wedding of her 
daughter Elizabeth 
R. Jacobs ’12 to Ryan 
P. O’Connor ’11. “Our 
dear friend and my 
almost sister from 
freshman year in Mather, 
Millicent N. “Penny” 
Simmelink, very kindly 
flew across the country 
to greatly sweeten our 
celebration,” Julie notes. 
“The groom’s younger 
brother Alexander J. 
O’Connor ’17 and many 
of Elizabeth’s and Ryan’s 
Kenyon friends joined 
us as well. Two sons 
(whom we adore) of my 
favorite professor, Allan 
Fenigstein, also added 
to the joy. Allan tells me 
that Elizabeth was his 
first grand-student. We 
so appreciate the many 
blessings which Kenyon 
has bestowed upon 
us!” Jeffrey G. Spear, 
Quincy, Illinois, took an 
eco-cruise to Greenland 
and northern Canada, 
where he met and dined 
with expedition staff 
member Alexandra J. 
Hansen ’17, a Chinese 
and anthropology major. 
“She and I shared some 
tasty sea urchin at a 
reception in Havre-Saint-
Pierre, Quebec,” Jeff 
adds. “Lords and Ladies 
are everywhere.”
1979
Jeffrey S. Davis, 
Kensington, Maryland, 
enjoyed his second sea-
son as a youth soccer 
referee, reporting, “I 
think I’m getting more 
time on the field than I 
did playing off the bench 
for the varsity Lords 
team way back when! 
Many thanks to Thomas 
S. Gross for roping 
me into this fun gig.” 
David M. Switzer, Lake 
Worth, Florida, writes 
that his wife, Laura, 
now understands why 
Kenyon was so special, 
after she attended the 
40th reunion last year: 
“With Christopher C. 
Raker and Susan T. 
Raker ’80, we cavorted 
on and off campus and 
loved every minute. A 
highlight was Chris see-
ing his favorite professor 
and adviser J. Kenneth 
Smail when we all 
ventured out to Quarry 
Chapel.” David is a social 
worker, active in his local 
church, Calvary Chapel, 
and “enjoying our empty 
nest as our working 






describes this life 
moment as “a period 
of transitions — family, 
work, etc. It’s nice to 
have the constant sup-
port of my partner, Ivan. 
After many years work-
ing at WGBH Boston, 
and then even more 
teaching high school 
French, I am currently 
teaching middle school 
French and Spanish — 
but only when I’m not 
out in the flower gar-
den.” Roger O. Fillion, 
Evergreen, Colorado, 
is managing editor of 
Marijuana Business 
Daily, overseeing its 
U.S. and international 
websites and magazine. 
“It’s odd to get a lifetime  
achievement award when I feel 
I’m just getting started.”
 
— Douglas B. Anderson ’75 on winning the Arthur Williams Award  
from the Vermont Arts Council
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He “couldn’t resist” 
noting that the company 
has been “growing like a 
weed — head count has 
jumped around fourfold 
in four years. Our son 
John came ever so close 
to attending Kenyon, 
but in the end opted for 
Macalester — in part for 
an urban setting. Our 
daughter Jane is a legis-
lative aide in Congress. 
Joanne and I continue 
to hike, backpack, 
mountain bike, camp 
and quaff craft brews.” 
Quentin R. Hardy, 
Berkeley, California, is 
at Google; his wife is 
reconstructing 16th-cen-
tury books. “One kid 
is a data scientist in 
L.A.,” he informs, “the 
other is a theologian in 
Boston, may become a 
Franciscan monk. Totally 
at peace with contradic-
tion.” Karl J. Shefelman, 
New York City, continues 
to pursue his pledge 
to make a film a year 
ever since “Looking for 
the Jackalope” (shot at 
Kenyon). His latest, a 
short film called “Man 
on the Tower,” is a 
“fictionalized account 
of my memory of 
witnessing the 1966 
Charles Whitman 
sniper shooting on the 
University of Texas cam-
pus,” he writes. From his 
backyard in Austin, Karl 
saw the event, fearing 
for his father, who was 
teaching an architecture 
course at that moment. 
“While the film is not 
intended to be overtly 
political,” he explains, “it 
will hopefully generate 
conversation about what 
to do about the horrible 
mass shootings that 
have plagued our nation 
ever since. Hoping to 
hit the festival circuit 
hard, followed by online 
distribution. Stay tuned!”
1981
Ronald J. Link shares 
that his school, TAPCo 
10X225, in the Tremont 
section of the Bronx, 
is “the first school in 
New York City to have a 
rooftop garden sound-
stage.” Ron informs that 
further development 
of the space will occur 
through collaboration 
with the New York 
Botanical Garden’s 
education arm to offer 
customized classes 
for students, parents, 
faculty and staff. 
TAPCoTV will livestream 
and record children’s 
performances, and “all 
student work will be dig-
itally memorialized as 
a record of their growth 
and progress.” Wendy 
A. MacLeod, Gambier, 
updates: “My play 
‘Slow Food’ was a hit at 
Dorset Theater Festival 
this summer, featuring 
actors Peri Gilpin and 
Dan Butler from the 
television show ‘Frasier.’ 
ACT in Seattle has 
announced they will be 
doing my newest play, 
‘The Laugh Track,’ which 
was inspired by the true 
story of Lucille Ball’s 
female head writer. But 
the really big news is 






kind community center 
for middle and high 
school students diag-
nosed with learning and 
attention issues,” she 
reports. Deploying her 
new doctorate in edu-
cation — “thank you, 
Kenyon, for instilling in 
me academic moti-
vation and a love for 
learning!” — Elizabeth’s 
center, staffed with 
volunteer mentors with 
similar learning profiles, 
is at empowermentlab.
org.  Joseph G. Parini, 
now in his 33rd year 
of teaching/coaching 
at Denison University, 
sees fellow Kenyon 
alums regularly, he 
reports. “Life is moving 
along for the Parini 
family. Five of our six 
‘men’ have moved out 
of the house — one 
works in Fiji, another 
in Anchorage, two cur-
rently serve in the mili-
tary, and the fifth is an 
attorney in Columbus. 
Our youngest (still 
at home) keeps us 
young.” The Rev. Brian 
K. Wilbert concluded 
a 23-year tenure as 
rector of Christ Church 
in Oberlin, Ohio, last 
August. That meant 
Brian, his husband, 
Yorki, and their Jack 
Russell terrier, Sancho, 
moved from a 10-room 
rectory to a one-bed-
room faculty apart-
ment, a residence they 
“affectionately refer to 
as their Fifth Storage 
Unit,” he writes. Joining 
the festivities on Brian’s 
final Sunday was 
Robert E. Blythe. Brian 
will serve parishes in 
the Episcopal Diocese 
of Ohio as an interim 
priest and is interim 
assistant rector at 
St. Paul’s Church in 
Cleveland Heights.
1983
Timothy J. Englert, 
Valley Cottage, New 
York, reports that 
although he hasn’t 
made a guitar in 
decades, the guitars he 
made as a rising senior 
in 1982 are now being 
played by his daughter 
Isabella, who graduated 
from music school and 
moved to Nashville 
to make her mark as 
a singer/songwriter. 
“She records with the 
steel string one,” Tim 
explains, “which I named 
Sleeping Beauty after 
it sat in a guitar case 
under various beds for 
nearly 30 years before 
her fingers got hold of 
it.” Tim’s woodworking 
talents now contribute 
to historic restoration 
projects in Harlem, 
New York City. Younger 
daughter Piper loves 
“Now if only humanity can  
work together to get the climate 
crisis under control!”
— Mindy Roffman Eads ’78





DIRECTED BY STEVEN 
SPIELBERG
———
Even though it 
was released in 
1982, “E.T.” has 
aged well as a 
film and still  




many times I 
watch it. The 
story is timeless, 
and who doesn't 
smile whenever 
they hear "E.T. 
phone home"? 
“E.T.” definitely 






What changed your life?
For a chance to be featured in this section,  
email editor@kenyon.edu and tell us about the movies, books, music and 
other things that have enhanced your life.
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ultimate Frisbee, so 
Tim sent her “what 
has to be the dorkiest 
picture ever taken of 
me, playing ultimate, 
that made it into one of 
our Reveille yearbooks. 
To be young again...” Ian 
B. Lane relocated from 
Westchester County to 
New York City with his 
partner, Mari Kelman, 
and her daughter 
Alexia. Ian helped his 
daughter Edith move 
into Swansea University; 
celebrated his son Max’s 
summer experience at 
“extreme military chal-
lenge camp,” and wel-
comes suggestions for 
good places where son 
Emmett can continue 
the hiking, rock climbing 
and kayaking he’s taken 
up. Finally, Ian recently 
started an Upper West 
Side French conver-
sation group. Dale H. 
Marsh, Brecksville, 
Ohio, enjoyed working 
with Sean R. Smith ’16 
(a med student at Case 
Western Reserve) on 
the interventional ICU 
team in the cardiotho-
racic surgical ICU at 
the Cleveland Clinic. 
“He did an outstanding 
job,” Dale reports. “It’s 
good to see Kenyon 
is still a good starting 
point for a medical 
career.” Dale also notes 
that he connected with 
a good friend of Julia 
M. (Marlowe) Kirby 
to share advice about 
interviewing for medical 
schools. Nancy R. 
Powers bought a house 
in Gambier. “I’ve come 
full circle!” she writes. “I 
continue to love teach-
ing and working with the 
Center for the Study of 
American Democracy 
and have enjoyed 
teaching several class-
mates’ very smart kids.” 
Pamela J. Slotsky, 
Delmar, New York, 
mostly sees Kenyon 
friends via Facebook, 
but alongside Greta R. 
Kaemmer she toured 
Boston’s Taza Chocolate 
Factory and had dinner 
at a Moldovan restau-
rant. “And my 43022 
hat traveled with me, 
my husband and my 
mother to Casablanca in 
September,” Pam adds, 
“where we had an amaz-
ing experience with 




Buckles and her 
husband, Greg, both 
took new jobs at 
the Lawrenceville 
School in New Jersey. 
“We’re enjoying living 
together again after 12+ 
years of a commuter 
marriage!” she adds. 
Joseph Caperna, 
San Diego, thanks 
Theresa Lammers, 
Gail Cleveland Hamel, 
Kristen M. Richardson 
and others for making 
the 35th reunion great. 
Joe, who continues to 
travel, “tested 1,000 
Masai in Tanzania last 
year” and hopes to help 
with a TB outbreak on 
his next trip. “As I age,” 
he adds, “I believe more 




“continues in her quest 
to try to translate 
science findings for 
policymakers and other 
decision makers,” she 
updates, “although D.C. 
is a tough town these 
days!” Nancy also sings 
her heart out as part of 
the Congressional Choir 
and “tries vainly to get 
the kids to call.” Anne 
Rock, Philadelphia, 
describes her “swell” life 
as a teacher — “enter-
taining high school 
audiences and fanta-
sizing about fantastic 
summer vacations we 
likely won’t take.” She 
also races bicycles and 
coaches a National 
Interscholastic Cycling 
Association team. 
“Kenyon seems like 100 
years ago. Wow.”
1985
Wilfred C. “Bill” 
Ahrens III, Esmont, 
Virginia, calls it a “water-
shed year” in which 
he joyfully celebrated 
his daughter Cassie’s 
wedding, attended by 
Elizabeth Markham 
McLanahan, Michael L. 
Cannizzaro and Malya 
S. Alperin ’87. In “other 
watershed news,” Bill 
writes, he and his sons 
Frankie and Wilfred H. 
Ahrens ’15 have begun 
growing industrial hemp 
on their small farm. 
“We have produced a 
fragrant organic crop 
of CBD hemp that we 
are converting to full 
spectrum oil and mar-
keting,” he explains. “It’s 
been a fascinating ride 
plumbing the depths of 
the cannabis market. We 
are seeking to expand 
our production for 
specialized cannabinoid 
profiles and markets.” 
David N. Sheehan, 
Pelham, New York, calls 
his “most thrilling day as 
an educator” the Oct. 3 
visit of President Sean 
Decatur to the Bronx 
Center for Science 
and Mathematics. The 
“first college president 
to come and meet our 
scholars in the 13-year 
history of the school,” 
Decatur attended an AP 
environmental sciences 
class and then spoke 
about his career in 
science and education 
before a student assem-
bly. David described 
Decatur’s visit as “a day 
of magic and wonder for 
our students.” Kathleen 
Waller, Hilliard, Ohio, 
proudly rejoices at the 
graduation of daughter 
Laurel J. Waller ’19, a 
double major in classics 
and drama. “We took a 
three-week trip to Italy 
and Greece in June to 
celebrate this and our 
30th anniversary,” Kathy 
updates. Husband 
Chris is “counting 
down the months to 
retirement from the 
Upper Arlington Police 
Department, and I’m 
still busy teaching 
English as a Second 
Language to 130 
students at Columbus 
Preparatory Academy.”
1986
Elyssa Ramsey Doub, 
Keedysville, Maryland, 
an empty-nester now, 
informs she is “involved 
in preserving local his-
tory and singing in local 
choirs, most recently 
an interfaith choir. It 
was fun reconnecting 
with Chamber Singers 
on tour. My time at 
Kenyon contributed 
to steering my kids to 
their own ‘true north.’” 
Charles R. Needle, 
Irvine, California, 
married Melissa Fraser 
on Sept. 8 at Willowdale 
Estate in Topsfield, 
Massachusetts. “It was 
a magical, enchanting 
Monet-themed wed-
ding,” he reports, with 
150 guests, including 
Ruth J. Staveley and 
Jan E. Klamer ’84, 
freshman roommate 
Andrew W. Chapman 
and Alison W. 
Smithers, who “traveled 
all the way across the 
pond from the U.K. to 
join in. Missy lives in 
Massachusetts while 
I reside in California; 
we’re in the process of 
deciding where to settle, 
so stay tuned!” 
1987
Beth Welty Dreyfuss, 
Los Angeles, “upped 
the distances to four- to 
six-mile races” in her 
summer of open-water 
swimming challenges, 
she reports. “But my 
best challenge was com-
ing back to my home 
state and swimming 
across the Straits of 
Mackinac along the 
Mighty Mac suspension 
bridge joining the Upper 
and Lower peninsulas of 
Michigan. The fun thing 
about open-water swim-
ming,” she adds, “is that 
it’s never the same race 
twice.” Beth also enjoyed 
visits from Tara L. 
Griffin, whose daughter 
is now at Harvey Mudd 
College. Clara A. Porter 
is “happily ensconced” 
in Portland, Maine, with 
“a house full of young 
adults and furry crea-
tures,” she writes. “My 
work in violence pre-
vention and response 
is growing, with a great 
team of trainers and a 
wide array of offerings 
“It’s good to see Kenyon is  
still a good starting point for a 
medical career.”
— Dale E. Marsh ’83 on working with medical student  
Sean R. Smith '16 at the Cleveland Clinic
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— from active bystander 
and empowerment 
self-defense training to 
sexual harassment pre-
vention and response, 
and a healing series  
for survivors.”
1988
Joshua W. Barton, 
Bangalore, India, 
updates: “Have lived 
since 1995 in India, 
where I own a project 
management firm, and 
also Image India, which 
provides photographic 
art to corporate, health-
care and educational 
spaces. I am also a part-
ner in Picture Adventure, 
taking clients to swim 
with blue whales, orcas 
and humpbacks in won-
derful remote locations 
all around the world.” 
Josh is married to a 
teacher at the Canadian 
School. Tara L. Jones, 
Eugene, Oregon, and her 
daughter visited Amy B. 
Malkoff in Marblehead, 
Massachusetts, “repeat-
ing a similar trip we 
made when Sophia was 
a little girl,” she informs. 
“We ate yummy food, 
visited the beach (we 
swam; Amy made sand 
cat sculptures), went 
for walks and talked, 
talked, talked. Always 
good to spend time with 
my former roommate 
and musical director 
(Owl Creek Singers and 
’Jesus Christ Superstar’) 
and lifelong friend.” 
Justin Lee V lives in 
Berkeley, California, 
commuting about 50 
miles by motorcycle 
three days a week to 
Los Altos, where former 
mayor Courtenay 
Cochran Corrigan 
is on the city council. 
“My daughter Marnie 
attends UC Davis,” 
Justin writes. “Small 
liberal arts school's not 
for her, I guess.” Justin 
is a track coach for a 
youth running club: “I 
blame everything on 
soon-to-retire Coach 
Duane Gomez.” Janet 
E. Lord, Baltimore, 
received an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree 
on Honors Day. “I am 
incredibly excited and 
bowled over by this 
honor,” she writes. 
Kevin B. Richardson, 
Marietta, Georgia, 
started his own practice, 
Enable Coaching and 
Consulting LLC, offering 
executive, life and career 
coaching as well as HR 
and talent consulting. 
“Would greatly appreci-
ate referrals in Atlanta 
and the Southeast 
(kevin@enablecoaching.
com),” he submits. His 
third grandchild, a girl, 
arrived last year. One 
of his two daughters 
is newly married and 
now living in Tampa; the 
other is in school full 
time in Tokyo. “Not to 
name-drop,” he adds, 
“but it’s the same col-
lege the Japanese royal 
princesses attend! My 
wife and I are enjoying 
empty-nester status, 
but it’s awfully quiet 
now!” Beth Miyashiro 
Vivio and her husband 
survived their first year 
as business owners in 
St. Petersburg, Florida, 
she updates. “Our 
company, Corporate 
Fitness Works, is doing 
well,” she writes, “and 
more important — we 
still like each other. Our 
son Carter M. Vivio 
’21 continues to love 
being on the Hill. We 
can’t believe it’s time to 
start convincing our son 
Anthony that his destiny 
is also at Kenyon.” 
1989
Frances V. Carr is back 
home in Columbus, 
Ohio, after traveling 
across the country last 
February, April, June 
and July. “Looking 
for work and thinking 
about starting my own 
company,” Fran informs. 
“The support of the 
K80s page has been a 
lifesaver through these 
many months of family 
travail and change.” 
Sarah F. Cassidy, 
Duvall, Washington, 
and her husband, Luke 
Woodward, started a 
farm-to-table restaurant 
in the Snoqualmie Valley 
region outside Seattle. 
Called The Grange, 
its wood-fired dishes 
showcase the produce 
and meat they raise at 
Hearth Farm, which the 
family has run for 20 
years now. “Pondering 
the next arduous, 
non-lucrative (but exhil-
arating) business ven-
ture we can embark on,” 
Sarah writes. “Canadian 
yarn art, perhaps?” 
Christopher K. Eaton 
and Colleen R. Siders 
Eaton ’87, Powell, Ohio, 
report they are settled 
into life in Columbus 
and welcome alumni 
and parents to the Our 
Path Forward local cam-
paign events they help 
organize. “Any wayward 
K80s who need lodging, 
reach out,” they submit. 
“We added a new 
member to the family 
— Patrick, a Wheaten 
terrier adopted on dog 
rescue day. He’s growing 
and hopefully will stop 
chewing the woodwork 
soon.” Abbe Jacobson, 
an adjusting emp-
ty-nester who sold the 
family home and moved 
to downtown Seattle, 
proudly celebrated the 
graduation of son Sam 
from the Naval Academy 
last year. Daughter Ellie 
is a junior at Santa Clara 
University. “I wanted 
her to go to Kenyon, but 
she wanted sunny and 
70 degrees every day,” 
Abbe explains. “Hard to 
argue with that.” Abbe 
sees Kyla K. Carlson 
a couple of times a 
month; their husbands 
are now good friends. 
“We have a view of the 
Space Needle, moun-
tains and Lake Union,” 
she adds. Ansel Jason 
Sears II, Rye, New York, 
partnering with friends 
in tech and advertising, 
has left Mastercard and 
started a group called 
Team Daya, which will 
“build primary schools 
in some of the most 
impoverished places in 
the world,” he updates. 
They broke ground in 
Nepal in October, with 
schools in Malawi and 
Guatemala under-
way in 2020 (see 
SupportTeamDaya.
com). He’s traveled 
to Borneo, Portugal, 
Iceland and Tanzania 
“having the time of 
my life,” he writes, 
including a “trip of 
a lifetime” ascent of 
Mount Kilimanjaro with 
son Noah, a first-year 
student at Tulane. 
1990s
1990
Sonya D. Broeren 
concluded 15 years of 
working at Kenyon: “The 
time has come for a 
change,” she writes. “I 
am now the admissions 
dean for West Coast and 
international for Union 
College (in Schenectady, 
New York). The change 
in jobs brings a bonus 
to my life: After 30+ 
years, Sean Ward and 
I are back together 
and living in Newport 
Beach, California. It’s 
funny how life makes 
full circles.” Julia Griner 
updates: “Not much has 
changed for us here in 
Rome. Our little school 
continues to fill up 
with fabulous students 
from all over the world 
and Italy.” Julia hosted 
professors Claudia 
and Jack Esslinger’s 
semester-abroad 
students for a class on 
filled pasta, and enjoyed 
visits from Margaret G. 
(Sellers) McGowan and 
Thomas P. McGowan 
and Randie (Rellin) 
Collier and Shelby D. 
Collier ’91. “So good to 
reconnect!” Daniel C. 
McGuire, Mendham, 
New Jersey, is in his 
15th year (and third as 
CEO) with Homeless 
Solutions Inc., “the 
largest provider of 
homeless shelter and 
services in Morris 
County, New Jersey,” 
he informs. “Every day 
at the helm is different. 
For stress relief, I have 
‘geeked out’ on disc golf, 
playing in more than half 
a dozen tournaments 
last year.” Dan notes 
that his wife, Meredith 
Beever McGuire 
’91, enjoys teaching 
preschool. Michele L. 
Petrucci updates: “Still 
at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania—yeah, it’s 
a confusing name—a 
public university about 
an hour northeast of 
“As I age, I believe more that  
liberal arts will save democracy.”
 
— Joseph Caperna ’84












Bi Vuong ’03 remembers Kenyon as a place where she was ”encouraged to engage with ‘big’ 
ideas — justice, heroism, empathy, democracy — all of which continue to influence my thinking,” 
she said. Working in the education sector and interacting with students, teachers and administra-
tors, “I have come to witness, and better understand, how ‘big’ ideas are reflected in the everyday 
interactions and decisions that shape the lives of individuals and communities,” she explained. 
“What can seem like a ‘little’ idea can be a ‘big’ idea if it improves a student’s experience or pro-
vides a student with new opportunities.”
CURRENT HOMETOWN: Brooklyn, New York 
OCCUPATION: Education policy 
 
WHAT YOU’VE BEEN UP TO SINCE  
GRADUATION: I moved around a bit, tried a 
variety of jobs and earned my master's degree 
along the way. I am currently a managing direc-
tor at Project Evident and am working with edu-
cation agencies and nonprofits to use evidence 
to make a difference in students' lives. Pre-
viously, I was the director of Proving Ground 
at Harvard University's Center for Education 
Policy Research, and the deputy chief financial 
officer at the School District of Philadelphia.
 
MOTTO: The question I have tried to use to 
guide my career decisions is: “Where can I have 
the biggest impact?” The answer hasn’t always 
been clear-cut, but having worked in the private, 
nonprofit and governmental sectors, I still believe 
that my general determination to work toward 
improving education outcomes for students was 
the right one for me.
BEST ADVICE ANYONE HAS EVER GIVEN 
YOU? Trust your style. In my early 20s, I received 
some feedback from a supervisor who sug-
gested that I may have been a bit too forthright 
and direct in my manner of speaking and in my 
interactions with colleagues. The supervisor 
suggested I be more circumspect. I mentioned 
this to my husband over coffee. He immediately 
waved his hand, told me it was bad advice and 
encouraged me to, as he put it, “trust my style.” It 
was kind of a throwaway line, but this advice has, 
to this day, served me well.
Pittsburgh.” Michele is 
associate vice president 
for international educa-
tion and global engage-
ment. “It’s cool that 
I get to meet/travel/
work with interesting, 
intelligent and diverse 
people from all over the 
world,” she explains. In 
addition to three weeks 
with her 10-year-old son 
and mother on a trip to 
Japan, Michele spent 
“four fun-filled nights” in 
San Francisco last sum-
mer with E. McAllister 
“Callie” Towne and 
Anne Christine Seiler.
1991
Edward C. Benyon 
celebrated five years 
of residence in Hobart, 
Tasmania, Australia. 
He’s busy with his 
two middle schoolers 
— “lots of camping, 
rowing, soccer, music 
and activities with their 
friends,” he informs. His 
wife, Jenny, plays violin 
with the Tasmanian 
Symphony Orchestra. 
“I missed seeing 
James P. Snyder and 
Jennifer L. Taylor 
when they visited last 
year — holiday plans 
didn’t overlap.” Thomas 
S. Dilsheimer, Bala 
Cynwyd, Pennsylvania, 
married Susan Miller on 
Aug. 3 in Philadelphia. 
Attending were J. 
Chalmers Browne, 
Peter G. Delaplane, 
Jonathan K. Roman, 
William C. DeVane ’92 
and Eric S. Grodsky. 
Tom updates that 
he also “merged The 
How Group, his real 
estate brokerage, with 
Compass Real Estate, 
giving us an amazing 
slate of marketing and 
tech tools to better help 
consumers buy and sell 
real estate.” Daughter 
Samantha (19) is at 
Boston University, 
son Danny (16) a high 
school junior. “Time 
sure is flyin’ by!” Holly 
Hatch-Surisook writes 
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about sending her 
first-born off to college: 
“If you’ve been through 
this already, you know 
that it’s heart-wrench-
ing. We first went on a 
trip to Thailand, visiting 
family and experienc-
ing the place of my 
husband’s early life. The 
kids are now inspired to 
learn Thai, and my son 
has found some new 
favorite snacks — like 
Tom Yum-flavored Lay’s 
potato chips.” Holly has 
two Minneapolis restau-
rants, Sen Yai Sen Lek 
and Dipped & Debris. 
Dabney S. Moncher, 
Middletown, New 
Jersey, spent a “lovely 
weekend in Maine 
celebrating 50 with 
some beautiful Kenyon 
ladies,” she informs. 
“Great view, conversa-
tion and lots of wine.” 
She and her husband 
and twin eighth-grad-
ers plan to relocate to 
Sarasota, Florida, where 
they are building a new 
home and Dabney is 
seeking a new posi-
tion — “please send 
ideas and contacts!” 
Alexander A. Novak 
and Angie Karnosky 
Novak ’89 left 
Bethesda after 20 years 
and moved 40 miles up 
the road to Frederick, 
also in Maryland. “I’m 
still publisher of a his-
tory book imprint called 
Regnery History,” Alex 
writes, “still running 
long, slow ultramara-
thon events,” including 
his first 100-miler in 
Texas in 2018. At a 50k 
in Black Rock City, 
Nevada, Alex ran into 
Kai P. Schoenhals ’88. 
Around D.C., he also 
sees David N. “Chip” 
Carter Jr., Owen J. 
Pinkerton ’92, Mariam 
M. Bahrami, Kathryn 
A. (McElvein) Firmin 
’96 and — with Michael 
J. McElroy — Edward 
M. “Mike” Schauerte 
during his visit to D.C. 
from Japan.
1992
Jacob M. Adler, Ponte 
Vedra Beach, Florida, 
reports having endured 
a third hurricane 
evacuation in as many 
years: “My 7-year-old 
threatened that if the 
hurricane destroyed 
her bedroom, she 
would put herself up for 
adoption,” Jack writes. 
“Fortunately, our home 
again held up, and 
our family has stayed 
together!” Alden L. 
Senior and Kristen A. 
Senior ’91 sent their 
oldest, Ben, off to study 
film at Syracuse. “He 
left for college right 
after finishing his first 
feature-length film, 
which debuted here in 
Chicago,” Alden writes. 
“It’s weird to have the 
first birdie out of the 
nest, but we’re coping 
(sort of).” Daughter 
Amelia is considering 
Kenyon, while 10-year-
old Topher enjoys musi-
cal theater. A fun trip to 
L.A. included good food 
and sightseeing, which, 
Alden adds, “unfortu-
nately meant a TMZ 
tour.” Lainie Thomas 
updates: “After moving 
around for the first 17 
years of my career to 
six different countries, 
it came as a surprise 
to hit the 10-year mark 
here in Manila and feel 
settled for a change.” 
Lainie enjoys challeng-
ing and interesting work 
in the NGO and Civil 
Society Center of the 
Asian Development 
Bank, which sends her 
to Mongolia, (Republic 
of) Georgia, Myanmar, 
China and around the 
Philippines. She recently 
adopted two yellow labs 
“who snore incessantly 
and are fabulous com-






Jersey, had “an exciting 
whirlwind of a year,” 
she updates: “a trip to 
Mongolia for the annual 
Golden Eagle Festival, 
launching a fun new 
business and a surprise 
hip replacement. As 
we all get older, I know 
more and more of us 
will be joining the ‘bionic 
club.’” Jen enjoyed a 
long weekend in wine 
country with Sara 
S. Fousekis, Allison 
Hilberg Bunker and 
Eleanor B. Jewett, as 
well as a summer visit 
from Daniel L. Lerner 
and family. Matthew 
K. Seeley, Cleveland, 
celebrated the wedding 
of daughter Haley on 
Sept. 21. Attending were 
Devin J. Oddo, Edward 
F. Kilbane, Matthew 
J. McGeary, Kenneth 
P. Danzinger ’94 and 
John-Marc Berthoud 
’94. Matthew’s eldest 
son, Benjamin, works for 
his wife Amy’s business, 
Seeley Test Pros, as an 
ACT/SAT tutor; Matthew 
has opened his own 
practice, The Seeley 
Law Office. “All in all a 
very exciting year.”
1994
Surrounded by many 
Kenyon friends and 
classmates Scott R. 
Baker married Marc 
Bragin, Jewish chaplain 
and director of Hillel at 
Kenyon, in Lake Placid, 
New York, on June 29, 
2019. Family attending 
were Richard Baker 
Jr. ’69, Lynn Baker 
P’94, ’96, ’99, Timothy 
N. Baker ’71, Laura 
Baker Wilkinson ’99, 
Shannon B. Wilkinson 
’95 and Neil A. Butler 
’95. Classmates present 
were Marshall W. 
Chapin, Sarah E. Hall, 
Robert M. Herzog, 
Adam K. Kline, Steven 
C. Waterfield, Chad 
J. Withers and Erik R. 
Zinser. Fellow alums 
and friends included 
Eli W. Thomas ’93, 
James A. Brady III ’69, 
Mary M. Mason ’95, 
Michael S. Epstein ’95, 
Margaret E. Darrow 
’95 and Benjamin B. 
Williams ’95, Peter M. 
Bloomfield ’73, Prof. 
Benjamin Locke, Prof. 
Howard and Judy Sacks, 
Rebecca A. Barth ’93 
and Christopher D. 
Barth ’93, and Stu and 
Lisa D. Schott ’80. 
Sheila Ortona enjoyed 
a visit to Gambier 
during the 50 Years 
of Women at Kenyon 
celebration with Darnell 
P. Heywood, Mary C. 
“Marcie” Hall Mennes 
and Aline Thompson. 
“We were proud to listen 
to our fellow classmate 
Sonya Pryor-Jones 
speak on a stimulat-
ing panel, admire the 
beautiful photographs 
of Alexandra Rowley 
in an art exhibition, and 
cheer for Aline after she 
spoke at the athletics 
breakfast. A memorable, 
fantastic weekend!” 
Sheila lives in San 
“As the world seemingly grows  
more turbulent, Kenyon steadfastly 
nurtures critical thinking and  
a deep sense of responsibility.” 
 
— Samie Kim Falvey ’96
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Francisco and “loves 
her walks on Ocean 
Beach with Claire 
Laverge Petitt.” David 
A. Pilgrim and Lauren 
Johnson Pilgrim ’96 
live in Chicago—“in the 
city, not the suburbs” 
— with son Andrew, a 
high school freshman. 
At Publicis (Sapient), 
Dave is leading business 
development for retail 
in North America, while 
Lauren is active with 
the Chicago Waldorf 
School. Dave writes 
that the cover band 
he formed a few years 
ago would be happy to 
play your next party or 
event. They’re called 
“Mostly Dave,” because 
four of the original five 
members were named 
Dave (check out his 
photos and song catalog 
at mostlydave.com). 
Ravana Wijeyeratne, 
Hanthana, Sri Lanka, 
will be leaving his post 
as CEO of a 40-year-old 
family-owned financial 
institution. “Looks like 
I will see what doors 
open,” Ravi writes, “or 
hopefully take some 
time out and focus on 
my work as a repre-
sentative of the local 
University of Peradeniya 
and my honorary 
work for the French 
Consulate in Kandy, 
Sri Lanka. Met up with 
Phi Kap brother Glen 
A. Feder ’96 in Manila, 
Philippines, in July.”
1995
Matthew R. Leaf and 
Heather M. (Steiner) 
Leaf send greetings 
from Greenfield, 
Massachusetts, where 
Heather is an early 
interventionist “driving 
all over this part of 
creation, visiting kids 
under 3 in their homes 
and day cares,” Matt 
updates. “In one of life’s 
more random moments,” 
Matt writes, “I was 
able to connect with 
Genevieve Raymond 
while in Oregon after 
she deduced where I 
was from postings on 
social media. I con-
tinue my work as dean 
of students at Four 
Rivers Charter Public 
School,” he informs, 
“with the past three 
years bringing a focus 
on restorative practices 
with kids in grades 7-12. 
Emma Melo, Louisville, 
Kentucky, updates: 
“Still gardening, still 
doing my asanas, still 
walking the same dog 
and still trying to reverse 
time while living fully in 
denial as a student of 
the Louisville Ballet in 
the studio classes as 
often as possible.” Emma 
says her job as arts and 
environments specialist 
at Highland Presbyterian 
Nursery and Weekday 
School is “a fancy title 
for ‘art teacher and play 
worker with no studio of 
my own.’ I enjoy getting 
to say I am a professional 
player!” John M. Zolidis 
writes that two years 
into the family relocation 
from New York to Paris, 
France, “things are going 
well.” His two daughters 
are pursuing the inter-
national baccalaureate 
at a bilingual school, 
and the elder is planning 
for college: “The lack of 
direct Paris-Gambier 
flights is not helping!” 
John adds. His French 
improving, John sums 
up: “I’m appreciating the 
slightly contradictory 
combination of a more 
chill Parisian backdrop, 
the excitement of novelty 
and the edginess of daily 





Vernon, Ohio, marked 
year 18 on the Hill in 
the Dance, Drama and 
Film Department. On 
top of building sets, he’s 
designing scenery for 
two stage shows: “When 
We Were Young and 
Unafraid” and “Glass 
Menagerie.” Chris jokes, 
“What doesn’t kill you 
and all that … Abby (9) 
and Marin (5) are both 
in elementary school 
this year. Anne Higby 
Ellsworth ’04 and I 
are still trying to figure 
out what to do with 
all the extra day-care 
money.” Samie Kim 
Falvey, Los Angeles, 
loves serving on the 
Board of Trustees, she 
writes, “a role that has 
reconnected me with 
the school, professors, 
and brought me back 
to Middle Path. I’m 
comforted to see all 
the ways Kenyon has 
evolved and yet also 
stayed the same. As the 
world seemingly grows 
more turbulent, Kenyon 
steadfastly nurtures 
critical thinking and a 
deep sense of respon-
sibility.” Christopher 
S. Frisby is president 
of the Daniel Island 
Historical Society in 
Charleston, South 
Carolina. Last summer, 
he celebrated his entire 
family’s birthdays 
during one week — his 
wife, Erin, both kids 
and the dog. He also 
attended the Citi Open 
tennis tournament in 
Washington, D.C., where 
“he defied all courtside 
etiquette by yelling after 
Courtney A. Carlson in 
the rows ahead of him 
in the men’s semifi-
nal match!” Brian D. 
Kiscoe, The Woodlands, 
Texas, took a new 
position with SI Bone as 
regional sales director. 
His daughter, Alaina, 
started middle school, 
and his wife, Christine, 
began her photography 
career. “Wrapped up 
my triathlon season in 
September,” Brian adds, 
“with the Ironman 70.3 
World Championship 
Race in Nice, France, 
where Jason D. Hann 
’95 came with me to 
experience it all.” Julia 
M. Warga was elected 
to the city council in 
Mount Vernon, Ohio. “It 
was exciting to see my 
campaign yard signs 
all over town (includ-
ing the yard of Chris 
and Annie Ellsworth). 
Really excited about 
this new challenge.” 
Julia, who has lived in 
Mount Vernon for 16 
years, works in Kenyon’s 
Library and Information 
Services division, along 
with husband Brandon. 
“Yes, we are both 
currently working in the 
modular buildings on 
Ransom Lawn during 
the construction of the 
new Chalmers Library,” 
she adds.
1997
Marcella D. Fjelstad, 
Salt Lake City, passes 
along this “fun tid-
bit”: While on a quick 
getaway in Washington 
state’s San Juan Islands, 
she and her husband 
decided to hike a bit in 
Lime Kiln Point State 
Park, carrying along 
her purple Kenyon 
water bottle. “As we’re 
overlooking the water 
for seals,” Marci says, 
“a voice says, ‘Hey! I 
went to Kenyon!’ Of the 
only 15 people we saw 
in the park that day, 
I got to meet Lillian 
DiGiacomo ’98, up 
from Sacramento. By 
far a highlight of the 
day.” Emily D. Sprowls 
and David T. Kysela 
’98 moved their family 
to Montreal, Quebec, 
in January 2019. “Lots 
of new jackets and 
boots,” she informs. 
“Dave is setting up fancy 
microscopes in a new 
lab at the Université 
de Montréal, and I 
have started a doctoral 
program in environmen-
tal education at McGill 
University. Our sons are 
settling into new schools 
and soccer leagues, 
and we are all trying to 
improve our French and 
winter sports skills!”
1998
Stephanie K. Blumer 
received tenure in 
February 2019 at 
Oakton Community 
College, where she is an 
assistant professor of 
biology. “Super-excited; 
I feel like I found my 
place,” she shares. 
“I’m focused on equity 





students in higher ed. 
The husband is still 
awesome, and we enjoy 
life in Chicago.” Todd 
E. Kiziminski and 
wife Erin, Louisville, 
Kentucky, celebrated 
their 15th wedding 
anniversary. “I spend 
most of my free time 
kayaking and com-
petitive trail running,” 
Todd adds, “when we 
are not watching Benji 
(11), Vivienne (8) and 
Hudson (6) play lots 
and lots of sports. Life is 
good in Louisville!” Ania 
H. Drejer Teel returned 
to the Hill in September 
to be inducted into 
the Kenyon Athletic 
Association Hall of 
Fame. “It had been 15 
years since I set foot on 
campus,” she remem-
bers, “and I didn’t 
want to leave. I am still 
living in New Haven, 
Connecticut, with my 
husband, whom I met 
while we were doctoral 
students at Yale, and 
four children.”
1999
Elizabeth G. Dunning, 
Washington, D.C., is now 
director of institutional 
giving for Brady United 
to End Gun Violence, 
one of America’s oldest 
gun violence preven-
tion groups, Liz shares. 
“Bringing my profes-
sional expertise and 
personal experience 
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together feels so good.” 
Kamille A. Harless, 
Mableton, Georgia, is 
serving her first year as 
Alumni Council presi-
dent. “If you have any 
questions or concerns 
you would like to raise 
with the larger group, 
please feel free to con-
tact me or any members 
of the Alumni Council.” 
Marjorie R. Hegstrom 
and Erik H. Hegstrom 
reside in Minneapolis 
with their sons, ages 7 
and 10. Marjorie works 
as an independent con-
tractor on agriculture, 
food and farm-to-table 
projects. “In addition to 
many family adventures 
camping, sailing and hik-
ing,” she writes, “I spent 
last summer managing 
a local café garden and 
developing community 
programs about local 
farms, school lunches 
and pollinators.” Erich 
K. Kurschat, Chicago, 
shares the following: 
“While all my Kenyon 
stories are special, 
one of my favorites is 
now the one I get to 
tell about Dr. Locke 
inviting my wife, Katie, 
to rehearse and perform 
with Chamber Singers 
alumni during Reunion 
Weekend in  May 2019. 
That I was able to share 
something so signif-
icant with Katie is a 
memory I will treasure. 
She couldn’t have had 
a better, more mean-
ingful introduction to 
the place and family of 
Kenyon College.” John 
F. Scherck, Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, started 
a new career last fall. 
“After 17 years as a 
high school teacher 
and administrator,” he 
informs, “I’ve transi-
tioned into the tech 
world as a software 
developer for PNC. 
Lauren E. Coil-Sherck 
’02 is in her second year 
chairing the science 
department at the 
Hawken School, and 
our three daughters are 




Devin C. Bowles, 
Canberra, Australia, 
attended a conference 
in Vietnam last year, 
accompanied by his 
4-year-old daugh-
ter. “Miren loved the 
cultural experience,” 
he writes, “except for 
the fact that her long, 
light hair seemed to 
invite lots of touching 
from strangers.” He 
informs that his son, 
now almost 2, “seems 
to have inherited my 
appetite.” Devin teaches 
at the Australian 
National University 
and is executive 
director of the Council 
of Academic Public 
Health Institutions in 
Australasia. Kelly P. 
Dillon, Grove City, Ohio, 
passed her third-year 
review as an assistant 
professor of commu-
nication at Wittenberg 
University. “I continue 
to be ridiculously happy 
here,” she writes. “I 
get to relive the liberal 
arts tradition every 
day with my stu-
dents, who research 
such cool stuff.” Kelly, 
whose travels with 
students presenting at 
regional and national 
conferences recently 
included Montana 
and Baltimore, adds, 
“Just don’t tell them I 
still root for the Lords 
and Ladies whenever 
our Tigers play them!” 
Rachel I. Leber moved 
to Portland, Oregon, 
in August to begin 
medical school at the 
National University of 
Natural Medicine. “Huge 
transition for me,” she 
informs, “after spending 
most of my post-Kenyon 
life in Boulder, Colorado, 
diving into science after 
a lifetime immersed in 
music, humanities and 
the arts. (None of that 
stuff is going anywhere 
— musician and artist 
for life!) And soon to 
be a doctor! Love my 
cohort of wonderful 
classmates—not to 
mention all of the 
oxygen and moisture 
here that was harder to 
come by in Boulder!” 
Benjamin S. Smith and 
Kyra Whitson Smith 
’01 live in Stuttgart, 
Germany, with their 
two girls (5 and 8). “I’ve 
switched jobs,” Ben 
writes, “and now work 
for Booz Allen Hamilton, 
although I still work in 
foreign affairs for the 
U.S. government.”
2001
Erika Plank Hagan, 
Ridgefield, Connecticut, 
started a master’s pro-
gram in religious studies 
at Hartford Seminary, 
a nondenominational 
interfaith seminary. 
“There’s a Kenyon 
Street on campus,” 
she notes, “so clearly 
it was all very meant to 
be.” Beth A. Harrod, 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 
graduated from nursing 
school last year and is a 
registered nurse in the 
neonatal intensive care 
unit at Rainbow Babies 
and Children’s Hospital. 
“It’s very intense,” she 
notes, “but so reward-
ing. I am so excited to 
have my dream job!” 
Juliana Novic moved to 
Cleveland to be closer 
to family after 14 years 
in the Southwest. Julie 
updates: “Even though 
I enjoyed my career in 
archaeology and higher 
ed, I decided to make 
a career change. After 
up-skilling through a 
coding boot camp, I 
started a fruitful career 
as a data scientist at a 
regional data science 
consultancy. It’s been a 
grand adventure, and I 
am quite happy where I 
landed.” Erika R. Snell, 
Chicago, was promoted 
to creative director at 
AbelsonTaylor. She 
was thrilled by her 
selection to judge the 
Clio awards. “I decided 
I wanted to do more 
writing,” she notes, “and 
am happy to report that 
my article on immer-
sive data analytics was 
published. Other than 
that, I finished my first 
marathon and thank 
Kenyon every day for 
the education, friends 
and personal growth it’s 
afforded me.” Colin H. 
Yuckman, Morrisville, 
North Carolina, had 
what he calls “a year of 
firsts.” He completed 
his doctoral degree in 
New Testament and 
mission theology at 
Duke Divinity School 
and took a position as 
instructor and assistant 
director of its master of 
arts program. He also 
celebrated the appoint-
ment of Meredith L. 
“My current favorite game is  
Attack from Mars; my all-time high 
score is in the top 2,000 nationally 
(out of about 30,000).”  
— Robert W. Sale ’02 on his newfound obsession with pinball arcades
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(Weaver) Yuckman 
as executive director 
of the Hope Center at 
Pullen, a nonprofit that 
equips young people 
aging out of foster care 
to make successful 
transitions to adulthood.
2002
Emily H. “Amy” 
Peterson, Detroit, left 
the sports world to 
focus all her attention 
on running Rebel Nell, 
the social enterprise 
she founded in 2013 
to help women with 
barriers to employment. 
Amy and her husband 
are restoring an old 
abandoned church in 
their neighborhood 
to make it a café and 
gathering space. Robert 
W. Sale had a big year 
purchasing and moving 
the family into the 
Washington, D.C., child-
hood home of his wife, 
Katherine M. Leland 
’03. “Slowly making 
it our forever house,” 
Winston writes. “Both 
kids are now in D.C. 
public schools, which is 
kind of a big deal for us, 
having grown up in D.C. 
back when DCPS was a 
disaster zone. So far it 
has been great, though. 
I have become obsessed 
with playing pinball 
recently and drag the 
family to pinball arcades 
whenever possible. My 
current favorite game is 
Attack from Mars; my 
all-time high score is in 
the top 2,000 nationally 
(out of about 30,000). I 
am thinking about buy-
ing a few games for the 
house and trying to go 
pro, but Kate isn’t sure 
that is such a good idea. 
I can’t imagine why.”
2003
Erin K. McConnell, 
Erlanger, Kentucky, ran 
the Cincinnati Flying 
Pig Marathon last year. 
“While I hope to finish 
another one (or five or 
ten) eventually,” she 
writes, “my family is 
keeping me pretty busy. 
Now that the kids are 8 
and 4, my husband and 
I are entering into the 
‘big kid’ years. Both kids 
have big personalities 
and are turning into 
funny, creative, amazing 
people. Who knows? 
Classes of 2034 and 
2038?” Julie P. Smith 
and Drew E. Seaman 
continue to travel the 
world as expats, she 
informs. After two and a 
half years in Shenzhen 
and Shanghai, they’ve 
relocated to Singapore. 
Julie’s marketing 
research job made the 
moves possible, and 
Drew is pivoting from 
nonprofit manage-
ment in China “back 
to his original love for 
hospitality in Singapore 
in the restaurant or 
hotel sectors,” she 
explains. “We’re looking 
forward to diving deep 
into Southeast Asia 
travel and adjusting 
to year-round sum-
mer.” Betsy J. Welch, 
Boulder, Colorado, 
reports that 20 years 
ago she “became best 
friends with a bunch of 
guys from the fresh-
man dorm (Norton).” 
Reuniting in D.C. on 
Sept. 28 — to celebrate 
Jeremy A. Bauman’s 
marriage earlier in the 
summer—were Joshua 
A. Bauman, Keenan M. 
Hughes and Jillian D. 
Howell, Robert T. Haile, 
Mark C. Lemon, Julian 
S. Quasha and John L. 
Dutton. “Twenty years 
is a long time,” Betsy 
notes, “but we’re all still 
pretty much the same.”
2004
Cassandra D. Nelson 
Craig enjoys life in 
Indianapolis and her 
work as the upper 
school counselor at 
Park Tudor School. 
Cassie’s daughter, Iris, 
is in kindergarten there. 
“It is special to be able 
to share the same com-
munity,” she notes. “I’m 
reminded how the days 
are long but the years 
are short.” Last year 
she and Kyle celebrated 
their 10th anniversary, 
and she got to share 
Kenyon with her family 
at the reunion. Anna C. 
Handy and her husband 
welcomed their third 
child in February 2019: 
“Ella (8) and Calvin (6) 
think Dylan is terrific,” 
she informs. “We moved 
in July to Scarsdale, 
New York, the beautiful 
hometown of the great 
gentlemen Henry J. 
Kaiser and Logan S. 
Winston. Our family is 
loving the community 
and the close proximity 
to the city, where Dave is 
still at Bloomberg and I 
am at the David Zwirner 
Gallery — along with 
Benjamin E. McMillan 
’11 and Kim Davidson 
’18. Elizabeth Galloway 
Schaffer, Mendota 
Heights, Minnesota, 
updates that after 15 
years with Wells Fargo 
she is “excited to be 
back in the pool.” Beth is 
now assistant coach for 
the men’s and wom-
en’s swim teams at the 
University of St. Thomas 
in St. Paul. The new job 
is exciting and allows 
for more time with her 
husband, Bill, and Elise 
(7) and Graham (3).
2005
Daniel Z. Epstein, 
Washington, D.C., was 
nominated to be a 
judge on the U.S. Court 
of Federal Claims. He 
has served for the last 
several years in the 
White House as a senior 
associate counsel to 
the president. He and 
his wife, Yael, live on 
Capitol Hill with sons 
Felix (4) and Emmet 
(2). Becky L. Grajeda, 
Claremont, California, is 
the facilities scheduling 
and rentals coordinator 
at The Colburn School in 
downtown Los Angeles. 
It involves, she reports, 
“mostly staring at a 
computer, but work-
ing with world-class 
musicians and hearing 
live music from the 
practice rooms and 
concert halls every day,” 
which reminds her of 
being a Kenyon music 
student. “Really low-key 
co-workers, too,” she 
adds. “Love it.” Megan 
L. Harvey, Houston, 
works at NASA’s 
Johnson Space Center 
on the International 
Space Station program. 
“This summer I was 
the lead Russian liaison 
for Increment 59,” she 
informs. She recom-
mends the podcast “The 
Adventure Zone” and a 
Bill Bryson book titled 
“One Summer: America 
1927,” which was “part 
of a syllabus listed 
in one of the Kenyon 
Alumni Bulletins.”
2006
Jack A. Cerchiara, 
Seattle, is in his 11th sea-
son with the University 
“I’m reminded how the days are 
long but the years are short.”
— Cassandra D. Nelson Craig ’04, on working as the upper school counselor 
at the same school where her daughter, Iris, attends kindergarten












15 YEARS OUT 
Ted Samuel ’05
IN THIS OCCASIONAL SERIES, ALUMNI SHARE THEIR LIFE 
TRAJECTORIES POST-KENYON.
MY LIFE ONE YEAR OUT FROM KENYON: I finished a Fulbright 
Fellowship in India. I conducted research, traveled extensively and 
performed Karagattam (a Tamil folk dance) at venues in India, Pakistan, 
Nepal and the U.S. I was ready to take a bite out of the “real world.”
FIVE YEARS OUT:  The real world bit back, and it wasn’t pretty. I 
explored different career paths and learned what I did not want in life. 
I worked in corporate sales and marketing, managed databases as a 
temp and taught at an after-school science program. I also had a few 
great opportunities. I won a fellowship to work at a human rights media 
organization in Nepal, ran summer study-abroad trips to India and 
Vietnam, and worked for the Obama campaign. Given the state of the 
economy in 2009, I decided to go to graduate school.
10 YEARS OUT: I earned my doctorate in cultural anthropology from 
American University. To complete a master’s and doctorate in six years 
required me to forgo everyday luxuries, like a social life. But I found 
pockets of joy and professional satisfaction. I continued to lead sum-
mer study-abroad programs, taking students to Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Rwanda and Tanzania. I also served as an AIF Clinton Fellow in 2012-
2013, where I engaged in human rights advocacy work in south India. In 
the fall of 2015, I began my tenure as director of the South India Term 
Abroad Program. 
15 YEARS OUT: I live in Ohio again! (I did not see that one coming 15 
years ago.) I also still work in international education and exchange, 
managing grants and fellowship programs through Oberlin Shansi. I work 
with partners — including universities, NGOs and a UN agency — in India, 
China, Indonesia and Japan to foster professional exchanges for Oberlin 
College students and young alumni. I’m also doing my part to democra-
tize international opportunities, making them more accessible for people 
of color, LGBTQ+ and low-income students, and professionals.
of Washington’s men’s 
lacrosse team, his 
seventh as head coach. 
“I’ve just finished an 
NSF Fellowship studying 
how college students 
learn physiology and 
how instructors can 
assess the progression 
of their students as 
they master biology,” 
he reports. “I published 
a few papers in the 
past year, including 
co-authoring one 
with Kenyon biology 
professor Bob Mauck, 
my comps adviser back 
in 2006!” Kathryn C. 
McMillan and Robert 
D. McMillan ’07, 
Chicago, welcomed a 
third son, Carl David, 
a “delightful human 
who thankfully enjoys 
sleeping” and joins 
brothers George (5) 
and Peter (3). “We are 
handling the expansion 
well, considering we still 
reside in a two-bedroom 
condo with cats. We are 
also about to welcome 
another No. 3—the 




Denim. We are lucky 
to have Rob’s family, 
including his sister 
Heather M. Hoeppner 
’05, nearby.” C. Hayes 
Wong had dreamed 
of joining Doctors 
without Borders since 
her freshman year 
when she ran between 
pre-med and interna-
tional studies classes. 
Now a board-certified 
emergency physician 
based in New York City, 
she worked with the 
organization in South 
Sudan for much of 
2019, overseeing “the 
emergency department 
and the malnutrition 
unit of a large field 
hospital in a camp for 
South Sudanese who 
were displaced by civil 
war,” Hayes reports. 
“Exhausting but incredi-
bly fulfilling work.” 
2007
Jeffrey N. Gardner, 
Chicago, completed 
his master’s in sound 
arts and industries at 
Northwestern University 
and founded Audacious 
Machine Creative, an 
audio and narrative 
consultancy, Jeff 
informs. They produced 
“Guardians of History,” 
a voice-first “choose 
your own adventure” 
game for Encyclopedia 
Britannica, and are busy 
working on the second 
season of their audio 
fiction podcast “Unwell: 
A Midwestern Gothic 
Mystery,” about ghosts 
and memories in a 
small town in rural Ohio. 
Brendan I. McCarthy 
married Colby Bishop at 
Seneca Lake, New York, 
last June. Attending 
were Robert R. 
Warnock IV, Zachary 
J. Shapiro ’08, 
Michael A. Schnapp 
’08, Joseph G. Gavin, 
Patrick A. Leonard 
’06, James B. “Bo” 
Williams ’08, John N. 
Stewart ’06, George 
C. Williams ’06, John 
M. Cheever IV ’08, 
Edward B. Hourigan 
’05, Theodore S. 
Eismeier ’08, Colin 
J. MacLauchlan 
’08, Christopher E. 
Arnold ’08, Maggie 
Kempner ’08 and 
Victor T. Lamond 
’08 and Kathryn 
M. Tumen ’08. The 
couple honeymooned 
in Vietnam. Lauren 
Z. Steele and John 
W. Steele IV reside 
in Eureka, California, 
with their son, Ansel. 
Their dog, Bailey, “from 
Kenyon years, is still 
kickin’ it,” she reports, 
“although he is now deaf 
as a doorknob.” Lauren 
is a pediatrician at a 
community health clinic, 
and John is a professor 
of cellular and molecular 
biology at Humboldt 
State University. “The 
redwoods up here are 
56  |   KENYON ALUMNI MAGAZINE
Bulletin Class Notes
beautiful,” Lauren adds, 
“and the rural location 
feels a lot like Gambier!” 
2008
Thomas Dickson, 
Soquel, California, and 
Brian H. Dow climbed 
Mount Kilimanjaro last 
year. While scaling the 
mountain, T.D. reports, 
Brian thought of a 
new kind of Keep Cup, 
whose design pattern 
he promised to unveil 
this year. Suzannah 
K. Rosenberg 
and Andrew A. 
Cunningham, 
Philadelphia, wel-
comed a son, Henry, 
in July. Andrew is a 
writer and editor for 
The Wirecutter, and 
Suzannah is a social 
worker at Jewish Family 
Services. “We enjoy 
seeing our East Coast 
Kenyon family when-
ever we can,” she adds. 
2009
Jennifer L. Howard 
returned to Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, 
to finish her doctorate 
after a summer in 
Washington, D.C., writ-
ing science news stories 
for National Geographic. 
She was awarded an 
American Association 
for the Advancement 
of Science Mass Media 
Fellowship. Jenny notes, 
“The fellowship places 
science and engineering 
graduate students at 
media outlets across the 
nation to improve their 
ability to communicate 
complex science topics 
for a general audience. 
I even interviewed 
William J. Joiner ’90 
for one of my stories!” 
Emily O. Prager and 
Daniel T. Prager are 
enjoying introducing 
their new baby daughter, 
Abigail, to Minneapolis. 
Emily is a school psy-
chologist, and Daniel 
is a management and 
technology consultant 
at Slalom consulting. 
2010s
2010
Theresa C. Hardcastle 
married Anthony 
Mantegani last August in 
western Massachusetts. 
Attending were 
Katherine A. Guerard, 
Monica L. VandenBerg, 
Janae A. Peters, 
Ninah de Ruijter Van 
Steveninck and Elaine 
C. Dicicco. Tess sums 
up: “It was wonderful to 
be able to share the day 
with so many friends 
and classmates and 
bring a bit of Gambier 
to the Berkshires.” 
Alexandra C. Shaeffer 
updates: “Hello every-
one! I have been living 
in Astana, Kazakhstan, 
since August 2018. I am 
an assistant professor of 
French and linguistics at 
Nazarbayev University, 
a partner university 
with the University of 
Wisconsin. My spouse 
and I plan to move to 
Europe within the next 
two years.” Pratima R. 
Shanbhag and Robert 
D. “Derek” Barbato ’13 
delightedly announce 
the arrival of son Aden 
— “an absolute dream 
come true,” Pratima 
writes. “After I complete 
my fellowship this fall, 
I am happy to say I will 
be staying on as an 
attending physician at 
Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital.” Natalie E. 
West works for the 
World Food Programme 
and, after three years 
at headquarters in 
Rome, has relocated 
to Niamey, Niger. “I’m 
really happy to be in 
the field and working in 
French full-time,” she 
reports. “I work on anal-
ysis of economic access 
to nutritious foods, and 
I’m learning tons about 
markets, agriculture and 
resilience programming 
in the Sahel. Along with 
Niger, I lead analyses in 
Mali and Mauritania.”
2011
Julia R. Billings 
married Nicholas A.C. 
Kessler in August in 
Bath, Maine. Julia and 
Nick, West Lebanon, 
New Hampshire, report 
that they were happily 
surrounded by Kenyon 
family from classes 
’05 to ’15. Lauren M. 
Brady Crook, Hanover, 
Massachusetts, is a 
PICU nurse at Boston 
Children’s Hospital. 
“Besides my rotating 
schedules and home 
fixer-upper projects,” 
she updates, “I’ve been 
inspired by so many 
of our classmates to 
travel more. Checked 
Germany, Austria, Czech 
Republic and Malta off 
my bucket list. I run 
with my two dogs, but 
neither are as impressive 
as V-Dogg (Victoria 
Lederer ’11).” Laura 
A. Paul completed her 
doctorate in agricultural 
and resource econom-
ics at the University of 
California, Davis, and 
began a postdoctoral 
research fellowship in the 
Center for Experimental 
and Applied Economics 
at the University of 
Delaware. “I had a fabu-
lous time at the wedding 




Galloway married Arlen 
S. Galloway ’06 on May 
11, 2019, in Richmond, 
Virginia. Sharing the 
day were bridesmaids 
Amelia D. McClure 
Dunbar, Elizabeth R. 
Jacobs O’Connor, Ciara 
C. Sanchez and Leanna 
D. Burckley Watt, 
opposite groomsmen 
Adam C. Exline ’01, 
Matthew A. Formato 
IV ’06, Christopher 
M. Matthews ’07 and 
Daniel W. Troutman ’06. 
Many more Kenyonites 
attended, Kate reports. 
She recently joined 
Verrill Dana LLP as an 
associate in the private 
clients and fiduciary 
services group. Arlen is 
in his seventh season as 
head men’s basketball 
coach at Wentworth 
Institute of Technology. 
With their bulldog, 
Bailey, the couple reside 
in Boston. Kelly A. 
Heilman defended her 
doctorate on long-term 
environmental changes 
to Midwestern savan-
nas and forests, then 
relocated from South 
Bend, Indiana, to Tucson  
for a research postdoc at 
the University of Arizona. 
“I am really enjoying 
running and hiking the 
desert and sky island 
trails,” Kelly updates. 
Elizabeth R. Jacobs 
“Much to my chagrin, I still sleep 
on a twin XL bed.” 
— Miriam J. (Mia) Fox ’19,  
on living and working at the BFEC as a post-baccalaureate fellow







I read "A Tree 
Grows in Brook-
lyn" in late ele-
mentary school, 
and while I was 
probably entire-
ly too young to 
be reading that, 
it was definite-
ly my gateway 
into serious 
literature and it 
showed me that 
lots of people 
grow up in all 
sorts of ways. 
I grew up in a 
very sheltered, 
suburban life-




that was really 
powerful for me 
to understand. 
To this day, that 
book holds a 
special place in 
my heart.
— Katie Weber ’10
SEATTLE
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O’Connor married Ryan 
P. O’Connor ’11 on 
Aug. 25 “in a ceremony 
officiated by our siblings 
under the northern 
California redwoods,” 
she writes. “We were 
surrounded by Kenyon 
friends and family across 
generations, from my 
mom Julie S. Jacobs 
’78 to Ryan’s younger 
brother Alexander J. 
O’Connor ’17. It was the 
best day!” Nicolyn V. 
Woodcock completed 
her doctorate at Miami 
University and took a 
position as a visiting 
assistant professor of 
multiethnic American 
literature at Colorado 
College in Colorado 
Springs. In between, 
she spent last summer 
in Gambier teaching 
writing in the humanities 
as part of the KEEP 
Scholars program. That 
meant “opportunities 
to catch up with a lot of 
wonderful Kenyon folks, 
including L. Michelle 
Dunavant, Hope K. 
Boyd, Tristan J. Neviska 
’13 and Jaqueline 
Neri Arias ’13.” 
2013
William E. Braff 
returned to his home-
town, Cincinnati, 
“primarily for the chili,” 
he writes, “but also to 
start a judicial clerkship.” 
Billy recommends to 
any graduate stu-
dents the program he 
participated in last year 
called the Fellowship at 
Auschwitz for the Study 
of Professional Ethics: 
“Traveling with an inter-
disciplinary group over a 
three-week trip to Berlin 
and Krakow, I studied 
the breakdown of the 
German legal system 
and civil society during 
the Holocaust. Also, 
I published an article 
with the Ohio State Law 
Journal discussing the 
relationship between 
judicial citations of litera-
ture and natural rights. It 
was a relief to finally put 
my liberal arts education 
to use!” Wyn C. Evans, 
Chicago, updates on 
what a “joy to work with 
kids” it’s been at the day-
care center job he’s had 
for three years, “knowing 
that the love, acceptance 
and kindness I provide 
them is setting the stage 
for their happiness and 
flourishing later in life.” 
He still performs improv 
comedy with his teams 
BlackCat and Rainstick 
and hosts an experi-
mental podcast called 
Wynprovisation. More 
of his comedy, music 
and blogging “about 
spiritual awakening and 
the end of suffering” are 
at wynevans.com. Stella 
A. Naulo, Richmond, 
Virginia, serves as web-
site committee chair for 
the Virginia Association 
of Law Libraries. She 
“lives in the capital of the 
Confederacy, moonlights 
as a stand-up comedian 
and campaigns for 
social justice through 
satire,” she informs. “My 
goldendoodle, Eddie 
Allen Poe, turned 2 and 
got the gift of a lifetime 
— his very own backyard 
(and house) downtown, 
minutes away from 
the Edgar Allen Poe 
Museum!” Lauren H. 
Schick O’Connell was 
married in March 2019. 
Attending were Laura 
C. McHenry, Kendra J. 
Lechtenberg, Ryan J. 
Eick, Noah S.G. Detzer 
and Nicholas W. Lehn. 
Lauren and Dan moved 
into their new home in 
Washington, D.C., and 
she began a new job in 





her year on a refugee 
resettlement project with 
AmeriCorps in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, then 
moved to Tampa, where 
she began a master’s in 
applied anthropology 
at the University of 
South Florida. Currently, 
Brandy’s writing a policy 
brief on denial of K-12 
education to refugees, 
she writes. “To pay for 
food I work at Florida’s 
“I moonlight as a stand-up  
comedian and campaign for  
social justice through satire.”
— Stella A. Naulo ’13
NEW RELEASES 
A sampling of recently published books by members of the Kenyon family
George M. Callaghan 
’64, “Domino Run: A 
Novel” 
Wesley Davies ’17 
(illustrator), and Dia L. 
Michels (author), “This 
is How I Grow”
Matty Davis ’12 and 
Ben Gould, “Carriage”
Michael C. Davis ’75, 
“Prodigal”
Leonard Felder 
’75, “We See It So 
Differently: Creative 
Ways for Jews to 
Make Peace When 
Family Members or 
Colleagues Disagree 
About Religion, 
Politics, and Other 
Issues” 
Kelly Fordon ’89, 
“I Have the Answer: 
Stories”
Karen Friedland 
’85, “Places That Are 
Gone”
Anara Guard ’78, 
“Hand on My Heart: 
Poems”
Jen Hedler Phillis 
’01, “Poems of the 
American Empire: The 
Lyric Form in the Long 
Twentieth Century”
 
Ann Hostetler ’76, 
“Safehold: Poems” 
Thomas J. Lappas 
’96, “In League 
Against King Alcohol: 
Native American 




Eric D. Lehman ’94, 
“New England at 400: 
From Plymouth Rock 
to the Present Day”
Anthony Lo Bello ’69, 
“Origins of Catholic 
Words: A Discursive 
Dictionary” 
Tamsin Smith ’88, 
“Between First & 
Second Sleep”
Robert A. Strong 
’70, “Character and 
Consequence: Foreign 
Policy Decisions of 
George H. W. Bush”
>Discover more featured books on page 39.
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health department to 
connect the commu-
nity to much-needed 
resources like housing, 
food and mental and 
physical health providers. 
I love it all!” Michael 
L. Burten, Amherst, 
Massachusetts, married 
his longtime partner 
in November. “Out of 
a 16-person wedding 
party (oy!),” he writes, 
“four groomspeople 
and three bridesfolk are 
members of the Class 
of 2014.” Olivia L. Sabik 
completed her doctorate 
in biochemistry and 
molecular genetics at 
the University of Virginia 
and moved to Boston, 
where she works for a 
biotech startup. She’s 
also “playing Frisbee and 
exploring with once-
again roommate Molly 
R. McCleary and once-
again teammate Tracy 
M. Curtin!”
2015
Edgar F. Arceo, in the 
company of Andrew L. 
Parmelee ’14, road-
tripped last summer 
from California to 
Massachusetts, visiting 
along the way Samuel 
A. Justice, Lewis C. 
Williams Gray ’14 and 
Lindsey E. Corbett ’14. 
“Naturally,” he reports, 
“a pit stop in Gambier 
was in order. Highlights 
included a Kokosing Gap 
Trail run, staying with 
Professor Johnson and 
her lovely family, as well 
as seeing Fred Linger, 
Professors Rhodes and 
Murnen, and ‘D-Kitty,’ 
who is officially taller and 
smarter than me.” Edgar 
is a language teacher at 
Deerfield Academy in 
western Massachusetts. 
Maria Julieta Guzman 
now goes by her middle 
name and “is finally 
beginning to under-
stand how to bring 
together her passion 
for languages with that 
of serving displaced 
people.” After working in 
Washington, D.C., she is 
now pursuing a master’s 
in applied linguistics with 
a focus on second/addi-
tional language acqui-
sition at the University 
of Oxford. Michelle C. 
Schulte teaches English 
as a Fulbright English 
teaching assistant in 
Ukhta, Russia. “Super-
excited to be here and 
so grateful to everyone 
at Kenyon who helped 
me lay the groundwork 
which would eventually 
make this possible — 
especially to Natalia 
Olshanskaya, whose 
strength and unfailing 
love and support for 
her students changed 
my life so dramatically 
for the better.” Hannah 
F.L. Cooper Stoyel has 
lived in London, U.K.. for 
five years and updates: 
“Alexander E. Stoyel 
’08 and I are enjoying 
our first year of married 
life. I started my second 
year of my doctoral 
studies and also work as 
a sports psychologist in 
private practice, and for 
England swimming and 
Women’s Super League 
(professional soc-
cer).” Henry E. Upton 
married Katherine 
V. Markey ’16 in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, on Aug. 
17 — “just shy of seven 
years after they first 
met on Peirce Lawn,” he 
writes. “Best man Kyle 
R. Aaronson delivered 
a chef’s kiss of a speech 
that predictably left all 
friends and relatives 
with permanent scars.”
2016
Sarah K. (Ash) Fariash 
reports three major 
transitions: graduat-
ing from grad school, 
getting married and 
starting a new job as 
a hospital chaplain at 
the UCSF Children’s 
Hospital in San 
Francisco. “Honestly, 
it’s incredible,” Sarah 
explains, “that as an 
introvert I survived all 
this extrovert activity 
and am able to write 
this note at all.” Adam 
G. Marjai updates: 
“I searched for my 
passion for years after 
graduation, and I think 
I finally found it. I’ve 
been working as a UX/
UI designer since 2018 
in Budapest, Hungary, 
and I love it. Studying in 
a liberal arts school was 
a great preparation for 
what I do today in UX/
UI, a multidisciplinary 
field combining arts, 
computer science, busi-
ness and psychology.” 
Katherine V. Markey 
married Henry E. 
Upton ’15 (see above): 
“So many wonderful 
Kenyon friends present, 
including enough 
Chamber Singers to 
form a mini-choir,” Kate 
writes. “Also, this sum-
mer marked Aislinn R. 
McKeown’s move to 
Ann Arbor, successfully 
fulfilling our dream of 
reuniting post-grad! We 
now spend 100 percent 
of our time together 
plotting ways to get 
more Kenyon friends to 
move here.” Alexander 
S. McQuiston is a 
fourth-year doctoral stu-
dent in the department 
of biochemistry and 
molecular biology at 
the Medical University 
of South Carolina in 
Charleston. He studies 
how pre-existing 
autoimmune diseases 
affect lung transplant 
rejection. Alec lives with 
Alexander R. Oles, 
who is in the same 
department and studies 
molecular mechanisms 
behind a rare and deadly 
childhood cancer called 
rhabdomyosarcoma. 
2017
Gabriel M. Avis, 
Concord, New 
Hampshire, is in his 
second year as a teach-
ing fellow at St. Paul’s 
School while completing 
his master’s in educa-
tion at the University 
of Pennsylvania. Gabe 
enjoyed fall in New 
England with his new 
furry companion, 
Wiggins (named after 
the famous street). 
Katherine L. Connolly, 
Portland, Oregon, started 
her service term with 
AmeriCorps at Cascadia 
Behavioral Healthcare, 
providing youth mental 
health first-aid training. 
She happily lives with 
roommate and best 
friend Megan E. Otto 
and is “more determined 
than ever to continue the 
mental health advocacy 
she began in college,” 
she reports. Pankti V. 
Dalai completed her 
master’s in education 
and works alongside 
Gabriel M. Avis at St. 
Paul’s School, now as a 
full-time teacher in the 
math department. She 
and Gabe “have a great 
time going to Trader 
Joe’s and exploring 
the downtown farmers 
market to eat cider 
doughnuts,” she reports. 
Eleanor J.B. Lopatto 
enrolled in the master’s 
program for Eurasian, 
Russian and East 
European Studies at 
Georgetown University’s 
“Best man Kyle R. Aaronson ’15 
delivered a chef’s kiss of a speech.” 
 
— Henry E. Upton '15 on his August wedding to Katherine V. Markey ’16
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School of Foreign 
Service. She and Ian S. 
Edwards are pleased to 
announce their recent 
adoption of two kittens. 
2018
Julia N. Josowitz 
started her first year in 
the physician assistant 
program at Stanford 
School of Medicine. 
“Having a bit of culture 
shock moving to 
California after five years 
in the Midwest,” she 
reports, “but I cannot 
complain about the 
weather or the proximity 
to Trader Joe’s. Cadaver 
lab has been a bit of an 
emotional challenge, to 
say the least, but anyone 
who was in my freshman 
year biology lab and 
remembers how I cried 
during the rat dissection 
would be very proud of 
my progress.” Charlotte 
B. Lee shares her excite-
ment that freelance work 
doing makeup for film 
and music video has 
led her to a job in the 
production department 
at the Juilliard School in 
New York City. She builds 
wigs, does theatrical 
makeup and runs shows 
for the undergrad and 
grad conservatory 
students in both theater 
and opera. “I recently 
built an entire beard for 
‘Cosi Fan Tutte,’” she 
writes. “After my time at 
Juilliard I hope to pursue 
work on Broadway as 
well as continuing my 
work in film.” Juliette S. 
Moffroid taught garden-
ing and cooking to New 
York City elementary 
school kids for a year, 
but now has “turned 
tail and run” to Basalt, 
Colorado, a 2,700-per-
son town in the Rocky 
Mountains. “I share a 
bedroom with five other 
ladies,” she updates. 
“My day and night job is 
leading high schoolers 
on 18-day backpacking 
trips and teaching them 
about poetry. A little 
different than the Bronx 
and Manhattan, but it’s 
working for me!”
2019
Kaylin R. Allshouse 
worked her 10th 
summer as a camp 
teacher at the Columbus 
Center of Science and 
Industry before taking 
a position at the Ohio 
State University as an 
assistant director of 
leadership annual giving. 
She’s fundraising for 
the Colleges of Public 
Health, Optometry and 
Veterinary Medicine, 
which involves lots of 
travel and meeting 
donors around the 
country. Also since grad-
uation she’s worked on 
several film productions, 
including a web series 
directed by William O. 
Nichol, and a production 
surrounding substance 
abuse recovery that 
filmed in Mount Vernon. 
Taaj-Udeen Y. Davis 
started a two-year pro-
gram as a Kenan-Lewis 
Fellow at Woodberry 
Forest School in central 
Virginia. He teaches two 
sections of 10th-grade 
U.S. history and coaches 
football and lacrosse. 
“I am already putting 
my Kenyon knowledge 
to use,” Taaj writes, “as 
the final piece of the 
Kenan-Lewis program 
is my coursework 
from the University of 
Virginia’s Curry School 
of Education, which goes 
toward my master’s 
in curriculum and 
instruction. The learning 
never stops!” Miriam J. 
“Mia” Fox, Leetsdale, 
Pennsylvania, has been 
living and working 
at the Brown Family 
Environmental Center 
as its post-baccalaure-
ate fellow. “Much to my 
chagrin, I still sleep on a 
twin XL bed; much to my 
delight, I have the best 
job in the world.” Taylor 
A. Hazan has been 
spending what one of her 
new co-workers called 
“the freshman year 
of life” in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, as 
a Newman’s Own 
Foundation Fellow at 
RefugePoint, a non-
profit advancing lasting 
solutions for vulnerable 
refugees. “I’ve been 
getting shout-outs fairly 
often when I wear my 
Kenyon singlet to run,” 
Taylor notes, “so I’m 
sending some spirit 
your way! I am honored 
to serve the Class of 
2019 on the Alumni 
Council, so please do 
feel free to reach out 
with any questions or 
suggestions.” Hannah E. 
Orbach-Mandel moved 
to Indianapolis and 
works for the NCAA as 
part of its post-graduate 
internship program. “My 
position is in adminis-
trative services,” she 
informs, “so I get to 
rotate through internal 
audit, HR, champion-
ships finance, operations 
and finance. I’ve also 
started swimming again 
with a master’s team 
in Indianapolis, which 
I love!” Schuyler S. 
Stupica has been work-
ing as a technical and 
legal writing specialist 
at an immigration law 
firm in Pittsburgh. “I 
draft recommendation 
letters, petition letters, 
employment letters and 
first author contribution 
letters for immigrants 
seeking EB-1 visas and 
EB-2 national interest 
waivers in the United 
States,” she explains. 
“The job involves 
synthesizing research 
summaries, implemen-
tation evidence, and 
publication and citation 
records to demonstrate 
the substantial merit 
and national importance 
of clients’ research and 
to argue in favor of the 
national benefits of their 
continued employment 
in the U.S. It’s chal-
lenging work, but I feel 
grateful to be able to 
advocate for immigrants 
on a daily basis during 
this political climate.”
We know many  
families are facing 
financial hardship due  
to the COVID-19 crisis.
The College remains firm in its commitment to meet 100% of a 
family's demonstrated financial need all four years — even if that 
need increases. We expect that for many this year, it will. 
Giving to the Kenyon Fund is the easiest way to help Kenyon 
students today and support financial aid. 
Visit gift.kenyon.edu to make your gift today.






The Office of 
Alumni and Parent 
Engagement intro-
duced a new virtual 
series with multiple 
ways for alumni 
to stay connected 
to the College and 
each other, called 
Kenyon from Your 
Couch. Visit kenyon.
edu/alumnievents 




Town Hall with 
President Decatur
SEPT. 3, 4 P.M. EST 
Join President Decatur 
to learn about a fall 
semester with social 
distancing and other 
College updates, with 
an opportunity to  
ask questions.
Join the  
Kenyon Alumni 
Book Club
The book lovers at the 
Kenyon Review and 
the Office of Alumni 
Engagement have 
joined forces to create 
an online forum just for 
Kenyon readers. A new 
selection will be cho-
sen every few months 
by vote, and then 
participants will share 
reactions, thoughts, 
critiques and insights 
online in a moderated 
discussion forum. The 
current selection is  
"Circe: A Novel" by 
Madeline Miller. 
Sign up today at  
bookclub.kenyon.edu 
and start reading.
Zooming in to Reunions 
Virtual celebrations keep Kenyon alumni connected
Many classes in reunion years gathered  
virtually this spring, as did a handful  
of Kenyon athletic teams.
President Sean Decatur hosted the first in a series of Zoom alumni town halls 
in May, from the comfort of his Cromwell Cottage office. (College presidents, 
they’re just like us!)
For the football team, the virtual reunion held in late May (see screen capture 
above) was a bookend to a noteworthy season in which the team, under new Head 
Coach James Rosenbury, finished 3-7, its best record since the 2016-17 season. 
When the season began in September, Rosenbury received an enthusiastic 
welcome to the Kenyon family at a packed all-ages tailgate, hosted by David Rose 
’81 at Catholic University in Washington, D.C. Hundreds of alumni, students and 
prospective families turned out to celebrate Kenyon and its football program. It’s 
hard not to think that combined enthusiasm played a role in the nailbiter that 
followed, which the Lords won 32-31 in double overtime.
So while it would have been nice for the team and football alumni to gather 
this spring in person, instead they showed that the bonds of Kenyon football 
remain strong, even across the distance of computer screens.
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Philip T. Doughten ’43, on July 26, 
2019. A resident of New Philadelphia, Ohio,  
he was 98. 
Phil was born in Hubbard, Ohio, where he 
graduated from Hubbard High School. At Kenyon, 
he majored in biology, played varsity baseball and 
football, and joined Sigma Pi fraternity. 
After graduating from medical school at 
Western Reserve University, Phil served in the 
U.S. Air Force as a flight surgeon in San Antonio, 
Texas. He then moved to New Philadelphia, 
where he opened his medical practice in 
1951. Coroner of Tuscarawas County for 42 
years, he also served as president of both the 
Ohio chapter and the National Association 
of Coroners and Medical Examiners. 
Phil’s multifaceted medical career included 
delivering more than a thousand babies, serving 
as an anesthesiologist at Union Hospital in nearby 
Dover, Ohio, and covering Union’s emergency 
room. He also made many house calls during his 
long career as a family practitioner.
An active and devoted alumnus, Phil was a for-
mer career-counseling volunteer, class agent and 
reunion planner. He was also a former member of 
the College’s Medical Advisory Board. 
Davy H. McCall ’44, on Dec. 1, 2019. 
Ninety-seven, he had been living in Chestertown, 
Maryland.
Davy grew up in Cleveland and entered Kenyon 
as a sophomore. He majored in economics, joined 
the staff of the Collegian and graduated magna 
cum laude. 
Much later, he recalled in an interview the news 
of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, describ-
ing a campus rally and bonfire and the emptying 
out of the campus the following day as students 
enlisted. He was called up from the U.S. Army 
Reserves in late 1942 and assigned clerical duties 
because of poor eyesight — until the Army noted 
Davy’s 12 years of studying French. He was then 
assigned to language school at the University 
of Chicago, where he studied Chinese for two 
years. He served as a Mandarin translator during 
the occupation of Japan for the Allied Translator 
Interpreter Service.
He earned a master’s degree and a doctorate in 
Chinese economics from Harvard University and 
taught briefly at Western Reserve before becom-
ing an economist for the U.S. Department of State, 
the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(in Phnom Penh, Cambodia) and the World Bank. 
After retirement from the government in 1984, he 
moved to Chestertown, where he taught econom-
ics at Washington College until 1999. 
A longtime activist in the areas of housing and 
poverty, Davy also became a prominent historic 
preservationist and antiques collector. He served 
as chairman of the Chestertown Low Income 
Housing Fund from 1986 to 1991 and the Episcopal 
Diocese’s Low Income Housing Task Force from 
1986 to 1988. In addition, he was a past chairman 
of the Chestertown and Kent County Historic 
District Commissions and a former board member 
of Preservation Maryland. 
David P. Harris ’46, on Aug. 19, 2019. He 
was 94 and a resident of Washington, D.C.
A native of Lakewood, Ohio, he majored in 
English at Kenyon, edited the Collegian, played 
varsity tennis, joined Phi Kappa Sigma frater-
nity and graduated cum laude. In addition, he 
led efforts to reinvigorate Philomathesian, the 
College’s historic literary society.
Dave earned a doctorate in linguistics from 
the University of Michigan before joining the 
Educational Testing Service in Princeton, New 
Jersey. He then taught at the University of Florida 
and as a Fulbright Fellow at the University of 
Athens but spent the majority of his academic 
career at Georgetown University, from which he 
retired as professor emeritus of linguistics and 
had served as associate dean of the School of 
Languages and Linguistics.
Dave was the first director of the American 
Language Institute (now the English Language 
Center) at Georgetown and the first president  
of the Association of Teachers of English as a 
Second Language. He was heavily involved in  
the creation of the original Test of English as a 
Foreign Language.
 
James A. Metz Jr. ’47, on Aug. 5, 2019. A 
resident of Joplin, Missouri, he was 92.
Jim was born in Kansas City, Kansas, and raised 
in Erie, Pennsylvania. He majored in history at 
Kenyon, played varsity baseball and tennis, and 
joined Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity.
In 1948, Jim went to work for the Gas Service 
Co., serving as an accountant, chief clerk and 
office manager. After managing the utility’s 
offices in Warrensburg, Missouri, and later Beloit, 
Kansas, he transferred in 1959 to Joplin, where he 
remained until his retirement in 1989. 
Jim was an active member of Joplin’s St.  
Philip’s Episcopal Church, where he served multi-
ple terms on the vestry. His volunteer activities 
for Kenyon included membership on a reunion- 
planning committee.
Henry J. Abraham ’48 H’72, on 
Feb. 26, 2020. He was 98 and a resident of 
Charlottesville, Virginia.
Born in Offenbach, Germany, in 1921, Hank 
came to the U.S. in 1937, followed by his par-
ents and younger brother in 1939, and settled 
in Pittsburgh. He attended Duquesne University 
before being inducted into the U.S. Army in 
February 1943. He studied in the Kenyon-hosted 
Army Specialized Training Program in French from 
August 1943 to March 1944 and subsequently 
served as an intelligence officer and personnel 
administrator in Europe.
Hank entered the College in the summer of 
1946, following his discharge from the Army. He 
majored in political science and graduated summa 
cum laude as class valedictorian and a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa. 
Hank went on to graduate study, first at 
Columbia University, where he earned a 
master’s degree in 1949, and then at the 
University of Pennsylvania, where he took his 
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doctorate in 1952. His teaching career began 
at the University of Pennsylvania, where he 
became a full professor in 1962, and then took 
him to the University of Virginia, where he 
served from 1972 until his retirement in 2007 
as James Hart Professor of Politics Emeritus.
In 1972, Hank was awarded an honorary doctor-
ate by Kenyon, recognizing both his outstanding 
record of scholarship and his skills as a teacher 
and mentor. He was twice elected to an alumni 
trusteeship at the College, in 1987 and 1990. He 
had earlier served on the Parents Advisory Council 
from 1977 to 1979 and as a member of Alumni 
Council from 1984 to 1987. He was also the inspi-
ration for the recently launched Henry J. Abraham 
Society honoring consecutive years of giving to 
the College, a tradition Abraham himself began in 
1955 and continued until his death.
Hank is survived by two sons, Philip F. 
Abraham ’79 and Peter D. Abraham ’84. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Kenyon, 
forward.kenyon.edu/ways-to-give.
George H. Hays Jr. ’48, on July 19, 2019. 
A resident of Mentor-on-the-Lake, Ohio, he was 93.
George was born in Cleveland and attended 
school in Woodstock, Illinois, but due to a 
life-threatening illness and an extended recovery 
period (the first of several in his life), he never 
graduated from high school. The second of his 
“nine lives” began when, on the strength of a letter 
from his former headmaster, he entered Kenyon, 
where he majored in political science and joined 
the Middle Kenyon Association. 
Following graduation, George enrolled in 
graduate studies at the New School for Social 
Research, in New York City, and began his 
investment career. After four years there, he 
returned to Cleveland to work for Bache and Co. 
but soon purchased the city’s oldest brokerage 
firm, Will S. Halle and Co., which he ran for 25 
years. Although he also worked for Cowan and 
Co. and A.G. Edwards, he left the brokerage 
business in 2002 to become a money manager 
with Winfield Associates Inc., where he con-
sulted until his passing. 
George's lifelong passion for sailing was 
reflected in his nearly 70 years of membership in 
the Mentor Harbor Yachting Club, which he served 
as commodore. He was also an avid photographer 
and developer, leaving behind “tens of thousands 
of slides, currently stored in the basement.” 
In addition to supporting organizations that 
served both the business and nonprofit communi-
ties in Cleveland, he volunteered for the College as 
a career counselor. 
George is survived by three children, including 
Peter Berner-Hays ’79. 
Stewart E. Perry ’48, on Aug. 7, 2019. He 
was 91 and a resident of Sammamish, Washington.
Born in Paris, France, to American parents, 
Stew graduated from high school in Arden, North 
Carolina. At Kenyon, he majored in political 
science, worked on the staff of the Collegian and 
joined Psi Upsilon fraternity. 
Stew earned a doctorate at Harvard University 
and embarked on a wide-ranging career as a social 
scientist. He worked primarily in Washington, 
D.C.; San Francisco; Cambridge, Massachusetts; 
and Sydney, Nova Scotia. In 1967, he joined U.S. 
President Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty 
to design programs of support for low-income 
community organizations. From that time onward, 
he consulted with those organizations on their 
business, housing and social projects. 
He was the author of a seminal work in the 
then-new field of community economic develop-
ment, “Communities on the Way.” He was co-writ-
ing a book with Rankin MacSween at the time of 
his death, entitled “Encountering a Culture:  
The Story of New Dawn Enterprises,” to be pub-
lished posthumously. 
Stew is survived by his brother John O. 
Perry ’49. 
Willis S. Hough ’49, on Jan. 27, 2020. He 
was 91 and a resident of Dunnellon, Florida.
A native of Springfield, Massachusetts, Willis 
majored in economics at Kenyon, played varsity 
golf and lacrosse, and joined Beta Theta Pi frater-
nity. He earned an MBA at the Babson Institute 
(now Babson College). His 39-year career in busi-
ness was spent as an actuarial analyst at Mass 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
Willis and his wife, Sara “Sally” Doane Hough, 
raised their family in Wilbraham and Ipswich, 
Massachusetts, and moved to Dunnellon in retire-
ment. An avid fly-fisherman, golfer and gardener, 
Willis was also active in Junior Achievement, the 
Masons and Meals on Wheels. 
  
Robert F. Koke ’50, on April 11, 2019.  
A resident of Indian Harbour Beach, Florida, he 
was 96.
Born in Washington, D.C., he grew up in 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio. During World War II, he 
served in the U.S. Naval Air Corps as a fighter 
pilot and an airborne-radar and night-fighter 
instructor. At Kenyon, he majored in English, won 
election to the presidency of Student Council, 
and joined and served as president of Phi Kappa 
Sigma fraternity.
Bob earned an MBA at New York University and 
became a certified public accountant. His career 
in business included positions as an auditor with 
the accounting firm of Coopers and Lybrand; 
assistant treasurer of Gruen Industries; president 
and treasurer of the Eastdil Corp., a real-estate 
investment banking pioneer; vice president, 
treasurer and secretary of GTA, Inc., a solid-waste 
management operation; and vice president of 
Maiden Lane Leasing Corp.
While Bob and his family spent many years 
in Wilmington, Delaware, he and his wife, Jane 
Lindsay Koke, moved to Indian Harbour Beach 
in retirement. Bob volunteered for the College 
over the years in career-counseling and fund-
raising roles. 
Bob is survived by daughter Barbara Koke 
Ten Broeck ’79 and granddaughter Jeanine Ten 
Broeck ’03. 
< GEORGE H. HAYS 
JR.’48
George 
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Howard J. Dunteman ’52,  
on Oct. 1, 2019. He was 89 and a native and resi-
dent of Cincinnati.
Howard majored in philosophy at Kenyon, joined 
Middle Kenyon Association and graduated magna 
cum laude, with highest departmental honors and 
election to Phi Beta Kappa.
Howard served in the U.S. Army with the 224th 
Infantry Regiment of the 40th Division during the 
Korean War. He later earned a bachelor's degree 
in commerce from the University of Cincinnati’s 
Evening College. He was a 22-year employee of the 
King Bag and Manufacturing Co.
Howard was a past president of the Cincinnati 
Astronomical Society and a member of the Carson 
Masonic Lodge.
Paul C. Spehr ’52, on Dec. 20, 2019. He 
was 88 and a resident of Washington, D.C.
Born in Arcata, California, the son of an 
Episcopal minister, Paul grew up moving from 
town to town as his father accepted calls from new 
congregations. At Kenyon, he majored in history, 
served on the staff of the Collegian and joined the 
Sigma Pi fraternity.
Paul moved to Washington, D.C., after gradua-
tion to pursue graduate studies. He took a job at 
the Library of Congress, where his work led to a 
lifelong passion for film history and preservation. 
He worked at the library from 1958 to 1993, retir-
ing as the acting chief of the Motion Picture and 
Recorded Sound Division. 
As the author of books and articles related to 
film history and archiving, Paul received many 
awards and accepted membership on several 
film-preservation boards. 
Miles C. Wilson ’52, on Dec. 24, 2019. He 
was 90 and a resident of Wexford, Pennsylvania.
A native of western Pennsylvania, Miles grew up 
in the Pittsburgh suburb of Sewickley. At Kenyon, 
he majored in Spanish, joined the Sigma Pi frater-
nity and served as president of his senior class.
Miles served in the U.S. Army in Mannheim, 
Germany. Back in Pennsylvania, he made his 
career with Reynolds Metals Co. He retired after 
more than 30 years in industrial sales.
In his early retirement, Miles and his wife, 
Barbara Kramer Wilson, enjoyed welcoming visi-
tors to their woodland home, offering hospitality 
and service on behalf of Frontiers International 
Travel. An avid gardener, he single-handedly 
planted tens of thousands of daffodils and other 
spring-blooming bulbs on his Wexford property 
despite physical limitations. 
"He was active in his home parish of St. 
Alphonsus Catholic Church for 48 years, receiv-
ing, with his wife, the Diocese of Pittsburgh’s 
‘Manifesting the Kingdom Award’ in 2011," an 
obituary noted.
Edward M. Ames Jr. ’53, on July 27, 
2019. A resident of Plainfield, Connecticut, he  
was 90.
Ed was born and raised in White Plains, New 
York, and served for two years in the U.S. Army 
before entering Kenyon, where he majored in 
English, served on the staff of the Collegian, 
played varsity baseball and freshman basketball, 
and joined Delta Tau Delta fraternity.
A few years after graduating, Ed continued 
his education at Syracuse and Johns Hopkins 
universities. 
Ed taught at the Berkshire School in 
Massachusetts, the Sterling School in Vermont 
and the Providence Country Day School in Rhode 
Island. At the last of these, he was the assistant 
headmaster for almost 20 years. He then served 
as headmaster at the Whitfield School in St. Louis 
until his retirement. 
A career-counseling volunteer for the College, 
Ed was also a former reunion planner and member 
of the Kenyon Athletic Association. 
Ed is survived by son Douglas A. Ames ’80 and 
his wife, Mary Melber Ames ’80.
David Cummings ’55, on Jan. 13, 
2020. He was 87 and a resident of Westport, 
Massachusetts.
A native of Fall River, Massachusetts, David 
majored in political science, played varsity 
lacrosse and football, and joined Alpha Delta Phi 
fraternity while at Kenyon.
David joined the U.S. Air Force after gradu-
ation and then made his career in banking. He 
retired from Bank of Boston, where he was a vice 
president.
David is survived by daughter Margaret 
Cummings McLaughlin ’88 and was preceded in 
death by brother Richard Cummings ’52.
 
J. Wilson Ferguson ’55, on May 14, 
2019. A resident of Laporte, Pennsylvania, he  
was 85.
Wilson was a native of Muncy, Pennsylvania. 
He majored in history at Kenyon, where he played 
varsity soccer, joined the Archon Society and 
graduated summa cum laude. His prowess on 
the soccer field was recognized with three All-
Midwest certificates and All-America status in 
1952 and 1954.
After earning a master’s degree at Bryn Mawr 
College and a doctorate from Princeton University, 
Wilson joined the history faculty at Russell Sage 
College in Troy, New York. He taught there for 
26 years before retiring in 1994 to rural Laporte, 
where he remained an active community member.  
Wilson, whose soccer skills won him induction 
into the Kenyon Athletic Association Hall of Fame 
in 2002, was a certified and registered high-school 
soccer and volleyball referee in New York  
and Pennsylvania.
Robert A. First ’55, on Feb. 9, 2019. A resi-
dent of Harvard, Massachusetts, he was 85. 
Although Robert was born in Beverly, 
Massachusetts, he grew up in Kentucky. He 
was a biology major at Kenyon, a varsity foot-
ball and lacrosse player and a member of Beta 
Theta Pi fraternity.
Robert graduated cum laude and went on to 
Columbia University’s College of Physicians and 
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Surgeons, where he received his medical degree 
in 1959. He served his surgery internship and res-
idency at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital and then a 
three-year orthopedics residency with Children’s 
Hospital and Massachusetts General Hospital, all 
in Boston. 
A Vietnam veteran and Bronze Star recipient, 
Robert was a major in the U.S. Army Medical 
Corps from January 1968 to January 1970, serv-
ing in-country for a year with the 2nd MASH unit 
in Chu Lai. Following his honorable discharge, 
he returned to private practice at Orthopedic 
Affiliates Inc. in Concord, Massachusetts. 
Robert had served as chief of orthopedics at 
Concord’s Emerson Hospital and chairman of 
its surgery department. A fellow of the American 
Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons, he was a 
teaching fellow at Harvard Medical School from 
1965 to 1970 and at Tufts Medical School from 
1970 to 1999. 
Boulton D. Mohr ’55, on Dec. 25, 2019. 
He was 86 and a resident of Beaufort, South 
Carolina. 
Born in Philadelphia, Bo majored in political 
science at Kenyon, where he played varsity soccer 
and joined Delta Phi fraternity. 
Bo served for six years as an officer in the 
U.S. Navy after graduation and then joined the 
management staff of TV Guide Magazine. He was 
the publication’s regional manager in Atlanta for 
many years.
Moving to Beaufort in retirement, Bo volun-
teered for numerous community groups and 
served on the boards of Friends of Caroline 
Hospice and Historic Beaufort Foundation. He 
enjoyed cooking, growing camellias, listening to 
music and regular visits to the farmers market.
Bo also volunteered for his alma mater as a 
regional association officer and reunion plan-
ner. He was recognized by the College’s Alumni 
Council with a Distinguished Service Award  
in 1984. 
Gamber F. Tegtmeyer Jr. ’55, on 
Dec. 4, 2019. A resident of Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado, he was 86.
Gamber was a native of Milwaukee. He majored 
in biology at Kenyon, joined Psi Upsilon fraternity 
and graduated magna cum laude. After earning his 
medical degree at Columbia University’s College 
of Physicians and Surgeons in 1959, Gamber com-
pleted a residency in neurology at the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison. In 1962, he joined the U.S. 
Air Force, where he made lifelong friends before 
being honorably discharged in 1965.
Gamber became the first neurologist in private 
practice in Madison, Wisconsin, where he would 
spend his entire career. He served as chief of staff 
at Madison General Hospital and president of 
the Wisconsin Neurological Society, and helped 
administer oral neurology boards across the coun-
try. He retired from practice in 1995 but continued 
to support the medical needs of his community at 
the Benevolent Specialists Project, a free clinic in 
Middleton, Wisconsin. 
Gamber served on the board of the Madison 
Civic Music Association and supported American 
Players Theater from its earliest days. After his 
wife’s death in 2013, he moved to Steamboat 
Springs to be closer to family members and 
became active in the retirement community as a 
volunteer in the local schools and as a supporter 
of the local arts scene. 
 
Justin “Bud” Morgan Jr. ’56, on 
Sept. 10, 2019. He was 89 and a resident of 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 
The son of a New York State Supreme Court 
judge, Bud was born and raised in Buffalo, New 
York. He enlisted in the U.S. Army for service in the 
Korean War before attending Kenyon, where he 
majored in English and joined Phi Kappa  
Sigma fraternity.
Bud married Gretchen Graebner Morgan in 1957 
and started working in summer stock. By the mid 
1960s, he was involved in directing, producing and 
writing for television, which took him around the 
globe for decades. He won awards for his work in 
documentaries, sports programming and wildlife 
shows, including an Emmy for his production work 
on ESPN’s “Sports Century.” 
According to an obituary, Bud’s work took him 
“from doing a program on Leonardo da Vinci in 
Rome to filming polar bears in northern Canada. 
His many tales were always scintillating.”
Memorial contributions may be made to Kenyon 
at forward.kenyon.edu/ways-to-give.
W. Stanley Walch ’56, on Dec. 3, 2019. A 
resident of St. Louis, Missouri, and Boca Grande, 
Florida, he was 85.
Stan was born in Sedalia, Missouri. He majored 
in political science at Kenyon, played varsity  
football and lacrosse, joined Delta Tau Delta  
fraternity and graduated cum laude with depart-
mental honors.
After earning a law degree from the University 
of Michigan, where he served as associate editor 
of the Michigan Law Review, Stan practiced law 
for 60 years in St. Louis, beginning in 1959 as an 
associate at the Thompson & Mitchell law firm, 
now known as Thompson Coburn. He became a 
partner there in 1965 and served as managing 
partner from 1988 to 1990. His practice special-
ized in mergers and acquisitions, energy, maritime 
law and litigation, in which, according to an obitu-
ary, “he relished using his distinctive down-home 
style to win over judges and jurors.”
From 1969 to 1976, Stan served as general 
counsel for Chromalloy American, overseeing all 
legal and many business aspects of its acquisition 
of more than 75 companies. He also served as 
Chromalloy’s executive vice president and as a 
member of its board of directors and executive 
committee. But, as he explained to his family, his 
joy was in the courtroom not the boardroom, and 
in 1976 he rejoined Thompson Coburn, where he 
remained for the rest of his career.
Stan served on numerous boards and commit-
tees of church, charitable and civic groups. Later 
in life, he split his time between St. Louis and Boca 
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Grande, where, his family said, “he was able to 
continue his lifelong, inconsolable relationship 
with the game of golf.”
Stan is survived by his son, Charles M. Walch 
’88, and his brother, Theodore L. Walch ’63. 
Another brother, Charles F. Walch ’57, died in an 
airplane crash near Gambier in 1956.
Vernon P. (Woodward) Bliss ’57, 
on Jan. 21, 2020. He was 85 and a resident of 
Montague, Massachusetts. 
Born Vernon P. Woodward in Wyoming, Ohio, 
Woody enrolled at Cornell University to study 
chemical engineering. A change of academic 
focus led to his transferring to Kenyon, where he 
majored in philosophy.
Woody earned a divinity degree at General 
Theological Seminary in New York City. Ordained 
an Episcopal priest in 1960, he moved to 
Cincinnati and the Church of the Advent. 
In September 1961, Woody was part of a multi-
racial group of priests on a “prayer pilgrimage” to 
the American South when they were arrested in 
Jackson, Mississippi, for attempting to dine at a 
segregated lunch counter. The “freedom ride” was 
a prelude to a decade of civil rights and anti-Viet-
nam War activism, including his attendance at 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech 
during the 1963 March on Washington.
Woody spent a few years as vicar of St. George’s 
Episcopal Church in Chadwicks, New York, 
before turning from the ministry to education in 
1965 and teaching at Utica College of Syracuse 
University. He moved to Massachusetts in 1970, 
earned a doctorate in educational administra-
tion from Union Graduate School, and settled 
in Cambridge to work first as an education 
specialist and then as an organizational devel-
opment consultant to small nonprofits focused 
on the arts and environmental protection. 
At the turn of the century, Woody moved to 
western Massachusetts to marry again, with the 
new couple taking the last name of Bliss to honor a 
shared colonial ancestor. He and wife Sarah settled 
in Montague, where the family reported that Woody’s 
passions included “storytelling, building community 
of all kinds, contributing to the creation of food justice 
through service at the Center for Self-Reliance in 
Greenfield and researching family history.”
Richard C. Binzley ’59, on Sept. 24, 
2019. Eighty-two at the time of his death, he was a 
resident of Shaker Heights, Ohio.
Dick was born in New York City and raised 
upstate, graduating from Whitesboro High School 
in Marcy. He majored in psychology at Kenyon, 
played varsity golf and joined Delta Kappa  
Epsilon fraternity.
After graduation, Dick served on active duty in 
the U.S. Coast Guard and then moved to Cleveland 
to earn his law degree at Western Reserve 
University. He joined and worked his way up to 
partner at the firm of Thompson, Hine & Flory, 
where he was on staff for more than four decades. 
For many years, he also taught maritime law at the 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law and served in 
the Coast Guard Reserves, from which he retired 
with the rank of commander. 
Dick, who had a lifelong love of the water and 
boats, enjoyed sharing lore about the Great Lakes 
fleet with his family members and friends. He was 
also an avid pilot and golfer, an affectionate owner 
of cats and dogs, and a “doer of projects.” 
Dick is survived by his son Richard A.  
Binzley ’91.
C. Robert Henning ’61,  
on June 7, 2019. He was 81 and a resident of  
Santa Barbara, California. 
Robert, a graduate of St. Vincent de Paul 
High School in Mount Vernon, Ohio, attended 
Kenyon but graduated from Ohio State 
University. He earned master’s degrees from 
the University of California at Berkeley and 
Case Western Reserve University. He made his 
career in art museum curatorship and admin-
istration, retiring from the Santa Barbara 
Museum of Art as chief curator in 2003. 
Eric W. Gluesenkamp ’62, on Oct. 29, 
2019. A resident of Fallbrook, California, he was 79.
Eric was born and raised in Dayton, Ohio,  
where he graduated from Fairmont High School. 
He majored in biology at Kenyon, where he  
played varsity golf and joined Delta Kappa  
Epsilon fraternity. 
After graduating from the University of Missouri 
School of Medicine in 1966, Eric interned at 
Pontiac General Hospital in Michigan and then 
joined the U.S. Navy. From 1967 to 1969, he served 
as a captain in Vietnam with the I Corps, 27th 
Marines, 1st Marine Division. 
Eric returned stateside to take up a general-sur-
gery residency at Pontiac General, after which 
he established a private practice in Fallbrook. He 
provided family care, including obstetrics and 
surgery, from 1971 until his retirement in 2002. 
A family member remembers that Eric “took 
tremendous pride in his practice and the rela-
tionships he developed with his patients over 
the years. He was an avid reader and student of 
history. Those who knew him can verify that he 
was a fount of both interesting facts and humor-
ous non-truths.” 
Thomas G. Shroyer ’62, on Dec. 1, 2019. 
He was 79 and a resident of Shoreview, Minnesota. 
Tom grew up in central Ohio and graduated 
from Columbus Academy. He attended Kenyon 
before transferring to Ohio State University, 
where he earned his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees, and a doctorate in linguistics. He then 
taught at the University of Minnesota before he 
discovered his purpose in working as a counselor 
to those struggling with addiction. He served as 
a counselor and director at various rehabilitation 
programs throughout Minnesota for 40 years. 
John M. Rice ’63, on Nov. 7, 2007. He was 
66. John attended Kenyon for two years before 
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Donald W. Wadland ’63, on Sept. 30, 
2019. He was 78 and a resident of Mount Vernon, 
Washington.
A native of Detroit, Don was president of his 
freshman class at Kenyon, where he majored in 
biology, played varsity lacrosse, served on the 
Judicial Board, joined Beta Theta Pi fraternity  
and won election as its president, and graduated 
cum laude.
Don earned his medical degree at the University 
of Michigan Medical School in 1967 and then 
received advanced training in internal medicine 
and gastroenterology from both Michigan and the 
University of Washington. He served as a captain 
in the U.S. Navy from 1969 to 1971 before opening 
a practice in general medicine in Mount Vernon, 
Washington. He relocated his main practice to 
Bellingham, Washington, after specializing in 
gastroenterology. 
“Don embodied values of hard work, per-
sistence and a can-do attitude inherited from 
parents who struggled through and up from the 
Great Depression,” wrote a family member. “He will 
be remembered for his quest for adventure and 
for inspiring courage, fortitude, generosity and 
strength in others.”
Jeffrey G. Dorrance ’64, on Aug. 6, 
2019. A resident of Cincinnati, where he was a 
longtime resident of the Mount Lookout neighbor-
hood, he was 78.
Jeff, who was born in Boston and raised in 
nearby Weston, Massachusetts, majored in 
history at Kenyon, served on the staff of WKCO 
and joined the Middle Kenyon Association before 
taking a three-year hiatus to serve in the U.S. 
Army Medical Corps. He then returned to Kenyon 
and received his bachelor’s degree in 1967, 
although he maintained his affiliation with the 
Class of 1964.
After earning a master’s degree at the 
University of Cincinnati, Jeff taught history  
at Cincinnati’s College Preparatory School  
(now Seven Hills School). He spent the majority  
of his working life, however, as a personnel  
consultant, eventually founding his own business,  
DEI Executive Services. He was also active in 
local politics.
Robert G. Workman ’64, on Jan. 26, 
2020. He was 77 and a resident of Akron, Ohio.
Born in Danville, Ohio, he was a graduate of 
Mount Vernon High School in nearby Mount 
Vernon. He majored in biology at Kenyon and 
joined Delta Phi fraternity.
Bob earned his medical degree at Emory 
University and specialized in radiology. He was 
retired from the radiology department at Akron 
General Medical Center.
He was a former president of the College’s 
Akron Regional Association and was also involved 
in reunion planning.
Russell T. Dobson IV ’65, on Dec. 23, 
2019. A longtime resident of Birmingham and 
Rochester Hills, Michigan, he was 76. 
R.T. was born and raised in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
where he graduated from University High School. 
“He then went to Kenyon College,” an obituary 
reported, “where he enjoyed collegiate life a bit too 
enthusiastically before moving on to Northwestern 
University, and finally to Wayne State University, 
where he completed his degree in history.” 
While R.T.’s career was spent primarily in the 
advertising and marketing businesses, he had 
early on attempted to pursue a career in music. He 
returned to that pursuit once he retired, forming a 
band called “Aged Beef” and recording two CDs of 
covers and original songs. 
Richard D. Schubart ’67, on Jan. 1, 
2019. He was 73 and a resident of North Hampton, 
New Hampshire. 
Born in Pittsburgh, Rick moved with his  
family to the central part of the state. At Kenyon, 
he majored in history and joined the Sigma Pi 
fraternity.
Rick earned both a master’s degree and 
a doctorate in American history at the State 
University of New York at Binghamton. A scholar 
of the American Civil War, the Battle of Gettysburg 
and Abraham Lincoln, he was a history teacher 
at Phillips Exeter Academy for nearly 40 years. 
He was named the Bates-Russell Distinguished 
Faculty Professor at Phillips Exeter and an hon-
orary member of the classes of 1950, 1956, 1978, 
1979, 1993, 2003 and 2008.
Rick was a former executive director of the 
Association of Boarding Schools, chairman of 
the board of the Federation of American and 
International Schools, trustee of the Independent 
Educational Consultants Association Foundation 
(of which he was founding director), adviser to 
the National Association of Independent Schools 
and adviser to the Global Citizens Initiative. 
He also served as a board adviser to the Asia 
University for Women in Bangladesh and as a 
trustee of the Bronx Preparatory Charter School 
in New York, the Durango Institute in Colorado, 
the Nasu-Kaijo Academy in Japan, the Strawbery 
Banke Museum, the American Historical 
Association, the American Independence 
Museum and the Exeter Historical Society. 
Rick’s family writes that his “energy and opti-
mism lifted many and generated countless  
lifelong friendships.” 
Richard C. Fox ’68, on Dec. 4, 2019. He 
was 73 and a resident of Boca Grande, Florida.
A native of Cleveland, Dick majored in econom-
ics at Kenyon, where he played varsity basketball, 
joined Beta Theta Pi fraternity and graduated with 
departmental honors.
Dick earned an MBA from Harvard Business 
School in 1970. He then joined the account-
ing firm of PriceWaterhouseCoopers back 
in Cleveland before becoming the first chief 
financial officer at Wendy’s four years later. 
He moved to Rochester, New York, in 1976 
and took on the role of Wendy’s franchisee.
During his 40 years with Wendy’s, Dick and  
his team came to operate 113 restaurants in  
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five states. He was inducted into the Wendy’s  
Hall of Fame in 1998.
A generous donor to the College throughout 
the years, Dick was a former member of the 
Kenyon Athletic Association. In 2014, he received 
the Donald May Award, which recognizes College 
athletes “who have had outstanding accomplish-
ments in sports and who have performed credit-
ably and honorably in a career.”
Dick was preceded in death by his brother 
Timothy M. Fox ’84. 
Jerry F. Gurkoff ’70, on March 18, 2020. 
A resident of Waco, Texas, he was 71. 
Jerry was born in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
and raised in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He 
majored in history at Kenyon and was briefly a 
member of the Delta Phi fraternity. 
After graduating from the Philadelphia College 
of Osteopathic Medicine in 1975, Jerry interned 
and then began an orthopedic surgery residency 
in Harrisburg at Community General Osteopathic 
Hospital. He completed his residency at Tripler 
Army Medical Center in Honolulu, Hawaii, and 
then served as staff orthopedic surgeon for the 
United Nations Forces-U.S. 8th Army Evacuation 
Hospital in Seoul, South Korea, and at Dewitt Army 
Hospital in Fort Belvoir, Virginia. 
Jerry entered private practice in Grand Prairie, 
Texas. He was later on staff at Corry Memorial 
Hospital in Corry, Pennsylvania; Navarro Regional 
Hospital in Corsicana, Texas; and Commonwealth 
Health Center in Saipan. He retired in December 2019. 
A member of the board of directors of the 
American Osteopathic Academy of Orthopedics 
(AOAO), Jerry served as president of the orga-
nization in 1996-97. Also for the AOAO, he was a 
residency training examiner and the orthopedic 
residency director at Dallas-Fort Worth Medical 
Center in Grand Prairie, Texas. 
Jerry enjoyed breeding and showing Arabian 
horses, model railroading, reading and woodwork-
ing. He was an ardent fan of the Dallas Cowboys, 
the Texas Rangers and the Philadelphia Flyers. 
Lawrence D. Church ’72,  
on Dec. 4, 2019. A resident of Norwalk, 
Connecticut, he was 67.
Larry was born and raised in Norwalk. At 
Kenyon, where he was originally a member of the 
Class of 1973, he majored in philosophy, joined the 
Archon Society and graduated cum laude.
Returning to New England, Larry entered law 
school at the University of Connecticut, where he 
earned his law degree in 1977. With Charles Pirro 
III, he opened the South Norwalk law firm of Pirro 
and Church, LLC, and worked there for more than 
35 years. 
With deep roots in Norwalk, Larry was an active 
and enthusiastic participant in the community. 
He had served on the city’s Common Council 
and its Planning and Zoning and Redevelopment 
commissions. He was also a member of numerous 
boards, a coach of his sons’ baseball teams and 
a baritone in the choir of the city’s historic First 
Congregational Church on the Green. 
Michael J. Tavener ’72, on May 23, 
2019. He was 69 and a resident of Awendaw, 
South Carolina.
A native of England, Mike attended high school 
in Pennsylvania. At Kenyon, he majored in political 
science, played varsity lacrosse and club hockey, 
and joined Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity.
Mike made his career in real estate, beginning 
as a salesman and then as a broker and Realtor. 
He had held the position of wealth builder with 
Keller Williams Realty in Charleston, South 
Carolina, since 1999.  
A lacrosse player in his high-school and  
college years, Mike was inducted into the Kenyon 
Athletic Association Hall of Fame in 2003 as a 
member of the College’s outstanding lacrosse 
team of 1972. 
Christy C. Adams II ’73,  
on Sept. 1, 2019. He was 68 and a resident of 
Rockland, Maine.
A native of Maine, Christy grew up in Rockland. 
Enrolling at Kenyon, which necessitated his first 
excursion beyond Maine, he majored in biology 
and joined the Peeps fraternity.
Christy – who was known as Chris outside of 
Gambier – earned a second bachelor’s degree 
from the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy. He 
then became an ethnopharmacognocist with the 
state of Maine and a pharmacist and pharmacy 
manager. He retired several years ago. 
His many friends at Kenyon would not be 
surprised to know that Christy’s love of nature 
and animals of all kinds (and owls in particular)
persisted throughout his life. Christy could often 
be seen around Rockland with Cheeka, his first 
rescued owl, on his shoulder. He was a conspicu-
ous presence at several local Harry Potter events, 
dressed as a wizard and with an owl in tow.  
An obituary noted that Christy, who had expe-
rienced addiction and recovery firsthand, “didn’t 
realize the impact he had on people nor how he 
enriched (their) lives. He was always there for 
others with complete selflessness … as a spiritual 
guide, especially to those in recovery programs.”
R. Benton Gray III ’73, on Dec. 1, 2019. 
A resident of Avon Lake, Ohio, he was 68.
Ben was born in Cleveland and raised in 
nearby Chagrin Falls. He majored in English at 
Kenyon, participated in the Chase Society and 
the upperclass-advisor program, and joined the 
Peeps fraternity, which he served as secretary 
and president and represented in the Student 
Council. Elected president of the Student Council 
and appointed to the Campus Senate in his senior 
year, he was awarded his degree cum laude, with 
distinction on his comprehensive exams.
The following year, Ben enrolled in graduate 
studies in English at the University of Rochester. 
After earning a master’s degree there, he earned a 
law degree from Duke University in 1983.
Ben then returned to Cleveland and joined 
the law firm of Thompson, Hine & Flory, where 
he rose to partner. In 1999, he left that firm 
to open his own, R. Benton Gray and Co., 
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where he specialized in employment law. 
He retired from active practice in 2017.
A devoted alumnus of both Kenyon and the 
Peeps, Ben was an admissions and career-coun-
seling volunteer, a class agent, an extern sponsor 
and a leader in reunion planning. A longtime 
member and leader of the Kenyon Fund Executive 
Committee, he received the Alumni Council’s 
Distinguished Service Award in 2008 and 2013.
“He cared deeply about the College and access 
to Kenyon for deserving students with financial 
need," said Tom Stamp ’73. "That concern led to 
his playing a key role in the formation of the Class 
of 1973 Scholarship Fund, which benefits students 
who have had to overcome some obstacle to join 
the College community.”
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Ben Gray Memorial Fund of the Class of 1973 
Scholarship Fund in care of Kenyon’s Office of 
Development at forward.kenyon.edu/ways-to-give.
Bruce E. Kennedy ’73, on Nov. 29, 2019. 
He was 68 and a resident of Randolph,  
New Jersey.
A native of Columbus, Ohio, Bruce majored in 
history and joined Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity  
at Kenyon.
Bruce spent the bulk of his career in the insur-
ance industry. He began as an underwriter at the 
American Foreign Insurance Association before 
moving on to serve as an underwriting manager at 
Chubb Insurance for a dozen years. 
In 2012, Bruce accepted a position that 
took him in a new direction. As a project man-
ager at the nonprofit organization Arthur and 
Friends, he helped to operate a hydropon-
ic-gardening firm that employed special-needs 
people, ex-offenders and the homeless to 
grow organic produce for use by restaurants, 
institutions and individuals in New Jersey.
Bruce was the former brother-in-law of Arthur 
S. Underwood ’73. 
Steven R. Hughes ’75, on Jan. 3, 2020. A 
resident of Mount Vernon, Ohio, he was 67.
Steve was a native of Mount Vernon. He began 
his higher education at Marietta College but trans-
ferred to Kenyon after one semester. He majored 
in biology at the College.
After graduation, Steve enrolled at the West 
Los Angeles Law School (now the University of 
West Los Angeles) in California, where he earned 
his first law degree in 1978. He practiced in Los 
Angeles from 1978 to 1980 and again from 1983 
to 1994. In the interim, he returned to Ohio and 
earned a second law degree from the University of 
Dayton in 1983.
Steve returned to Ohio in 1994 to open a law 
practice in Mount Vernon. He maintained an office 
in his hometown until his retirement in 2016. 
He was twice recognized by the state bar for 
his pro bono representation of low-income clients 
during his time in California. Back in Ohio, he 
served on the Mount Vernon city school board  
and on committees of the Knox County 
Democratic Party. 
Marcel Mindlin ’75, on Jan. 5, 2016. He 
was 62 and a resident of Los Angeles.
A native of Washington, D.C., Marcel grew up 
in its suburbs. At Kenyon, he majored in English 
and graduated cum laude, with distinction on his 
senior exercise. 
Marcel earned an MFA in motion-picture 
production at the University of California at Los 
Angeles and then made his career on the West 
Coast as a writer, producer and director in the 
film- and television-advertising industries. Among 
the many television shows he helped to launch 
were “American Idol,” “Glee” and “House.” 
Positions Marcel held over the years included 
freelance sound editor for movies, associate pro-
ducer of the long-running sitcom “Taxi,” creative 
director at Universal Pictures and senior producer 
with Fox Broadcast Network. He was also a part-
ner and creative director of a boutique advertising 
agency, Dangerous Ideas. His broad experience 
served Kenyon’s students well during his many 
years as a career-counseling volunteer.
 
Elizabethann Craft ’77, on Oct. 16, 
2019. She was 64 and a resident of Canton, Ohio.
A native of Canton, she majored in chemistry, 
played with the Woodwind Quintet and served as 
an upperclass counselor while at Kenyon. 
Elizabethann pursued graduate studies at the 
Medical College of Ohio, Bowling Green State 
University and Walsh University, earning a mas-
ter’s degree in counseling from Walsh in 1984. She 
spent her career in social services, retiring from 
the Adult Protective Services Unit of the Stark 
County Department of Job and Family Services. 
Peter G. Lukidis ’81, on June 21, 2019. 
Peter was 60 and a resident of Evanston, Illinois.
Born in Chicago and raised in Mississippi, Peter 
transferred from Millsaps College to Kenyon, 
where he majored in English, performed and 
toured with the Chamber Singers and, most 
meaningfully for him, was a member of the 
Kokosingers—a brotherhood that lasted his 
lifetime. He was also a member of the Alpha Delta 
Phi fraternity.
Peter studied acting at Harvard University’s 
Institute for Advanced Theater Training, complet-
ing the American Repertory Theater graduate 
program. Under his stage name, Peter Curren, he 
appeared in countless productions in New York, 
Chicago and on tour, most notably the long-run-
ning comedy “Beau Jest.” Peter was an in-demand 
corporate presenter, traveling the world on behalf 
of Cisco Systems, Elsevier, Philips Healthcare and 
many others.
 Remembered for his “warmth, enthusiasm, 
irresistible smile and mellifluous singing voice that 
captured the hearts of all who crossed his path,” 
Peter was widely admired as a devoted father and 
a true friend. He was an ardent Cubs fan and rev-
eled in their long-awaited World Series win in 2016. 
Peter’s volunteer efforts for Kenyon included 
participation in the Kenyon Career Network and 
his class’s 20th reunion committee. He was pre-
sented with the David Harbison Award in 2017 for 
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his contributions to the alumni admissions effort. 
Peter enjoyed working with prospective stu-
dents and cherished visits to Gambier for Kokes 
reunions, K80s gatherings and during his son’s 
years at Kenyon. 
Peter is survived by his son, Ian Lukidis ’16, 
and his life partner, Paula Stoeke ’77. 
Kathryn Myers Croasdaile ’82,  
on Oct. 27, 2019. A resident of Bentleyville, Ohio, 
she was 59.
Kathryn was born in Camden, New Jersey. She 
majored in economics at Kenyon. 
After completing work toward her MBA at 
Ohio State University, Kathryn began  working 
for CompuServe in Columbus, Ohio. She moved 
to San Francisco with the firm in the 1990s when 
it was purchased by AOL. She spent seven years 
working in California’s growing web-based indus-
try with such notable start-up companies as CNET 
and MSNBC, and more recently served as a vice 
president of enterprise sales at Anixter. 
Kathryn returned to the Midwest in 2005, 
settling in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, to be near family 
members. 
Kathryn had an ever-growing circle of friends 
to whom she was dedicated and fiercely loyal. 
She loved sports, as both a participant and a fan, 
and was an avid runner, taking home top prizes 
in local road races. Her favorite pastime, though, 
was watching her three sons play lacrosse and 
traveling the country to do so. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Kenyon 
at forward.kenyon.edu/ways-to-give.
Elizabeth A. Izant ’82, on March 11, 
2020. She was 59 and a resident of Denver.
A native of Warren, Ohio, Elizabeth graduated 
from high school in Connecticut. At Kenyon, she 
majored in political science and participated in 
women’s varsity lacrosse and swimming. In her 
junior year, she studied at England’s Durham 
University, where she appeared in a production of 
“Oklahoma!” playing the female lead, Laurey. 
Elizabeth earned her law degree at Case 
Western Reserve University School of Law. She 
practiced law in northeastern Ohio before moving 
to Denver and refocusing her life around moth-
erhood and serving as a volunteer docent at the 
Denver Art Museum.
The last 12 years of Elizabeth’s life were marked 
by serious health issues. She “confronted these 
challenges with both fear and courage,” her hus-
band, Kent A. Mueller, said. 
Elizabeth is remembered as a deeply compas-
sionate woman whose care and concern for others 
was especially evident in her talks with others who 
struggled with similar medical issues. 
Michael D. Solomon ’84, on Dec. 23, 
2019. He was 57 and a resident of Miami. 
Michael grew up in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. At 
Kenyon, he majored in chemistry, won four letters 
in swimming and served as team captain in his 
senior year, and joined Delta Tau Delta fraternity.
After graduating from medical school at Case 
Western Reserve University in 1989, Michael 
completed his internship and residency at the 
Cleveland Clinic. He specialized in anesthesiology 
and pain relief and practiced in several Florida 
locales, including Clearwater and Dunedin. 
David P. Mullen ’91, on Sept. 26, 2019. 
He was 50 and a resident of Chicago.
David was born in Pittsburgh. He majored  
in English at Kenyon and joined Alpha Delta Phi 
fraternity.
After earning an MBA from the Kelly School 
of Business at Indiana University, David 
began his professional career working for his 
father as the manager of K & G Men’s Mart 
in Indianapolis. He moved on to positions 
in computer consulting with Accenture and 
Capgemini and as an independent contractor.
Aaron M. Dorfzaun ’92, on Nov. 26, 
2019. Forty-nine at the time of his death, he had 
been living in Pittsburgh, which was his birthplace.
At Kenyon, Aaron majored in history, participated 
in Hillel and the Rugby Club, studied in England 
during the spring semester of his junior year and 
graduated cum laude, with honors in his major.
Aaron earned his law degree at American 
University’s Washington College of Law in 1995. He 
served for four years as assistant state attorney 
and prosecutor for Florida’s Miami-Dade County 
and spent two years in private practice there 
before returning to Pittsburgh in 2001. 
There, Aaron joined the Malone Middleman 
law firm and served as managing attorney for its 
asbestos and other toxic materials torts practice. 
At the time of his death, he was of counsel to the 
Pittsburgh office of the law firm of Rawle and 
Henderson, where he had worked since 2010.
“In a frequently antagonistic occupation,” 
a colleague noted, “Aaron was always a very  
decent man.”
Marcus E. Snyder ’95, on Sept. 9, 2019. 
A resident of Charlottesville, Virginia, he was 46.
Marcus was born and raised in Fairmont, West 
Virginia. He majored in English at Kenyon, sang 
with the Kokosingers, joined Delta Tau Delta frater-
nity and graduated cum laude.
After earning a master’s degree in integrated 
marketing communications at West Virginia 
University, Marcus worked as a public relations 
and communications specialist in both the private 
and public sectors. Most recently he had acted 
as an independent consultant, working on federal 
government and nonprofit initiatives. He had 
earlier served as an account executive and super-
visor at Widmeyer Communications and as a vice 
president at Ogilvy Public Relations. 
“Marcus fostered a humanistic sensibility 
throughout his life,” wrote a friend. “His great 
passions were in the humanities, music and public 
affairs, with a special appreciation of literature, 
most notably the art of the short story.”  
Joshua N. Webb ’97, on Sept. 5, 2019. He 
was 45 and a resident of Chesterville, Virginia.
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A native of Upper Sandusky, Ohio, Josh majored 
in biology at Kenyon, where he played varsity golf 
and joined Alpha Delta Phi fraternity.
Josh made his career in sales. He was 
most recently a marketing representative for 
AmerisourceBergen, a wholesale drug company 
based in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. 
Robert “B.J.” Murphy ’01, on Sept. 17, 
2019. A resident of East Sparta, Ohio, he was 40.
B.J. was a native Ohioan and a graduate of 
Central Catholic High School in Canton, Ohio. He 
majored in political science at Kenyon, worked as 
a student associate in the Office of Public Affairs 
and joined Delta Phi fraternity.
After graduation, B.J. enrolled in the Case 
Western Reserve University School of Law, where 
he earned his J.D. in 2004. That year, he joined 
the Canton law firm of Black, McCuskey, Souers & 
Arbaugh, where he became a partner.
An obituary noted that B.J.’s “drive and passion 
transcended his practice and extended into the 
community as he served on many boards and 
committees.” For Kenyon, that included working as 
a career-counseling volunteer and formerly as an 
officer of the Akron-Canton Regional Association.
B.J. is survived by his wife, Rachel Fox Murphy 
2004, whom he married on June 18, 2005, at 
Kenyon’s Church of the Holy Spirit. 
James D. Gunton, on Feb. 16, 2020. 
Eighty-two and a resident of Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, he had been Kenyon’s provost 
during the 1994-95 academic year.
A native of Medford, Oregon, Jim was a 1958 
summa cum laude graduate of Linfield College. 
He studied as a Rhodes Scholar at Merton College 
of Oxford University before earning a doctorate 
(1967) in statistical physics at Stanford University.
Jim began his professional career as a visiting 
professor at the University of Western Australia 
from 1966 to 1968. From 1968 to 1988, he was 
a professor of physics at Temple, where he also 
served as director of the Institute for Surface and 
Interface Science and the Center for Advanced 
Computational Science. He joined Lehigh as dean 
of its Colleges of Arts and Science in 1988, a post 
he held for six years. 
In 1994, Jim came to Kenyon as the College’s 
top academic officer and served in that role for one 
year before deciding that he preferred research and 
teaching to administrative work. (He was a brother-
in-law of Trustee Emeritus John B. McCoy H’94, 
who was then serving as chair of Kenyon’s board.) 
Jim returned to Lehigh and its physics fac-
ulty in 1995 and was named the university’s 
Joseph A. Waldschmitt Professor of Physics in 
2005. He retired in 2018 and received the title of 
Waldschmitt Professor Emeritus.
Joseph Slate H’88, professor emeritus 
of art, on Jan. 20, 2020, the day after his 92nd 
birthday. He had been living in Nashville after 
many years in Silver Spring, Maryland.
 A native of West Virginia, Joe earned a bache-
lor’s degree at the University of Washington and an 
MFA at Yale University, where he studied with the 
renowned artist Josef Albers. A modified version of 
his mentor’s signature course in color became one 
of the keystones of his academic career. 
Joe came to Kenyon in 1962, after several years 
as a freelance writer. He essentially created the 
art department from what had been a ragtag 
collection of limited-credit courses and won pro-
motion to full professor in 1969. He retired from 
the Kenyon faculty in 1988, at which time he was 
awarded an honorary doctor of fine arts degree 
and emeritus status.
Numerous distinguished alumni of the College 
can be counted among Joe’s students, including 
architects Graham Gund ’63 and Patt Scarlett 
’69, cartoonists Jim Borgman ’76 and Bill 
Watterson ’80, painters David Diao ’64 and 
Jeff Way ’64, photographers (and professors) 
Michael O’Brien ’68 and Greg Spaid ’68, and 
sculptors Ned Smyth ’70 and Peter Woytuk ’80. 
Author of a volume of poetry, a young-adult 
novel and numerous magazine articles and short 
stories, Slate was best known as the multi-
ple-award-winning author of children’s books, 
such as “The Star Rocker” and “Miss Bindergarten 
Gets Ready for Kindergarten.”
Joe was married to Patricia “Patty” Griffin Slate, 
also a longtime Kenyon employee, who survives. 
Kristen Van Ausdall, professor of art 
history at Kenyon, on Oct. 27, 2019. A resident of 
Mount Vernon, Ohio, until recently, she was 68.
“Kristen Van Ausdall was a model Kenyon 
faculty member,” said President Sean Decatur, 
“a dedicated mentor to her students, whether in 
Gambier or in the College’s program in Rome, a 
creative teacher in the classroom and a supportive 
colleague on campus.”
A native of California, Kristen earned a bach-
elor’s degree at Humboldt State University, a 
master’s from the University of Oregon and a 
doctorate from Rutgers University. She joined the 
Kenyon faculty in 1988 for a three-year stint as a 
visiting instructor, returned in 2000 as a visiting 
assistant professor, won a tenure-track position 
the following year and earned promotion to full 
professor in 2014. Kristen taught courses on the 
sculpture, painting and architecture of 14th- through 
17th-century Europe. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Department of Art History, for the benefit of its 
students, in care of the Office of Development at 
forward.kenyon.edu/ways-to-give.  
Winifred Austin Bennett P’89, on 
Oct. 25, 2019. She was 84 and a resident of Kailua, 
Hawaii, Win was born in Wisconsin, grew up in 
Ohio, graduated from Newark High School and 
graduated from Denison University. She met Ed 
Bennett ’54, during a Dance Weekend and they 
married shortly after graduation. Ed and Win later 
created a swim award at Kenyon to honor their 
son, Stephen, who was killed at age 8 leaving a 
swim meet. Win, a landscape and seascape artist, 
belonged to several Oahu art societies. She is 
survived by daughter Mary E.B. Smith ’89.
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Back Talk
(our Table of Contents in reverse) 
Welcome to the end of your alumni magazine journey; 
we hope you enjoyed it. Or, for those starting at the 
back and reading forward, please enjoy this reward  
for breaking the rules. Here are a few moments in the 
magazine that we wanted to make sure you caught.
UNBROKEN
Author Laura Hillenbrand ’89 shares a 
first-person account of living with COVID-19. 
Spoiler alert: It ends on a warm and fuzzy note.
7
Trendsetting toddler
In a photo with his dad, Gambier Mayor  
Leeman Kessler ’04, Martin, age 2, appears 
prescient in his pre-pandemic choice of footie 





From the comfort 
of their living rooms 
and even Cromwell 
Cottage, Kenyon 






Chicken soup for  
graduating souls,  







Three things you 
don’t expect to find 
in a story involving 
“Kokosing Farewell.”
Behind the Lens 
New York Times 
correspondent 
Sheri Fink captured 
her colleague, 
staff photographer 
Erin Schaff '11, 
photographing 
hospital workers in 
New York City, right 
after COVID-19 cases 
peaked there in May.
40
Lyme disease and  
the labyrinth
Playwright Will  
Arbery ’11 breaks down 
a pivotal scene from 
his prize-winning play. 
Come for the drunken 
nights under the big 
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ONE MORE THING...
“To the question, ‘What can you do with 
a philosophy major?’ My answer is, ‘I am doing 
it right now.’ I am calling on my knowledge  
of ethics, religion and history every day.  
I am telling my medical colleagues things  
that help them hold on to the ‘bigger frames’  
of culture in making sense of this crisis.”  
—Kip Williams '89, HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN, PAGE 23
 “I don’t doubt that we,  
as a generation rising, 
will gather our tools  
to shape a fairer and  
more equitable world.”
—Jodi-Ann Wang ’20 addressing the senior class
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